Memories of Dad

Preface

Writing about your father is far from easy. The memories in this story, clouded by time, are mine alone.
No one else knew him as | did.

| was lucky enough to discover after his death, a diappds. Full of single line entries dated between
1947 and 1992 outlining what was important to him. Interestingly there is not one birth entry, including
any of his (five) children, greagrandchildren, nephews or nieces, friends, or relatives. Noneh&ut t

| know he kept a pocket diary, the front leaf of which was given up to these celebratory dates.

During my deciphering of his sometimes cryptic and misspelt notes | learned many things. This was a
man with dreams, and no doubt ambitionfgther, a husband, a friend to many and an enemy to few. A
man who worked all his | ife, for |imited finan
diary) and he loved golf and Fishing (30 and 28 times respectively). He kept an eyeimamiaissf (232

entries!) but was also in hospital an enormous number of times (80 entries).

He never lost his sense of humour and never, to my knowledge, complained about the mental and
physical effort needed, when ill, to act normally in front of familyd driends. Every entry is
documented in this story and the interpretation of entries from the diary and events surrounding them,
are mine so when | say that he was never in his life free of pain or medical discomfort of some sort, it is
an assumption, byou only need to read the story.

Knowing a parent is difficult. Given the opportunity, few will tell you everything that happened in their

|l ife probably because it does not feel “import
myself, paricularly at an age where it was becoming easier to ask questions and challenge or probe for
more detailed answers, | can only wish | had asked more when the opportunities arose. And they did,
but there was al ways ‘' s o me bkabackgseae Wesliee’'suchlaugyfivesn i n g

Throughout the text | will refer to him as Fran
to know someone who you have singular memories of, so | apologise in advance for any bias | have
shown hrough the interpretation of his diary, it was not my intention. Anecdotes about the man from
living friends and family and his generation of relatives are few but generally raise at least a smile.
Bottom line is, he was my dad and | love him, warts dind a

©OFrank T Connelly 1



James
Connelly
1865 - 1927

Mary Flora
Kerr Still
1868 -1941

]

Bernard
Connelly
1902 - 1988

Michael
Murphy
1877 - 1955

AnnieMcCann
1880 - 1956

J

]

JuliaMurphy
1901 - 1980

James
1526 - 1985

Michael
Joseph
1928-1971

Leonard
Vincent
1932 - 2020

(Frank)
1930 - 1992

Bemnard Francis

Anne Margaret
Rosemary Patricia
1937 -

Thomas
Anthony
1933 - 2000

Brian Norman
Joseph
1941 -

KathleenMary
Helena Theresa
1939 -

Conneliy Family

Chapter One- In the beginning

There is never one fact or secret about a life that explains someone. To think like that

would be to misunderstand both people and stories. None of us could relate the

unfathomably dense experience ofouréwinves, | et al one someone
(Ref: The Moth and the Mountain: Ed Caesar)

el sed

Most births took place at home-kdown SimpsdrOMesoriidi n b
(Maternity) Hospital had been on the go for somgé&#fys and the new Elsie Inglis Memorial Maternity
Hospital open for almost five.

The ‘' New Hospice’ at Abbeyhill, in Edinburgh,
building for the new Elsie Inglis Hospital and as giving birth hoapital was a relatively new concept,

so the strength of character and beliefs of parents Julia (nee Murpfhiyl941901) and Bernard ($8

July 1902) must have been very strong.

Bernard had requested time off from his job as a Grocers Assistant@bdiperative in Portobello for

when the happy event occurred but found it unnecessary on a windy and frosty Saturday evening when
Julia'"s |l abour Dbegan. I n 1930's Edinburagh, Do «
relatives from participatingpr observing the birthrocess which was considered private or even
embarrassing to the patient. To the doctor and Midwife there were also issues of preventing infection, so
Bernard stood outside for what seemed an age before eventually finding a sedéiroam during the

labour period until the birth at 4 a.m. on the Sunday morning‘&F&6ruary.
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Back at home at 6 Ramsay Place in Portobgtlaternal grandmother Mary (nee Mary Flora Kerr Still,

24th October 1868 29th November 1941), who witirandfather James (#®lay 1865— 1t February

1927 and deceased just three years previously), had brought up Bernard and six of his siblings in the flat,
watched over grandson Frank’s two siblings, Jar
a room and often a bed, and wondered how the family would cope with an additional mouth to feed.

Bernard Francis Connelly, known throughout his life as Frank, Frannie or Francis, was taken home by
tram or the newer bus service to be met by his oldiéngghin the flat within the tenement where granny
Mary had lived for over 20 years.

Clockwise from tallest, brothers
James, Michael, Tom, Leo an
Frank. Probably taken in rear of Z
Wauchope Square Edinburgh, hon
of Granda and Granny Murphy
Private Collection

The sand or limestone traditional tenement building (:
standing in 2021) was set in a quiet street within the h
of Portobello and comprised open plan livingialg and
kitchen area and a number of small bedrooms. Views
natural light were sparse as only two rooms had

windows and whilst the local area may have been sle
the stair was anything but, with other flats housing fami
of up to eleven souls

Life for the young family was terribly busy, withcanstant stream of the many aunts and uncles arriving

to see the new baby boy. Father Bernard (after whom Frank was named) worked long hours in the
grocer’s shop hoping that with hard work he wou
funds to keep his growing family.

Bernard was lucky to retain his job during the
Great Depression @reat Slump hit Britain. A period of national economic downturn which had its
origins in the globatlepression, thE&reat Depression wdritain's largest and most profouedonomic
depressiomf the 20th century and caused massive unemployment. Almost a quarter of the workforce
was laid off or unable to find work. Times were very difficult for many families even thdoghome,
there was some unempl oyment benefit, so |l ong a
refuse any sort of work.

L1t is believed that Portobello, a suburb of Edinburgh and famous seaside town, was nameti &terBat t | e of “ Po
which was a 1739 battle between a British naval force led by Vice Admiral Edward Vernon and the Spanish defenders of the
settlement of Portobello in Panama. It took place during the War of the Austrian Succession, in thagesrlgfshe war
sometimes known as the War of Jenkins' Ear.
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Bernard and Julia’s thrifty natures were stret
was always food on the table. Listening to the radio in the evening, news of thessakonrg for more

pay in the Invergordon Mutirfyand the National Hunger Martthey must have wondered what the
worl d was coming too. The children though were
arrive in dad’s shop.

In 1932, younger brothéeo (Leonard Vincent'8July 1932- 20" May 2020) was born and joined the,
by now, much overcrowded space the family shared.

Bernard continued to ask the City of Edinburgh Corporation, which covered both the City and the Royal
Burgh of Edinburgh wherthey lived, for a larger home and eventually, just as he was promoted to
Manager of the Joppa Gxp a flat with more space became available for the family. Granny Mary
breathed a sigh of relief as the family of six moved out but although they wergffliéss than a mile

and a half away from her and closer to the city, she would miss the hustle and bustle created by boisterous
children in the old flat that they had called home for the past few years.

In 1933 after they, along with millions of othetsgad suffered hardship for almost three years, the
Corporation at | ast found them a new | arger f|
the top floor at 5 Northfield Broadway but with two bedrooms, a large kitchen, living room and
bathioom, the family could at last spread out a bit. In the front bedroom were; Jafieki24926),

Michael (Michael Joseph ¥February 1928), Francis (as Frank was known by his brothers), Leo and
Tommy. The other Dbedr oom whaJslia.Flastwasenot foBang thoaghds s ¢
shortly after settling into the spartanly furnished flat, the next of the siblings arrived just before Christmas
1933 and was christened Thomas Anthony (aka TomifyDEBember 1933). The new flat, set just off

the wide expanse of the Broadway, separated the buildings from an expanse of green fields and the
Figgate Park which would become a playground t
Those same green fields also supported many WWII veterans anrfdthiées when the area was given

up for the construction of short term prefabricated housing twenty years later.

Behind the block of flats main door lay six separate units, all with ample room for growing families. The
entry hall acted as a conduitttee rest of the flat and on entering, one bedroom and the main living area
faced the front whilst other bedrooms and the kitchen were side or rear facing. The coal fire was the
only heat in the property and so a small stock of coal was kept in a hadlazdpdr beside the fire.

2 Thelnvergordon Mutinywas an industrial action by around 1,000 sailors in the British Atlantic Fleet that took place on 15
16 September 1931. For two days, ships of the Royal Navy at Invergordon ve@enimutiny, in one of the few military
strikes in British history.

% TheNational Hunger Marcbf SeptembetOctober 1932 was the largest of a series of hunger marches in Britain in the
1920s and 1930s.

4 Flitting is the act of moving to a new house eaving one's home, sometimes secretly so as to escape creditors or
obligations
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Spectacular views from the front room stretched beyond the field and parks towards the sea at both
Portobello and Musselburgh, perhaps on a good day as far as the Bass Rooklssrdown the coast.

Elsewhere in Europe a new individual emerged that, in years to come, would change the face of the
world. Adolf Hitler became the chancellor of Germany and opened the first concentration camp at
Dachau. Stalin and Mao Tgeing werealso emerging as pedepression leaders, but each had vastly
different but equally despotic aims to rise to prominence and for all the wrong reasons.

Over the next few years, the family thrived and made many friends locally. The boys of school age,
includi ng Frank, attended St John’'s Roman Catholic
and only 30 minutes’ wal k away, unl ess you wer ¢
then the homeward trip, especially in summer months,magg taken considerably longer.

The daily commute to the shop at Joppa usually took Father Bernard under half an hour but on some
days, he set off earlier so that he might atte
Portobello, which wa®n his route. The church had always played a larger t i n t he f ar
Returning home eventually in the early evening and with his energy waning, he still found time to
encourage the children with their homework before eventually eating familgrdamd settling down to

read before bed.

As the 1930's ended, news outside the war them
an account by a Il ocal couple who claimed to ha
thesurfaceb Loch Ness.” The story of Cdueeretitorpbrcarmee r ” |

a media phenomenon, with London newspapers sending correspondents to Scotland and a circus offering
a £20,000 reward for capture of the beast. The Flying Scotsman stEa becomes the first steam
locomotive to be recorded doing 100 mph and Germany announced rearmament in violation of the
Versailles Treat}; Britain reacted by ordering 300 Spitfires and the &xgierimental Radawas
developed in Britain. King EdwdrVIII abdicateto marry Wallis Simpson and the BBC gave a taste of

good things to come with the first public Television broadcasts in London.

At home Franks older brothers James and Michael prepared to leave primary school for their secondary
educati on. The two catholic secondary school s
Ragged Industrial School forBoysand@idssn d chi | dren’s home and Holy
had an enviable reputation as did the ever competitivelRbgh School across the town. Both James

and Michael thrived at secondary school but as the storm clouds of war approached so education was to
change, and quite dramatically for Frank.

5The Versailles Treaty or Treaty Wérsailles, signed in June 1919 at the Palace of Versailles in Paris at theVémrttidfVar

I, codified peace terms between the victoriollied and Germany. The Treaty of Versailles held Germany responsible for
starting the war and imposed harsh penalties in terms of loss of territory, massive reparations payments and demilitarization
www.history.com

50n 26th March 1849, a meeting of the inhabitants of Leith adopted measures for the formation of an Industrial School in
the town. It was proposed that the school would provide fedulcation and industrial training, and that the scriptures would

be read daily. In 1861 it occupied-245 Ki ng Street, formerly the premises of
formed to educate and clothe orphan children. www.childrenshomes.org
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Prewar preparations began well before the war officially began in SeptembeB®f B8cause the

threat to lives was real and imminent the responsible Governmental Departments, in this case the
Department of Health in Scotland, immediately reviewed options and began planning evacuations from
key cities and towns for the most vulnerainiéividuals, including the very old and very young.

A letter was sent to parents Bernard and Julia (along with almost one and a half million other families
throughout Britain) explaining how the evacuation was to take place and detailing what &ppén,h

when and what the children should take with them to their temporary (possibly up to a year!) homes
including winter and under clothes, plimsolls, night attire and of course their gas masks. A separate

instruction to the accommodating familiesaute d t hat ‘I n pur suance of De
hereby required to accommodate x adults and y children. For good measure it also stated that the
accommodati on gi ven up shoul d Il ncl ude ‘“shel te
convenience ' . Many evacuees found these benefits mi

particularly those from poorer neighbourhoods. The evacuees were not charged for facilities and the
Government paid five shillings per adult and three shillings (equivalep021 of £9.84 and £5.90
respectively) per child per week to the receiving families.

6 Eva c'l'uTbeeDailé Herald

This was not a lot to feed hungry children with and many of the youngsters also found themselves
employed as cheap unofficial laboumitially evacuation was voluntary and many primary age children

from Edinburgh left but, on the 31st August 1939, three days before war started, the order was given to
‘“evacuate forthwith’”™ and most Scot tndsorithe 8dotlish d r e n
Borders and primary schools effectively closed.

Gathering at St John’s Primary with the other s
(seven) and Tom (six), held tightly to his gas mask and bundle of clothes wtmbpkydn brown paper

and tied with string. The Head Teacher, Mr Meehan (still the Head when son Frank attended the school
twenty-five years later), Teachers and parents had explained many times to the children that the journey
and their temporary homesowu | d be exciting and that it was go
of the gathering children thought just that. Bernard had slept little the night before having recently
volunteered for the Home Guard. Training was conducted in the evenings laiinsesnwent on into

the small hours. Still dark at 5 am, he was also due at work in just a few hours but wanted to see the boys
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before they left. Mother Julia held tightly to their hands for a few minutes longer and yet again rechecked
the labels they haginned to their coats. Baby Anne (Anne Margaret Rosemary Patricia borfi on 5
August 1937) whose second birthday they had celebrated only weeks before sat quietly in her pushchair
not knowing that she alone would remain behind in the darkened cityhevifarents.

As the brothers said goodbye to their parents,
movement of tens of thousands of people happening that day across the country. Waving madly, led by
the teachers and volunteer aand wearing marshals, the chattering lines of children snaked out of the
school gates heading towards Portobello Station, only a few hundred yards away.

Winding their way down the Duddingston Road then Southfield Place, they arrived at the railway bridge
and followed the sloping path up to the station platform and the waiting steam train. Some WVS,
Women’s Voluntary Service, |l adies were on hand
also had some hot tea ready for the army of helpers whdreadyabeen awake for many hours.

There were a number of carriages attached to the train and after being split into smaller groups, the
nervously chattering children were led-board to their allocated seats. Moments later and with a loud

‘ ¢ h oo o fuch clankimy amd jerky movements, the train began the journey east. | imagine many
small faces were glued to the windows for a last look at their teachers, waving back at them from the
now almost empty platform, and their home town, which they might ediose considerable time.

The journey continued through the buijp area of Joppa before passing Fisherow by Musselburgh
where granny Mary had worked at Mollendo House when she first came to Edinburgh, then Inveresk
and into the fields beyond. The breth must have watched, waited and wondered what they might find

at the other end. It had been dark when they set out from home but as the Stations of Prestonpans,
Longniddry and Drem came and went in quick succession, so the light became strongerighe fiel
greener and the children fewer as groups disgol
the Airfield at East Fortune, currently being refurbished for war use, flew into view and out again as
quickly. The small station at East Linton wag penultimate stop and the now almost empty train and

the brightening summer day meant that seeing out of the windows was no longer a problem so the boys
watched keenly as the train sped towards their destination near Dunbar.

The usuathildhood conflicts might have been set aside at the beginning of this journey as Frank being
the eldest kept a nervous eye on his two younger brothers. After a couple of hours both Tom and Leo
were becoming fidgety so when the train began at last to dtawn going into Dunbar, passing the
signal box set high above the rails, Frank may have breathed a sigh of relief.

Lugging their packages with them, all the remaining children were ushered off the train and marshalled
into lines on the platform. The smeli salty sea air and seaweed from the nearby beach was strong as
the Connelly’”s, and many others, crossed over t
a flotilla of grey warships peppering the Firth of Forth as far as the Fife CoasteAsign of terrible

things to come.

The small community of Spott, some two miles South West of Dunbar, supported almost 350 people in

1939 with the majority of menfolk being employed towards the Northern end of the parish in farming,
the sawmill and otlr mills. Some young women from the Land Army were also employed and drove
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tractors and probably helped collect the children for thertwe journey in a car or a farm lorry, which
might have been easier.

After the short journey they turned left immeeigtbefore the primary school they were due to attend
and drove up the Avenue to Home Farm and SpottHpuseor t he ‘ Bi g House’' , a

After settling in the boys soon discovered that meals, play and bedtime in the countryside weezgover
both by the weather and the time of year as work on Home Farm and the other associated farms came
before everything else. When the crops needing harvesting everyone helped out, including the children
and work could start at dawn and end when the styrbacks ached or hunger demanded that rest and
food was needed.

The village and environs of Spetiational Library of Scotland

British ‘' Doubl e’ Summer ti me, two hours in advar

" Spott Hous was originally dower house, constructed in 1640, the family home of the Hays of Yester. It is reputed to have
housedOliver Cromwellduring theBattle of Dunbar (1650). In 1830, it was purchased by James Sprot, who had the house
remodelled bywilliam Burn, the pioneer of the Scots Baronial style. The estate remained in the Sprot family until 1947,
when it was sold to Sir James Hope. It was eventually sold to the Lawrie family, who sold it to the-loaniskars
Foghsgaard in 2000. Following Foghsgaaréturn to Denmark the estate was put up for sale in 2010, but after three years
with no purchaser, was broken up into smaller lots of land or buildings in and sold in 2013.  Wikipedia
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introduced temporarily for the period when ordinagylight saving would be in force to increase
productivity (although during the winter this was reduced to one hour in advance of GMT) so the walk
to school for the boys was in broad daylight.

Spott Primary School sat on the main road, in between thieysamnd the church. The school had only
two rooms with the toilets in the playground.
sometimes as many as 30 pupils on the school roll although this changed during the war to include the
evacuees.

\Pa7T Seweol « Cwe et (2%E

Spott School taken by
Frank in 1986/
Private Collection

All ages were taught in the one large room. Mrs Baillie and Mrs Miller split the class into separate age

groups including the younger and *‘ bathgcloseeeasr ° ¢
between the groups of children, some younger children easily found their minds wandering from their
basic ABC’s to the sometimes more interesting |

Playtime in the small school yard wasnelee of games including rounders, kick the can and hide and
seek being played but at lunchtime the boys could return home for a meal, up the half mile long tree
lined avenue where on arrival, they ate in one of the large rooms, overseen by codkeurtinch

hour was up:

é.although the house was big we only used the d
most of the time we |ived mainly in the 6&éstudyb®é
room in which we had ouneals, did our homework, wrote our letters home and, for those who could,
played the piano. One wall was lined with books from top to bottom and in the evenings, we would
blissfully sit round the fire reading books from the enormous range available todussaaping into
another worl déé. T Unknown Author

After school and on Saturdays, the boys took the opportunity to run down to play in the Spott Glen and
burrf. The pute there took them past the noise and flames emanating from the old smithy, a sure draw
to young children but as unwelcome guests they were more often than not, chased away by the smith.

8The Spott Glen and burn run from Little Spottle south west through Oswald Dean in the north east before entering the
Brox burn (Broxburn) then thweeldsrgek. A ‘“burn’ is a small s
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Continuing past th&irst World War hut which served as a village hall they would run on down to the
burn and curling pond or the old quarry to play. Idyllic in those far off days when children were allowed
to roam freely, staying out until they were hungry or skies begdari@n.

Many years later Frank took his own sons, Frank and Peter, fishing for small trout in the burn. Never
one to ask permission, he claimed near ownership of the river and Spott Estate and a long acquaintance
with the gamekeeper an but’bynthesninateen shventiek the gamekdepmer was
probably | ong dead. Nevertheless, in Frank’'s e\

On Sundays the weekly ritual saw families walk or cycle and converge on the village church to meet up
with neighbours and kinfolk from the local parish. Most if not all the local houses and cottages were

tied® and housed the farm workers, who when not working on the farms could be seen in their own
gardens growing fruit and vegetables for their families to eat.

Sunday night was ‘bath night’® and once wused to
a black Iine painted around the bath..) and hav
weekly bath rota was keenly observed as therweads, although sparse, hot from the stove and a delight,
unlike the weekday lukewarm washing water. Finishing a Sunday with cocoa and listening to the radio
when people |ike Tommy Han &litenysthave seemee amilionles® 1 t * s
away from life in the city but that was not the case as even here, German bombing was possible so in
the midst of the countryside blackout was observed and because of the size of the house, everyone had
a ‘blackout’ job to do:

€. every e\igotdarl everpsingleowindow had to be blacked out with heavy black curtains
which lined the normal curtains so that no chink of light escaped to give enemy pilots an inkling that
towns and cities which could be bombed were down there below theRaidiwardens patrolled each
area (even in the countryside) to make sure that not a single chink of light was visible. In some rooms,
curtains had been replaced by heavy boards which had to be clamped into place over the windows. It was
t he b oy ssdrethesebwert io placenbefore dusk. Night after night the boys were tasked with this
but sometimes to no avail so calling out in exa
the blackout, youdll get no tea.

Evacuation memorigs Unknown Authp

After just a few weeks, and only a few weeks into the war, German bombers appeared over Edinburgh
and later Glasgow, Greenock, Aberdeen and Dundee. The Lutwaffe was determined to target the
industrial strongholds of Britain and Scottish cities wertheir crosshairs. Shipbuilding, coal mining

and huge factories churning out war and everyday essentials so were considered key targets.

9Tied cottagés typically a dwelling owned bgnemployerthat isrented to aremployee: if the employee leaves their job
they may have to vacate the property; in this way the employee is tied to their employer.

0]t's That Man Agair{fcommonly contracted ttTMA) was aBBC radio comedyprogramme which ran over twelve series
from 1939 to 1949. The shows featufemmmy Handleyin the central role, a fasalking figure, around whom all the other
characters orbited. It was a charaagven comedy whose satirical targets included government departments and the
ostensibly petty wartime regulations. Parts of the shows wevgitien in the hour before the broadcast, to ensure its
topicality. The show broke away from the conventions of previous radio comedies, and from the humonnusfdtnalls
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The Humbie Heinkél www.thehistoryproject.co.uk

Stories of the German blitzkri€gfound their way into newspaper reports, news bulletins on the radio
andcinemas, where the Pathé news showed black and white newsreel footage of the war making it feel
very frightening and real especially for those who had lived through the last war only twenty years or so
before. The fighting on screen may have shaped the boy f ut ur e as in | ater vy
would serve in the Armed Forces.

“A |l ogistical ni ght mare’ described the process
the evacuees:or some children (and no doubt some of the adults) it wyasad adventure, for others it
destroyed family lifeBy Chr i st mas 1939, the feared thEeer man
guarters of the evacuees returned home.

Only weeks after the boys returned homeéjeinkel He 11lbomber was the first German plane to be

shot down. The field near Humbie in East Lot hi
at Spott.

In any event by February 1940 dflet pupils who had either been evacuated to outlying districts or

di spersed | ocally to Newcraighall, Craigmillar
to the school to admire the recentl y patoaitheirr uct
play grounds.

nBIitzkrieg, which means “lightning war” in German, had
of the 19thcentury Prussian general Carl von Clausewitz. aus ewi t z proposed the “concent

concentrating forces against an enemy, and making a single blow against a carefully chosen target (the Schwerpunkt, or
“centre of gravity”) was more effective than dispersing
www. History.com
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A ‘“war bunker’ had also been added into the | &
neighbours dug in their new Anderson shelfettse family added a sister for baby Anne and the boys.
On the eighth of December Kathleen (Kathleen Mary Theresa Helebac@mber 1939) was born.

Edinburgh did not suffer as London had during 1940 withoatntwo months of continuous bombing
(the *Blitz") so |life returned to something I|i}
family observed how Germany had invaded its European neighbours: Belgium, the Netherlands, France,
Denmark, Noway, Luxembourg, and Romania whilst the Royal Air Force undertook-tirghtraids in

Germany in response. Germany, Italy, and Japan signed a joint military and economic agreement, and
Italy invaded Egypt whilst closer to home France surrendered to Geriflam\Battle of Britain had

been fought but with losses so heavy, Britain began calling up two milli2i7y@&arolds for military

service luckily the family was saved from that as eldest son James was still five years too young.

The cost of food irthe Joppa Gmperative and other shops fluctuated significantly depending on
availability. Flour and bread seemed to stay about the same (7d and 2 %2d or about £1.64 and 91p today)
but sugar had gone up by 25% between 1939 and 1941 and milk had gone73p toy1I7d equal to

£3.64p for a pint today. The average salary was £195 per annum (equal to £10,000 today) so the
Government pamphlet *make do and mend’ which wae
and showed housewives useful tips on how tbdiha frugal and stylish in times of
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harsh rationing was timely. With its thrifty design ideas and advice on reusing old clothing, the pamphlet
was an indispensable guide for households. Tigtuded unpicking old jumpers to -kait chic
alternatives; turning men’s c¢clothes I nto women’

The war continued but at last the Soviets joined the allies after Germany broke its pact with them. News
on the radio include a terrible attack on American forces at Pearl Harbour which meant the Americans

12 Anderson shelters were issued free to all householders who earned less than £250 a year, and those with a higher income
were charged £7. Made from sixcurved sheets bolted together at the top, with steel plates at either end, and measuring
1.95m by 1.35m, the shelter could accommodate four adults and two children. The shelters were half buried in the ground
with earth heaped on top.
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officially joined thewar. U-boat packs roamed the Atlantic but were disrupted following the capture of
an Enigma machine allowing the British to break German codes.

Julia had fallen pregnant in the March and was due at Christmas but as the birth drew near, Granny Mary,
who was now 73, fell ill and the continuous coughing she suffered from turned out to be Bronchitis. She
died in | ate November just a month before the
life on Christmas day to a world at war. Her addresthe death certificate was given as 5 High Street,
Portobello which was daughter Elizabeth's home.

The Northfield House was even more crowded now with Sisters Anne and Kathleen sharing a camp bed
at the foot of Ber nar d arianjoindduheir baothers imteedrontwbom!| st -~

By 1942 Frank, who had successfully passed his final primary school examination, found himself
starting secondary school but instead of joining his older brothers on the daily commute to Holy Cross
Academy sme three and a half miles from home, he found himself remaining in the secondary school
part of St John’s situated at 13 Bath Street a
Both were still within walking distance.

St : J 0 h nos 0|IR$CthB| lat 133!3th Btreettaen in 202|1r|vate Collectlon

St John's Roman Cat M Ddcéamber B386tabl8 Bath Gipeedmimudh amdhadl 3

just 73 children. Closely associated with the church, a number of the teachers wdremuhs local

convent. By 1910 they occupied two buildings; Bath Street and an annex at 2 Windsor Crescent in
Portobello. By 1926 the roll had outgrown the accommodation and so a new primary school was built
at Hamilton Drive with the senior or secondanpils attending either Bath Street or the Windsor Place
annex. Whilst Frank was at the Primary School [
later became the St Frances Primary School.

©OFrank T Connelly 13



Chapter Two The War years

American troops beggto arrive in Britain just as Frank started studying at St John's secondary and like
most young boys, tales of the war were never far from his lips, brought closer to home regularly via one
of Mother Julia’s sisters, sthroughewttheofarr whom ser v e

Julia Connelly had four sisters and two brothers. Three of the sisters; Mary, Annie (also kn
Anne or Aunt Nana) and Helen, served in the QAIMNS (Queen Alexandra's Imperial M
Nursing Service) and whilst occasionally yheere together, operated for the most part in differ
theatres of war from Europe to the middle and Far East.

As the war developed so there appeared battle names that became synonymous with WWII warfare: The
‘“Battl e of Mi dwa ystsix months aftdr the Japakese mttaek e PegarluHarbour and
saw the US inflicting devastating damage on the Japanese fleet that rendered their aircraft carriers
irreparable. The two battles at *‘ EIl-Gé&énbBareardn’ , p
Montgomery against the enormously succesSkemeral FelénarschalEErwin Rommel and where the

Axis army of Italy and Germany suffered a da@sdefeat by the British Eighth Army and became a
turning point in the North African campaign. Later in the year the Battle of Stalingrad began setting the
might of the overextended German Army against the huge numbers of the Soviet Union. Marked by
fierce close quarters combat and direct assaults on civilians in air raids, it was to become one of the
bloodiest battles in the history of warfare, with an estimated 2 million total casualties.

Rationing, which had been operating since 1939, became more.s€lrerGermans were successfully
attacking Atlantic convoys carrying much needegupplies from America and other countries. Ration
books were issued which allowed families to collect many kinds of food but rationed to each individual

in the family. Evet hough Frank’'s father managed a food s
to queue up at various shops [there were no supermarkets yet] and hand over ration coupons in exchange
for food. Butter, sugar, milk, cheese, eggs, bacon and ham, jam angvex&s were in short supply.
Children were allowed one egg a week although many were given powdered eggs as a substitute:

AiDried eggs are the complete henbds eggs, both th
Nothing but the moisturenal the shell taken away, leaving the eggs themselves as wholesome, as
digestible and as full of nourishment and hegdtbmoting value as if you had just taken the eggs new
laid from the nestdo said a Government spokesema

Schooling continued through tsemmer months of 1943 and so too did the fighting. Earlier that Spring
the Battle of Stalingrad saw Germany’'s first m:
Italy. Jewish fighters inside the Warsaw Ghetto had risen up against the depantatiurder of around
300,000 Jews but mostly died in the attempt. TI

Frank’s father Bernard continued to serve in t
called the * LooHKr i goaudcek’ awhdi c\hanhasd | ust been r e
Wi nston Churchill took a personal i nterest. B «

although there were a few even ol der andpanod’'t h
in the evening and at weekends. The Home Guard Handbook listed the main duties as: guarding
important points, observation and reporting, immediate attack against small, lightly armed parties of the
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enemy and the defence of roads, villages, factanesvital points in towns to block enemy movement.
He was kept busy.

After 900 days, the siege of Leningrad ended and the secret plansDfay ere well advanced. By

the Spring of 1944 Frank’s el dest pointbawasliableJ a me
to be conscripted, so the family’”s thoughts &
excitement at the thought that one of them might join the fighting but for parents Bernard and Julia, huge
concerns that James could becomefarostatistic to add to the 376,239 men wounded or 300,000 killed

in the British Army. Almost one in every four men serving. Luck was on their side however and by
James’'s birt hRbapigvasiomhad beduly and thelGermd@h Army was retreating.

During the late winter and early spring of the following year, even whilst bombing of London and
Dresden continued, the end of the battle in Europe was in sight. Soon Adolf Hitler was dead and
Germany signed an unconditional surrender. Meanwhile in thE&sirthe belligerent Japanese Army

was withdrawing from China but continued to fight until August, when two atomic bombs were dropped
on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. World War Il had ended after six long years and the remaining
servicemen coulddgin to come home.

Following the end of the war people expected a better life than before the war years when the Great
Depression caused untold poverty and hardship worldwide. There were major shortages in jobs and
housing for those returning from war atigere were still shortages of food, and materials generally.
Around the world the start of a baby boom was in progress as couples married and had children.

Frank was 15 in 1945, James 18 and Michael 17. Youngest boy Brian was almost Primary school age

ad Leo, and Tom were at secondary school s, St
Kat hl een and Anne were stildl at St John’s Prim
them. Life had changed for the whole family and now was the to start afresh however, whilst war

had ended so a new cold” one had begun.

Grandfather Michael Murphy (b"8June 1877), who hdived through two world wars and was now

seventy, was seeing many changes in his family and the
world. From his home at 2 Wauchope Square in the
Craigmillar district of Edinburgh where he lived with his
wife Annie (Nee McCann c. 1880), he was regularly visite
by his growing grandchildren including the seventgear
old Frank and his siblings.

Bernard and Julia
outside the Bingham
House-Private
Collection
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He had been a Coalminer all his life and now saw the mines nationalised and a surge in British cars be-
ing exported to the United States. In 1946, when conscription was still in force in the United Kingdo,
twoweeks hy of his sixteenth birthday, Frank was
individuals in a holding unit, awaiting transf e
Cadet Force (ACF) and s‘ud’'seqluaesng, ya bteammg i‘'mceil ca
Army Reserve list.

In the autumn of 1947 included Chuck Yeager piloting an aircraft, the Bell X1, to speeds in excess of
767mph and breaking the sound barrier, an alleged Unidentified Flying Object (UFOjdugidgn
the Roswell area and the family moving to a larger house.

23 Bingham Drive was a four bedroomed upper villa flat with a eoed kitchen and large living

room. Julia and Bernard continued to share their room with the girls Anne and Kathieesitldaeldest

had a room of his own (which gave him some added privacy for his insulin injections and the other boys
shared the other two rooms.
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Chapter Three Army Life

From this point forward in the narrative, the standalone datesdetdils immediately following them
are extracts writtempreciselyf r om Fr ankoés di ary.

6 Nov47-Roy al Engineer s, El gin (Frankdés first diar

Frank (rear) and Army pal, Elgin
4™ March 1948i Private
Collection

Whether or not the war hahy influence on Frank, he, along with thousands of others, including older
brother Michael, found himself conscripted when he came of age. As early as 1942, all males between
the ages of 18 and 51 years old and resident in Britain were liable for dall apperiod of eighteen
months but whilst serving conscripts were being released by 1945, the military needed to keep its
strength up so continued the tradition.

Although born in February 1930, the first indication of service is contained in hisadiargted above
which confirmed that 3 months before his offici
but this does not tally with official documents which show that he enlisted'6iviaQ 1948 at Elgin

and was assessed for selection tosamth of the Army after taking tests and so on. ChNM&rch1948,

he signed up to an AC'¥? or one year five monthsvhich was based on his age and cadet service and

his ROC (Required Operational Capability) was unti{lDA9. His assessment form (Ayrkorm B214

- Qualification Form), as well as confirming hi
the facts that he had five brothers and two sisters, contained the following information:

Aged 18 years he had | éé¢loagsitld. He dameddn @aSs). Sc h o
He had been a French Polisher for three years, earnidgBfhd worked on both modern and
utility furniture. Before that he had been employed as a Leather Crafter, making sheepskin rugs

LAC 15*2[= One year 5 months} The National Service Act 194ahnounced that all ableodied men between the ages of
18 and 30 were to be called uhig was quickly changed to dll- to 21-yearolds The conscripts initially served for 18
months.From 1947, the period of wholetime service was two yearsNHtienal Service Act 1948nd National Service
(Amendment) Act 1948 repealed earlier Acts and provided for continuing national service imélgefarces for men for a
defined period of 1% years wholetime service and a total period of additionphettine service of 5% years.
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and carrier bags by hand, Earning&8. He could drive cars, motorcycles and lorries up to 3

ton but whilst hepossessed a license, he had never passed his test. He enjoyed playing musical
instruments, including the accordion and footbalgontry running and the high jump. When

he wasn’'t doing all this, he |iked going to

His National Service Regisr at i on number was®PVRwBIL4gBedhe4r¥
pounds and his attitude to cooking and/ or m
was one of many peculiarities of the military, where those branches of the service were
undersubscbed so anyone showing ‘positive’ attit.
themselves serving behind a counter or over a body. Not something | imagined Frank might
enjoy.

Every recruit is given five basic selection tests. The titles of these tests andatlitéeeguhat can be
assessed from the results are as follows:

DOM —Dominoes = General intelligence irrespective of education or experience
PRO- Problems = Mechanical aptitude and knowledge of simple mechanics
ARI —Arithmetic— Knowledge ofarithmetic and simple mathematics

VER —Verbal = Spelling and vocabulary

INS — Instructions = Ability to read carry out written instructions

= =4 =4 -8 -4

The results of the tests are shown in table form [in the above noted Army Form B214] as selection
gradingsthus:-

M RESULTS | 3G, | Doy | PrRO | ARI | VER | 1Ns | Ass |cm IN| TTK | TTIK | TIK | TTK

scoms:‘ﬂ. /2 |/7 A5 | 38 (43 | i \ l__u
ovove| fo | o | gl e laplomlm | (2l

N. ENLISTED AND/OR POTENTIAL TRADESMAN QUALIFICATIONS
(Give below full details of civilian employment and describe work done)

Extract from22034187, Sapper Connelly BiRualification Form dated 1BMarch 1948

The figure under *“S.G.’' [left hand column] der.
be taken as an indication on the sealg 2,3 plus, 3 minus,4or50f a man’s gener al
with 1 being the most intelligent.

Each man is then interviewed by a PSO to assess his educational standard based epant esigale
ranging between illiteracy and University degree.

Frank s educati onal standard was scored at 61 and
noncommi ssioned officer’. Specific standards not

°The Royal Engineers Journsblume LXIX No 3 dated September 1955 (New Zealand)
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[ unknown] were al/l rated as ‘2’ out of potenti

Once the assessment had been mhadele for individualSc oul d be i dent i-Figlde d,
Engineer.

Li st e d Fiafer servidelat horfie and abrga®ne section still extant in 200The PULHEM
acronym stands for the following qualitiesP - physicalcapacity U — upper extremity, -

locomotion,— hearing, E [or EE} eyesight, M- mental capacity, S stability of emotions. For each
quality, the soldier is given a number. The standard of fitness under each quality is recorded by the
figures O to 8;ltese figures are known as 'degrees'. Not all degrees are used for each quality.

In order to record in detail, the physical and mental capacity of an individual, mq
classification under the PULHHEEMS system is considered and recorded underotvangpl

gualities. a. Physical Capacity (P). 1
physical and mental development, his or her potential for physical training and suitabil
employment worldwide (i.e. the overall functional capaciiyh e * P’ gradi

ot her qualities in the PULHHEEMS profil
b. Upper Limbs (U). Indicates the functional use of the hands, arms, shoulder gird
cervical and thoracic spine, and in genshadws the individual's ability to handle weapons &
|l oads. A reduced ‘U’ grading wil!/| aff g
individual's ability to march/ run. The
locomotor systemThis quality must therefore take into account assessment of the Iy
spine, pelvis, hips, legs, knees, ankles and feet. Observation of gait and mobility a
important. Any conditions affecting the function of the locomotor system will result
reduced ‘L’ grading which wil!/ in turn |
guality assesses auditory acuity only. Diseases of the ear such as otitis externa are
under the ‘P’ quality. Howewer P’ 's@gvearde
(EE). This quality assesses visual acuity only. Diseases of the eye such as glaucq
assessed under the ‘P’ quality. However
f. Mental Capacity (M). Indicates the in@tlual's ability to learn Army skills and duties. Ment
capacity is not subject to formal medical assessment at recruitment. However, the
selection procedur e, including intervi

judgement to be ade on this quality. Subject changes are only likely to occur as a reg
neurological disease or head injury. g. Stability (S). The S quality indicates emotional st
whi ch grades the individual s abiiltary lije

(especially operations). Amendment s t ¢
psychiatric illness but are not restricted to these circumstances.

3Personnel Selection in the British ForcBhilip E Vernon M.APh.D.and John B Parry B.Ah.D, University of London
Press 1949

4 Personnel Selection the BritishArmy: RecruitgMain Title] | IWM Film (iwmcollections.org.uk)
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Franks were: P=2,U=2,L=2,H=1, E[left) =1, E [right) =1, M =2, S = 2. Which gave him a
medical grading of P2 Medically fit for unrestricted service worldwid&rading went from P2 P8
(P8—Medically unfit for service). There was no P1 grading.

The Personnel Selection Officer (PSO) made the following summary comments about Frank;

“Full well buil t | a-dSmhareahditidy appeaeance. Cleeerfulmride | | i g «
hel pful. Keen to try his best. Should respol
recommendation notesfield Engineer.

After saying goodbye to his parents, brothers, and sisters he was posted to 8 TRRE (Resyimrent
Royal Engineers) based at Pinefield Camp, Elgin which although only 150 miles north of Edinburgh
meant any contact could only be by letter as the family had no telephone.

The train journey north reminded him of the one to Spott eight pealier but this time he was on his
own.

The first order of business on arrival was to draw equipment. National Servicemen were issued with
their kit, uniform (which often didn't fit) and boots and were then encouraged to settle in. Within five
minutes lowever they were being introduced to veteran sergeants who, under pressure to train them in
as short a time as possible, began immediately! As well as the necessary introduction to a murderous
fitness regime, recruits also began the seemingly endleskipglf kit and equipment. Many regarded

this as mindless and aimed at destroying individuality. However, this strict regime helped foster group
identity and brought recruits closer together.

The day following his arrival, and before he had learned todptde had to sign the Official Secrets

Act . Usually this took the pl acignngdfanadrmy Eooormmu n a
which in itself is noted as an “in |ieu of Ar my
(although he haglist arrived) as Sapper Connelly he stated;

“ hcknowledge thdthave this day had my attention drawn to the more important provisions of
the Official Secrets Act 19141 9 2 0

| further understand thaany information that feceive oracqui re i n any way.
di vul ged ... etc.”

Weapon training, drill, fieldcraft and so on were extremely basic and were not designed to produce
professional soldiers. [My own Royal Marines training was 43 weeks.] Once trained in the basics the
recruitsattained a level of adequacy that would later be improved upon by receiving regiments in the

front | ine. Six weeks is not a long time but w:
far between.
OEndl ess dril I, g r Uteainihgi riflegy practines golestting ibamts and eqpipmerd,i ¢ a

cross country runs, lectures in the art of warfare, fatigues of all sorts and all the time corporals and
sergeants continually shouting and swearing from morning till night

Lance CorpordAdrian Cooper, Royal Engineer$94749

Once basic training was completed, specialist training began and whilst the duration of that in 1947/48
is unknown, similar training today comprises 12 weeks of basic training followed by an additional ten
weeks 6 become a Combat engineer.

©Frank T Connelly 20



Whilst never explicitly stating it | suspect Frank trained as a Combat engineer. He regularly pointed out
‘“bridges he had built’, usually in Perthshire
role and within traelling distance from the Engineers training base at Elgin.

Port Meadow

Typical Bailey Bridgei
Courtesy Museum o
Oxford

Frankqual i fi ed as a *‘ Fi eNAdgusE1948]justereee maihsaastes arrlvinglat o r
Elgin. Aftertraining,basic pay for a private soldier was 28 shillings a week in 1948 (equivalent £43.69
now) which compared poorly with a civilian average weekly wage of three pounds eighteen shillings
(E121.71). Once the young squaddies had paid for any equipnesses$ plus the essentials; soap,
shaving kit etc. they had very little left over for extravagances. A pint of beer cost them about a shilling
S0 a night out with something to eat (fish and chips was about 1/3d) then the cinema (1/6d) and a couple
of pints(2/-) totalling nearly five shillings which was just short of a fifth of his wages and likely resulted

in a walk to and from the camp to save money.

After training, Nati onal Servicemen were ofte
including Borneo, Malaya and Egypt. Egypt was shunned by those in the know as it was notorious for
freezing nights followed by blisteringly hot days. Disease was rife so the country was not sought after
as a posting. Frank was posted to Egypt.

After a short trip hora to see his family and friends, Frank was posted to 1 Engineers Store Group (UK)
RE on 14 October where he was to remain until a position could be found for him. |imagine his duties
included themind-numbingminutiaeof Army camp living including sputlashing and guard duties, as

well as extension specialist training but this is not something Frank probably enjoyed which can be seen
from an entry in his service documents in January 1949 noting;

‘“Sect 19 AA. Found dCavenky- Awarde@€ ddrdays CBably Lt/ocCol R o a

Abraham RE
Section 19AA refers to the either a local camp order or more likely, the Manual of Military Law and the
particular section undoubtedly deals in ltegarti cl
The ‘ Awarded’ comment sounds | i ke he did some
Confined to Barracks'’ . N. B When sentenced by &
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nor mal |l evel of seei ng Majop su@gedtsithe punishiment calill havey e |,
been worse but he convinced his boss it was a one off!

At the end of January 1949, he wassted 1 ESG (Engineers Stores Group), near Long Marston,
Warwickshire but this was only to be for a month prionéading off to Egypt.

During this short stay at his third camp, he once more learned new skills and about new equipment. The
Stores Group held everything from Pontoon's, Bailey's, Hafbe's, Lafbe's, Petter Egtgiresnnto

the smaller stuff. It was apgximately 9 Square miles in area, had its own Railway sidings and Engine's
and housed a Training Dog Handling unit. |t wa:

F r a n k-éntharkatioe leave passed all too quickly and was shortened when a signal sent beough t
Signal Dispatch Service (SDS) indicated he was to;

“Embar k UK and transit to MELF’

This was with effect from 22 February 1949 so at 19 years old, he found himself packing his kitbag and
heading for Egypt.

During the war shipping was used to transpaops but because of the threat frorbaats, it generally

went the ‘1l ong way around’. From a Liverpool er
Africa, around Cape Town then up through the eastern side, the Indian ocean and theAGeif, of

before entering the Red Sea and depositing troops at Suez. By the end of the war shipping could generally
follow the shortest route; passed Gibraltar then through the Mediterranean shortening the journey from
four to just two weeks.

As a fit and ougoing young man, he was looking forward to his first posting and the challenges ahead,
and life onboard was anything but dull. Although much time was spent reading and playing cards or
dominoes on the mess deck, where he slept with the other embarleesomally he could walk on

deck. This restriction was to prevent the soldiers from getting in the way of the naval officers and ratings
who were managing the ship. Daily routines were important and meals were split into port and starboard
‘wat c h etingto tise@alley ert your watch and on time was a must. Weapon training continued as
did daily physical fitness, mostly comprising of static classes of push ups and sit ups, star jumps and
running on the spot. Room was at a premium so no tactics wete@daout there were quite a few
technical lectures so time passed quickly.

One anomaly in his service documents at this time show him promoted to Local P Sergeant at this time,
perhaps to manage something or someone on board the ship but he relintpagtest just ten days
lateron#Mar ch, which was when he arrived *‘in theat
rank relinquishment, that he was to;

‘ Di s e Mdditerranean Expeditionary [Forc&]Taken on Strength X/IV

The AAMynever does or says

a g simply so und
al most a profession; X!V e

d to ‘Reinforc
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to remain on X (iv) (and the Base Deptitength) until they actusl reach their destination and were
taken on the strength by the unit to which theyjareo c eedi ng ....

4 June 48 IWT Egypt [Service History records show he arrived in Egypt®idrch 1949 and not the
date as shown in his diary]

He eventuallyarrived on 11 March 1949 at the IWT or Inland Water Transport Squadron, part of
M.E.L.F. - Middle East Land Force, whidiied been hugely active during the First World War when it
employed over 30,000 people but had gradually been wound down to muckrsmatibers. It's
emergence again in June 1940 was no surprise when it became clear that conventional supply lines
depending upon road transport were extremely unreliable in North Africa. Egypt had over 2,000 miles
of navigable waterways, including the Nitself, its huge Delta, and many miles of canals, and so this
was an obvious way of moving the vast quantiti
again to over 2,000 people of all ranks and many nationalities including, British, Dut@msndnd
Egyptians. Tugs, feluccas, and dhows were requisitioned and organised by the IWT. The Royal
Engineers themselves developed special power and dumb barges including some experimental types
made from concrete. The feluccas and dhows moved undeowresail or were towed by the tugs. The
extent of the transport network was vast and very busy and linked key cities of Cairo, Alexandria and
Port Said.

Map belonging to;

22034187 Sgt Connelly FB

(as noted on reverse)

Map of Egypt srddow
Water Transport) at Port Said and
6Moascar CRE® (Co
Engineers based at Moascar) ¢.100
miles south.

above is well creased, folded and very delicate. It includes writing
on the reversesompleted by Frank, and indicating he had been promoted to Sergeant in or for his tour
in Egypt and also lists his official Regi ment a
probably referring to Moascar, now a WW2 cemetery, but which wasaarela for regiments during
and after WW1 and 2.

The Suez Canal was an economically and strategically vital route for both Middle Eastern oil and trade
with the Far East. Britaimaintained a military presence in Egypt to protect the canal under the terms
of a treaty signed in 1936 however Egyptian nationalists resented the British presence in their country.
As early as 1945, riots had broken out and the first British soldier was killed there.

©OFrank T Connelly 23



Withdrawing from the Egyptian cities, British forces conceptitah the area immediately adjacent to
the canal, known as ‘the Canal Zone’

6lt really wadg amsoperetdegwdr |t hy. I f anybody fe
have the full treatment for rabies, injections in the tummy and evegythiwas the early days of anti

mosquito spraying of their breeding grounds in canals, swamps etc and all the waters around were being
constantly sprayed by the public health peofie.nobody got the traditional malaria. But there was a

|l ot of midgd ppyi-tmebhowap a fairly constant thing.

Second Lieutenant Kenneth Baker, Canal Zone, -B453

Between 1947 and 1963, a total of 395 National Servicemen were killed on active service. The
experience many men had of being thrown into combadtfts, such as in KorelslalayaandSuez

would never b forgotten. Men with minimal training were expected to fight guerrillas and cope with
riots or civil war situations.

l't's not known whether Frank saw gunfire or te
reducing resilience, and the comgtanenace of disease were the likely start point of many years of
illness ahead for Frank.

Egypt 1 Triumph
Motorcycles Trans
Continental.

Frank 6" from Lefti

Private Collection

In October 1949 Frank reported sick and complained of gla@ss; he was Xayed but was informed

the result was *‘ nor fMahuary 950dhe smbarked ace mar@adn hjppingdon -
get him back to the UK and on 11th February, after completing 353 days with M.E.L.F, he was sent on
Release Leavenad ef fecti vely released to Class *“Z' (T)
a Territorial, as were most servicemen during and just after the war.

In February 1950 he again reported sick, possibly on the ship that carried him home, with bisod in h
sputum. On arrival in the UK, he was allowed to return home with a final service dét&laféh 1950
but found himself during this period attending a furthem}{ where it was noted later;

“Whil st on demobi | i sRayed [athachésteclnie and found tshavea n  wa ¢
T.B. He had no definite symptoms but his parents had thought he looked thin and unwell and
encouraged himtobe-Rayed . ”
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25 Sept 1948 Jake Harrison A. 73 years died

Although he had been serving less than a year mainggindiary would have been frowned upon so at
this very early stage in its upkeep the specific dates may have been contained in letters to family or as
small notations in another book and entered in the diary later.

There was 55 years between Framkl Jake Harrison but they were not related and Jake was the same
age as Frank’s grandparents. Jake, short for J
contained within official document s nrelatdnstopy Ed i
to Frank remains, at this stage, a mystery.

Father Bernard continued to work for the-Qmerative and continued to implement the food rationing.
Customers queued along the street waiting to buy their staples including ham, meat, chieeseadd

of course sweets. Frank’s el der brothers James
lives, Leo was considering joining the Navy, Tom was finishing his education and looking towards a
scientific career and sisters Kathleen andéwere following their brothers into secondary school.

Frank’s | etters home at the time spoke of the wu
and the lack of places to spend any of his {emched pay. His mild but continuous coughingeve
beginning to annoy but visits to the nearest army medic were few and far between. His three aunts serving
in the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service were being demobbed and Frank hoped that
his release would also be soon.

1948 came and ent and the daily grind of active service went on. Daily routines in Egypt merged until
one day became the same as the next and 1949 was ushered in with hardly a celebration and certainly nc
change in monotony from the year before.

The Soviets had by nowedeloped their own nuclear bomb which increased global tensions and China
became a communist country. News that the Berlin blodkaat clothes rationing at home had come

to an end provided some relief and conversation for Frank and his many friende butal Khaki
uniform continued unabated and they most looked forward to the end of their conscription period which
for Frank, was now only months away.

The Berlin Blockade was an attempt in 1948 by the Soviet Union to limitliitiey of the United States, Great Britain and
France to travel to their sectors of Berlin, which lay within Russizoupied East Germany. Eventually, the western powers
instituted an airlift that lasted nearly a year and delivered vital supplies &fdodlVest Berlin. The Berlin Blockade, and
the Allied response in the form of tBerlin Airlift, represented the first major conflict of tild War.

©Frank T Connelly 25



Chapter Fourl t ol d them | was i1/
11 Feb 50 DEMOB LEAVE

Now twenty but with a worsening chesindition he was being sent back home to a civilian life or
‘“demobbed’” in military parlance. New thoughts f
than desert climate, and seeing friends and family again after a two years absences. Goidialy

greeted demotwith mixed feelings after losing friends in action or to illness and many would miss the
camaraderi e and time abroad. Frank didn’t chooc
escape the monotony of life in Khaki the front line. But by then, he knew he was ill.

21 Feb 50 X RAY

One of many visits to hospitals began with those re2tl 24" of February 1950 for Xays. The cause

of the by now incessant coughing which plagued him both asleep and awake neszléeétermined
before his official release from military service. During the month, as well asagsXhe had a
medical (28 February) by aloctor Elder, a specialist, to formally establish what the army doctors
suspected; that it was a form of Tuhgdosis.

3 Mar 50- LEAVE FINISHED

Whatever was determined by the Doctors and specialists he saw, Y@ B8 ch 1950 Fr ank
leave had finished and technically so had his time in the army however this was put on hold whilst they
tried to alleviatenis condition.

YT/ Cowglen
A ),7 N\ < House 3,
', o 2 \‘,. /(' m | %\ ‘/
- NS - v ‘ -
N /4 B

Cowglen « 3

ll?\s;%n al “‘ %“

&%\

(\A\ & \

BMH Cowglen 1958 Courtesy National Library of Scotland

! Tuberculosis is a bacterial infection spread through inhaling tiny droplets from the coughs or sneezes of an infected person.
Mainly affecting the lungs, itan also affect the abdomen, glands, bones and nervous system. Symptoms include persistent
cough, weight loss, night sweats, high temperature, tiredness and fatigue, loss of appetite and swellings in the neck. The
organism causing tuberculosiMycobacteium tuberculosis existed 15,000 to 20,000 years ago and has been found in relics
from ancient Egypt, India, archina.
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13 Mar 501 COWGLEN MILITARY HOSPITAL

Although noted asthe 3 n hi s di ar vy, F + @m¥k Foem WB01I—iNbtificatipns r e ¢ 0
of admissions togdischarge-frema military hospital) note his admission a¥.1Ry the 18, aged 20,

Frank’s illness had been confirmed as Pul monar
time was lost in finding both a surgeon andesl. BMH (British Military Hospital) Cowglen sat in a
rur al area just south of today’s Poll ok Countr:

Hospital during the Second World War after which it gradually became the GlasgoWestdrn
Regional Hospital Board Hospital. Frank was sixty miles from home.

The TB disease is transmitted in a similar way to colds and flu so family members, who tend to spend
more time in close contact, had a greater chance of catchingféicdon. Parents Bernard and Julia
were under no illusions and not only wanted to protect the other children but also maintain their
composure for Frank’'s benefit. As a young man
happening, hoping simplfor the best.

Frank spent much of the tim
recovering in bedi Private
Collection

—

Generally staffed by Doctors from the Medical Corp and QAIMINS whi ch Fauatahad s t h
served in, Frank became an inpatient just four weeks after retdromd=gypt.

15 Mar 50i 13 COURSE STREP AND PAS

By 1950 there was clear evidence that the administration of streptomycin (STREP) and PAa&(para
salicylic acid) considerably reduced the emergence of -dsigtant strainsof tuberculosis.
Streptomycin, which was given by injection, was expensive and had side effects including some patients
becoming ill all over again when the TB bacilli became resistant. PAS was also still under development
and when taken orally it sometisieaused anorexia, diarrhoea, nausea, and vomiting in patients.

2QAIMNS were formed some 12 years before the outbreak of World War One during a time of relative peace in the British
Empire. The Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursireg\&ce replaced the Army Nursing Service (ANS) and the Indian
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Nursing Service (INS) by royal warrant on the 27 March 1902. They were named in honour of Queen Alexandra. In 1952
they became Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps (QARANC).

Thi s ‘ti'nptaitmeenwas | i kened to a c¢ he motubhately someof r e g
the best Doctors in the worl d, member s of Pr c
recognised for its expertise in treating TB, were involved.

He may havestayed in hospital for just a few days or weeks at most but given the success elsewhere,
Frank was looking forward to getting rid of his, by now, persistent cough and putting back on some of
the weight he had lost.

Given the state of his health and theect effect on his lungs and his ability to breathe normally, it was
surprising that he continued to smoke his favourite cigafeteen doing so in the hospital grounds. It
would be many years before their continuing effect on his breathing wouldriause stop.

BMH Cowglen 1950.
Frank with cigarette and friend
Private Collection

Whilst Frank was lying in bed, the military machine was at work behind the scenes and so for simplicity
and to allow readers to complete the story without too much interruption, the dates and exachanges
memo’s and soger,on are noted

3 Towards the end of the 19th century cigarettes were popularised, causing a global lung cancer epidemic. Recognised as the
cause in the 1940s and 50s, manufacturers disputed the eviGegarettes were causing about 70% of lung cancer deaths.
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17 March 1953 Memo to Cowglen Military Hospital
Te1: Brighton 27301 kg %,y
SUBJEGTs mn.nn-i'

:hmlq‘ﬂ.
Cowglen,
GLASGOW.

B

22034457 Sor CONNEIAX Rule OWith reference to Ar

e respect of above [Sapper Connelly B.F.] namead

Prease note that Relesse Lesve granted to this

Please note the release legnaaited to this man
expired on 5 March 1950. He should therefore,
not be treated as a military patient as the condil
of the N.I. [National Insurance] Act apply in this
casad
OIC RE Records|
[Office in Command Royal Engineer Recor

11 Apri 1950- Letter to OIC RE Records re: Sapper 220341&onnelly B.F

Dear Sir,

On Monday 2 March | forwarded claim form
13 on behalf of above who had been admitted tg
Cowglen Military Hospital Glasgow. So far no
weekly pay has been made &bove, nor has his
allotment been recontinued to Mrs Julia
Connelly (mother) at above address [23
Bingham Place]. | will be obliged if you will
have the above claim

Yours faithfully

Bernard Connelly (father)
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18 April 1950- ArmyForm 1.1237 Medical Case Sheet) typed at Military Hospital Cowglen, Glasgow
i Re: 2203417 Spr Connelly FB Royal Engineers Aged 20 [with] 1year 9 months service

History-6 Whi | st on demobi | i -Raddiaohestding afalad ta have 3.8.
He had no definite symptoms but his parents had thought he looked thin and unwell and enco
him to be XRayed. He has had a Winter cough for years but productive for recent months and|
050 there was bl/mod&sSeavieii ngo motfh st haeg os phue-Rdy a
was then said to be normal. No toxic symptoms. For two weeks he has been in bed at home &
P. A. S. 60

Family Histon6 Non relevant Past HistoBNon relevant

O.E [on examinationp He looks rather thin and unwell

C.V.S [cardio vascular systen.A.D. [no abnormality/appreciable/apparent detected/ distress/
diseask

R.S:- Percussion note and breath sounds improved at R apex. doD

Investigations and progress.:

Blood pictue: - Hb [Hemoglobin]. 15.3gms. RBC [red blood cells codrl750,000. WBC [white
blood cell countp 8,600.

Differential normal. MCH [mean cell hemoglobth2.6yy

Weight 10st 7lbs. Sputum which is occasionally bloodstained is positive for A.AEIBFESt
Bacillus. An AFB sputum test is a microscopy test for TB bacilli in the patient's sputum. This te
used to diagnose pulmonary TB.

B.S.R.0 15mmy/hr (Westeggren) [Westergren test is Sedimentation Rate Blood Test, Westergre
help diagnosera monitor condlitions that cause inflammation]

Continued

Chest XRay:- Bilateral extensive infiltration L more than R with a civity and fluid level in apex o
lower lobe and probably cavitation at L apex.

d'he patient was put on a strict bedrest and P.A.S was continued. At the end of one month he
a few pounds of weight

Summary and recommendatiom patient with extensive bilateral cavitating pulmonary tubercu
who will require prolongedséorium treatment. It is recommended he be boarded P.?. and acce
forthe L.T.T.S0

L.J.Mackaspick Major RAMC

19 April 1950- Memo to Regimental Paymaster RE

r from t Moeyour @teéntioa. mrhew fs na /

e attached [ ette
c t hat Connell y6s admi ssion to Cowgl el
of

~

action taken. O
OIC RE Records

e
been [ nfor med
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5 May 1950° Memo to OIC RE RecordsRe: SappeConnelly

4.

Perhaps you could take up the matter with the Registrar at the hospital or with théregaper

This Sapper, Ex |.W.T Workshop Coy, Port Said, admitted Cowglen Hospital while on
demobilisation leave.

He handed in all his Army papers at the Demobilisation Centre at Aldershot

1 would be grateful if you could inform me whether this Spr. Shoydibérom Army resources
or if he should make a demand on National Health Insurance.

He is suffering from T.B. and is likely to become a-teng patient.

C.R.E [Commanding Royal Engineers] Lowland Dis|

6 May 1950 Medical report on a soldier (Army Form B1¥®Medical Report on an Invalid)

Statement of case (not to be divulged to the soldier)

1 This document s a 06Statement &ofmispresriteh
with words or statements added as necessary. Frank agreed that;

The injury/ disability baccepted as due to military service

He had served in the UK and Egypt between February 1949 and February 1950
He was a lorry driver

The first symtoms of Pulmonary Tuberculosis appeared in July 1949 and he did not kn
the cause
He had been treated at Cowglen Military Hospital sinteldrch 1950 and had previousl)
been attended by Dr Wright, at Portobello, Edinburgh.

He had not had the disegseor to joining up

He consented to the release of his medical documents to his civil doctor

He confirmed he had been empl/loyed as a

S AWM

© %N

0 Re por t eddestzlinic dn Zu-ebfruary] 1950 while on Demob leave in Edinburgl
ending 3/3/50. No definite symptoms, but his parents sent him as he looked ill &Ran.
showed bilateral T.B. He was sent home to bed and admitted to Cowglen M.H [Military
Hospitd] on 11/3/50. He has had a Winter cough for years, but productive over recent
and the sputum has been bloodstained. Ché&tyXseven months ago sald to be normal.

family history. No M. M. R on entry. 0

The prewritten form goes on to note that;

~

lliness caused by infectidhdid not so originate [in military service] but its origin was nof
determined.There was no evidence of negligence

His present medical condlition was fair but thin and pale, and his teeth were sound.
C.V.S n.a.d [Cardio Vascular SystenPaicotinamide adenine dinucleotide

R.S. [Right Side] & ABDO [abdomen] Impaired peraision [excessiveness] note and bre
sounds &holes {?Jn Rfight] upper lobe.

Investigations. Physical weight 10stone 7 Ibs. Urine normal. Spwéys &e[?] B.S.R.
[Bubble Stability Ratipl5 mins/hour.

Chest XRay. Extensive Bilateral Tubeculosis infiltration with large &4ty level in apex
of R [right] lowefobe & probable cavitation on L [left].

S 0 AWN

Continue
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Continued..

Treatment. Strict bed rest & P3A [paraamino salicylic acid] 12 gm [grams] daily. Will require a
prolonged period of bed rest& probably a R [right] phrenic cruBhegmoperitoneum [therapy].
No operation or treatment had been advised or declined
Recommended dischargeap e r manent /| y unfit.

Treatment under LOTTS [This could HeongTerm Oxygen Treatment Tria/

The report was accurate
The soldier should be brought before a Medical Board
The diagnosis was Opul monary tubercul osi s

Army Form B179B $tatement by a Soldier Concerning his own Case (prior to completion of B

A)
The supplemental pages to AF 179 notes that:

The Pul monary Tubercul osis was O6not attri
the eby and remai ns so0é
It was aggravated by service in Eqypt Februand Fed@uary 1950
The condition effect will persist for at least 6 months
There was no evidence of disability on entry
He should be discharged permanently and recommended treatment
L.JMackayDick Major RAMC

8 May 1950° Memo to Military Registrar

Memod DZ2/DR2d6 1 nf or mati on received from CRE [ (
Division that he was admitted hospital during release leave.

Kindly forward copy ahans case shadat same may be sent to Ministry of Pensions in order
they may be in position to determine whether his disability is attributable or aggravated by U
Service.

Kindly treat as urgent. Please cause this man to be informed withtodgsmtesent situation.
Colonel, Officer I/C R.E. record

9May 1950 Memo re O6Notifiable diseasebd

Army Form A35 [hfectious Diseases Notification Foidgopy each to:

A.D.M.S. [Assistant Director Medical Services] Lowlaisttict, Park Terrace, Glasgow
M.O.H. [Medical Officer of Health] for Glasgow, 35 Montrose Street, Glasgow
R.E.Records, Dicthling Road, Brighton, Sussex.

File

Sapper ConnellyPulmonary TBd Isolated in Military Hospital Cowglen (in accordance Retjs
[regulations]

OIC RE Records
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31 May 1950 To: Secretary, Ministry of PensiorRe: Sapper Connelly BF

The above named was admitted to hospital lBa)X examination on 21 Feb 1950 whilst on rele
leave and is still@atient.

May this office therefore be informed If the disability is accepted as attributable to or aggray
War Serviced Relative case sheets attached. Release leave expired 3 March 1950

13 June 1950 To: Regimental Paymaster RE

6Further to my |l etters of 25/4/50 and 2/

restoring above to the Army payroll with effect from 2.3.50 which date he was due to be

demobilised, but before which he was reported il , and admitted to Military Hobpitdnere he

is still.

I owi |1 be obliged after so |l ong delay to
Bernard Connelly (father)

13 June 1950 To OIC RE RecordRe 22034187 Sapper Connelly BF

With reference to youmemo of 31/5/50 forwarding the case for the above named for decisio
under the Long Term Scheme, it would appear from the evidence that Connelly was not ad
to hospital as an inpatient wuntil 1 kAmlIbs
glad i f you will confirm 6t hat the case

Ministry of Pensions

16 Junel95071 To Ministry of Pensions

6/t s conf i r maatadmifted to haswstal dufimglsaserneave, haevsiseligible 1q
consideration under the L. T.T.scheme.

Please therefore return all documents forwarded to you under this office even number dateq
50. 6

OIC RE Records (Colonel H Thomphs

21 June 1950 To OIC RERecords

owith reference to your memo of 16 June,
Yyour memo of’?May, are returned herewith as requested. For your information a disablemen

pension to his payment in this case (Pulmonary TB)
Ministry of Pension!
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28 June 1950 To OC Cowglen Military Hospital Re L.T.T. (Long Term Treatment)

Spr Connelly

0The above mentioned admitted to hospital
L.T.T.scheme, as his Release legy@red on 3 Mar 50, copy of letter from Ministry of Pensions
refers.

As this man is apparently unfit for further service, may the attached form ARBIK2[ Report
on an Invalidpe completed in order that he may be discharged from the Army Raséevel LA
Regs 1935, para 2041 . 6

OIC RE Records|

29 June 1950 Memo to OIC RE RecordsRe: Spr Connelly BF

6The attached correspondence concerning t}/
necessary action. The soldiacsount has been credited with pay to the end of release leave i.e.

If it is your intention to extend the soldiers release leave please amend form AFO 1637D.
Mr Connelly has been i nformed of action t 4

From Army Pa)Dffice, Whitchurch, Hants
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4 July 1950° Memo to Officer Commanding Military Hospital Cowglen

dt is noted from the a/q letter that this man is being refected from the L.T.T.S on the grounds
was not admitted to hospital until Marchhl bis release leaving having ended on Mamdhl3s felt
that the following information should be brought to your notice in the hope that the decision n

reconsi dered. 0

1. In Nov. 1949 this man reported sick on account of chest symptoms andRaes) ¥t
Alballa Hospital, Middle East. He was told this was normal, but we have not checked
yet.

2. His release medical examination was held in January 1950 at Port Said garrison can
patient then made no complaints.

3. While on release leave, duedand 3d March 1950, he went to a civilian M.M.R unit o8t2,
February 1950 at the advice of his parents who thought he looked unwelh Bab?dary
1950 a full size film was taken.

4. He saw Dr Elder, chest Specialist, in Edinburgh amZsbruary 1950vho told him he
had Pulmonary TB.

5. On 1IstMarch1950 the patient sent his release book page 13 to the Ministry of Pensiq
stating that he was found to have Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

6. On 3rd March 1950 his release leave ended. At this time the patientgtdtimtouch with
the Military Authorities and thus arranged for his admission hertoMéaich 1950.

Comments:.

1 6There is no doubt this man devel oped
Army. He reported sick in November 1949 sgrmptoms of the disease. It was likely it wi
contracted at that time and it was missed. Minimal early lesions are not infrequently t
detected. Efforts will be made to obtain th#ay film.

2. Itis frequently the case that after onset the patisfewasymptoms of note until the dises
s extensive. This failure to report symptoms at his release medical is not surprising.

3. His extensive disease must have been present in January at the time of his release
examination.

4. Having discovered thaé was suffering from Pulmonary Tuberculosis he reported this
immediately to the Ministry of Pensions , and his father, while the patient was confine
, took early steps to get him admitted to the nearest Military Hospital, which was achit
within eight days of his release leave ending.

5. This man has extensive Pulmonary Tuberculosis which was without doubt contracteq
his eighteen months military service, and which will require prolonged treatment and
cause permanent reduction of earrgagacity. It seems surprising that the fact of his de
admission to a Military Hospital should interfere with his clear right to the benefits of §

Long Term Treat ment Scheme, on which a
Sanitorium run by the Bréth Red Cross, who have accepted and advised him already
the medical aspect.

6. His treatment is likely to require Thoracoplasty. As this cannot be performed here it w
involve a very prolonged wait before this can be done if civilian resources ard relu p

E.F Soothill Lieut R.A.M.C
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5 July 1950° To OIC RE Records Subject L.T.T. Scheme/ Sapper Connelly BF

the L.T.T.S.

1. Please find enclosed medical report indicating that the a/m [aforementioned] is in fact elig

2. | am in complete greement with the enclosed medical report.

J McKayRick, Major R.A.M.C.
OIC Cowglen Military Hospita

5 July 1950 Memo to Mr Bernard Connelly, 23 Bingham Place, Portobello, Midlothian

Army pay.

Dear sir, your communication addressed taRbgimental Paymaster RE have been forwarded
this office in order that a reply may be sent to you.

According to records maintained in this office your son 22034187 Sapper B.F Connelly was 4
to hospitabn 11 Mar 50. AAs his release leave exred Mar 50 he cannot be brought back on

His case however was transferred to the Ministry of Pensions, Blackpool, and this office has
informed that a disablement pension is being paid in this case

OIC RE Records

10 July 1950 Memo to The Secretary, Ministry of Pensions. Re: Sapper Connelly and L.T.T scheme

0Attached | etter
of the letter this refers to, is attached.

Maythisof fi ce be

I nstructed

receili ved

of

from Military H(

any action to

Royal Engineer Records Offi

16 Jul 50i PHRENIC CRUSH

At the time Frank had this operation almost a third of Pulmonary TB patients underwent a Phrefic Crush

procedur e. Known

i n many

circles as "therapy’,

nerve under local anaesthetic, the diaphragm would be pushed upwards by the abdomen resulting in

pressure on the |
Hospital time was minimised.

ung

t os tchoel sliaap’s,e .t hDeornee

iusn dleirt t‘l
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29 Jul 501 PP INDUCTION

Prontosil Pyrazinamide discovered in 1952 was incorporated into various regimens for the immune
system treatment of TB patients. Amti-bacterial drug it was widely used in the a3ie" century.
Overtaken in the latéfties by the use of penicillin, the side effects of Prontosil were wide ranging and
included nausedeadachedizziness, hallucinations and even psychosis in a nuaflpatients.

31 Jul 501 SECOND INDUCTION

1 August 1950 To Officer I/C Records RE. Re Sapper Connelly BF

0 The dadRulemdnary TBA fgr which the above named is receiving hospital treatment /s

accepted by the Ministry of Pensions on t
date ofreleaseas passed suppl ementary payments Ww
be sent to the Service Paying Authority. The documents are being retained

From Ministry of Pension

At | ast Frank’'s father Bernard’'s determinati on
they accepted that his TB had been caused whilst on active duty.

9 August 1950 To OC Military Hospital Cowgleil Re: Sapper Connelly

0 Wi farther reference to your MHC/P/50 dated 5 July 50 and copy of this letter to Ministry
Pensions, Blackpool, dated 10 July 50. Copy of Ministry of Pensions reply is forwarded for
I nformati onoé

Office I/C RE Records

And - To Regimental PaymasteiRe: SapperConnelly

1. His disability has been accepted by the Ministry of Pensions as due to service.
2. Ministry of Pensions are making supplementary payments

Officer I/C Records RE

SProntosilis an antibacteriadrug of thesulphonamidgroup. It has a relatively broad effect agaigsam

positivecoccibut not againsenterobacteriawidely used in the mig0th entury, the discovery and development of this

first sulphonamidelrug opened a new era in medicine, because it greatly widened the suceegnicfdbial

chemotherapy n an era when many physicians doubted itds stildl
Wikipedia
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12 Aug 50 TRANSFER TO GLEN O DEEOSPITAL, BANCHORY

Six months after returning to Scotland and hisfirst ay he was transferred to
to recuperateNot before time.

Gl en 06 Deeilt
Private Collection

The first Sanatoriumto be builtic ot | and Weslsadd pan ntchcemdthected gerterally a s
of timber (it would later burn down) and had been opened at the turn of the century. Every room had a
balcony or veranda and the south facing wall had at least two thirds windowageyailt of which were
designed to be kept open as much as possible and faced south aaiuss Erez.

The Sanatwum specialised in the treatment of TB patients based on the Nordrach System (essentially
fresh air,good food and both physical and mémést) which had been established some seventy years
earlier in Germany.

After being a hotel for a period, in 1941 it was requisitioned by the army and at the end of the war
purchased by the Scottish Red Cross Society who refitted it as a sanatorivrséoviee men and
women suffering from TB. It was opened by Queen Elizabeth in 1949.

Time spent socialising was important but carefully orchestrated to maximise recuperation so any
opportunity to develop new skills or find ways to enjoy the company ofotra pass the time was

i mportant. When growing up i n rdttdndootstddls Whicls Framku r h
had learned how to make during his time recuperating. The hot days of the desert were now replaced by
late summer in the Scottishdtlands.
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12 October 1950 Admitted to Hospital

An Army progress report showing admission to [
contents are included at the entry undét Méirch 1952, at his release.

12 Mar 517 AP INDUCTION

Having recently celebrated his twesftyst birthday Frank found himself back in hospital again, this
time for an Artificial Pneumothorax Induction.

This procedure was quite common (but uncomfortable) at the time and after being given a local
anaesthetia needl e was inserted through Frank’s che:
cavity. Eventually pressure from the air would force the lung to collapse in on itself and to cease
functioning correctly. Frank was already aware that it wasghohe also had fibrotic adhesions between

the lung and the chest wall which meant the entire lung could not be collapsed.

The final state of collapse could be maintained for a period of months or even years but would require
Frank to undergo regular predural refills of air in order to do so. He hoped this would be an end to it.

22 Mar 5 ADHESIONS CUT

After recovering from the AP Induction procedure, the next stage was to address the lung &thasions

the doctors suspected were stdbtricting his breathing. Frank had become used to the shortness of
breath and was grateful that the coughing he had suffered for two and a half years had declined but the
shortness of breath due to both the AP induction and the disease wereterformgsue. To try and
alleviate his discomfort further, though not completely, the pockets of pus that had collected between the
lungs and the chest cavity which were causing bacterial infection also had to be removed. Frank
understood that the longer the dseanfection remained in his lungs, the more pleural adhesions would
form so was keen to have the procedure.

There was no indication of the method used to
method which meant that a pneumothorax (aapsiéd lung) had to be induced to allow clear access.
After the successful operation, a long recuperation time was absolutely necessary.

Visits by members of the family cheered him up considerably as did letters from a girlfriend, Jean
Buchanan. Jean, at just a year oldef"(Décember 1928), had spent time in Southfield Hospital in
Edinburgh and many months bedriddgmome being treated for TB so knew something of what Frank

had gone through; she had been put in touch by a mutual acquaintance. An immediate bond was formed.

8 Adhesionsare bands of scdike tissue that form between two surfaces inside the body and cause them to stick together.
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21 Aug 51 TRANS TO TOR NA DEE

Frank was transferred to the Te@De e ( * Hi | | b BanatoriuR ifive enonthD adfter 'the
adhesion’s operation.

Originally designed as a hydropathic hospital at the turn of the centurgadee had specialised in
treating patients suffering from rheumatism but like many similar places vwaspesed whendught
by the Red Cross in 1945.

Between then and 1950 it had been adapted to treat patients with TB, especially former military ranks.
Detailed records were kept by staff which included concise details of health on admission and discharge,
the method of #atment used, the duration of symptoms, and details of health in the years following
discharge until death or full recovery.

23 Aug 51- 1st stage Thoracapacity

Only days after being admitted to Tiw&Dee Thoracic surgery took plec

Radi opaedia. org noTheosr aocnha piatcs t weéb ir téériadt hatr s rTghi
procedure that was originally designed to permanently collapse the cavities of pulmonary tuberculosis
by removing the ribs from the chest wall and involaedsection of multiple ribs. Most thoracoplasties

are performed through a standard posterolateral thoracotomy.

The surgeon explained to Fr ankpostaraét e rt enle yt Worud do
which meant lying him on his side and removing parts of his ribs. After giving this procedure three
weeks to repair, a second stage would be carried out on another set of ribs. They also gently explained
that there was a 10% mortalitgte with this operation.

Years later he explained to me that during the procedure they had placedstotraadio beneath his

pillow on the operating table, with the vol ume
the procedure’ as they opened his body up!
'Posterol at ermdarntholryaicrog oamy’ane side (1l ater al decubitus g

the 29to the ¥'ribs. The 1st rib would be left alone to maintain the integritthe neck and shoulder girdle. The incision
and subsequent scarring would be from between the scapula aispimatlline and extend laterally to the anterior axillary
line.
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- Posterolateral

thoracotom
y Courtesy of GeekyMedics.cornr

GEEKYMEDICS.COM

Thoracic surgery targeted thaberculous cavity itself by removing it or collapsing the lung around it,

and there was an expectation that either total or partial removal of a diseased lung might eventually prove
curative. A long scar curving the length of his shoulder blade andimmkfghortness of breath testified

that the operation must have been anything but painless or curative.

6 SEP 5% 2ND STAGE THORACAPACITY

Strapped up heavily around his chest, his short trip to the operating theatre seemed-iike Hega
second stagénvolved an almost similar process but this time ribs six to eight received the same
treatment. The operation was a success.

During ward rounds a few days later; when sitting up, moving or even breathing was extremely painful,
the Doctor explained to hinln&t most thoracoplasties produce some degree of chest wall and shoulder
deformity so shoulder movement may be restricted and some sideways curvature of the spine may occur.
He also outlined how some patients develop progressive respiratory failure. Hosgita o d was n’ t
either.

16 Sep 51 STITCHES OUT

Ten days of hospital food and gentle, but necessary, physiotherapy later, and hurting from the neck down,
Frank could sit himself up and was fit enough to walk about the strictly monitored ward. Thedags

at six with blood pressure and temperatures checked by nurses before breakfast was served. Sitting at
the large table in the middle of the room was far from voluntary and it would be a brave man who stayed
in bed in defiance of matron. His breathiwgs still short and laboured but was becoming easier and
more comfortable daily. By ten o’ clock ward r ol
in bed with covers arranged and tucked iIin tig
frequently now and so he was grateful as this meant he was on the road to recovery.
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29 SEP 5 RETURN TO GLEN O DEE

Five weeks after the first operation he was returned to Glen O Dee Hospital near Banchory, where he
had recuperated over 12 months beféreew days after settling in he was delighted when Jean and her
sister Margaret (29December 1923) jean

arrived to visit him after undertaking the arduous journey from Edinburgh.

Whilst corresponding by letter Frank and Jean had discovered theyhao#d & passion for dancing

and promised that after release, they would get together and visit one of the many dance halls in
Edi nburgh. The Cavendish at Tollcross or Fairl
were both discussed. Jeaaw f ast becoming a regular feature
already married for eight years, acted as a chaperone to her.

Margaret, Frank and Jean in the
grounds of Glen O Dee hospital
19517 Private Collection

Mar g ar e ttheATStdiringghe ivar gave her something in common with Frank and shared stories
of military life ensured conversation was never dull.

Confined to a wheelchair on occasion, Frank attended daily physiotherapy and exercise classes along
with routine (by @w) medications to help his recovery. All of his brothers, except Brian, the youngest,
were working, whilst Anne was joined at secondary school by her sister Kathleen, recently finished at
St Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic (Convent) School. Parents Baemdhtlilia, now married twenty

six years, continued to live on Northfield Broadway but with ever increasing space in the flat as more of
the family left home to start their own separate lives.

8 The Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATSpften pronounced as an acronym) was the women's branch of the British Army
during the Second World War. It was formed on 9 September 1938, initially as a women's voluntary service, and existed until
1 February 1949, when it was merged into the Women's|Roggy Corps.
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4 Mar 1952- DISCHARGED FROM GLEN OEE 8:35AM

Noting the specific time in his diary was significant. It was a huge release for Frank and a relief to be
going home at last. After two years of chemotherapy and operations and whilst hopirgde * cur ed
he nonetheless understood that he would be forever afflicted with shortened breath. But he was strong
enough now both physically and mentally to face whatever life threw at him.

14 March 1952 Medical Progress Report

The reportshows admission as 12 October but is dated 14 March 1952. It notes;

Condition [of patientp Good

E.S.R. = 7mm (Erythrocyte Sedimentatighe®erence values for merd5snm/h)
Negative TB in sputum

Temperature = Afebrile (not feverish)

Weight = 10stone # pounds

No complications

Up all day on full exercise

Right Lungd A.P. Adherent in lower zone but with adequate selective collapse of the
zone, the disease in which appears to be controlled.

. Left lungd Two-stage thoracoplasty with satisfactorgazs!

60Fol /l owing a period of bed rest with pne
the P.P. abandoned. After this he was allowed a little exercise and on 23.8.51 and 6-Stéde
left thoracoplasty was performed. The psfrativecourse was entirely uneventful. With these
measures satisfactory collapse of the diseased areas has been secured but, in view of the
extensive nature of his original disease, he has been aadvised to take things quietly for som
he does thishis ultimate prognosis should be reasonably good. He has been discharged (4.
the care of Dr G. H. Bl ennerhassett, City

© QONOIOANWNK

J.R Edge M.D. M.R.C.P. Senior Assistant Medlical Of

16 April 19521 Final6 Conf i denti al 6 Medi cal Progress Report

Proceedings of a Medical Board convened (at Glen O Dee hospital) to report the progress

sol di eré, who is in hospital and for who
completed22034187 8pper Frank Bernard Connelly, aged 22, Army Class engagement cu
oYyé [/ i st Royal Engineers, has been [rece

Kincardinshire. Originally disable@ March 1950 with Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

Thispatiet s present condition I s descr i [@Bfebrilgt /
Weight 140 %4 Ibs. E.S.R = 7mm (Western GeneraRayo Right LungA.P. adhesion lower
zone but with adequate selective collapse of upper zone whereagipeass to be controlled.
Left lungd 2 stage thoracoplaswih satisfactory collapse. Up all days on full exercise. See a
report by Senior Assistant Medical Officer. [dated 14 March d988§ is an almost identical
detail of that report. Thisink is 100% disabled but NOT permanently. It is likely to last twelv
months. No treatment was refused. Now medical category D8 Orders given by the Preside
Medical Board-6 Pr oc e ed h o me " March 952aalidfcemne tindé?72a m 4
redd i nessaod.

Signed RD Chandler Lt Colonel Preside
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Chapter Five Marriage and a House

Now twentytwo and gaining in strength every day Frank had to look for work. His training as a Combat
engineer and service in Egypt gave him an aura of confidenceyotlney men of his age lacked but he
wasn’t sure what direction to take or roles to
but with unemployment almost 4%, jobs were much sought after. Eldest brother James was an
accountant, Michael had tipelice in mind; but not in Scotland, Leo had at last joined the Royal Navy
and Tom worked as a Scientific Research Assistant in a laboratory in East Kilbride but none of these
professions interested Frank so he decided to keep looking.

7 APR 52 ROYAL YCTORIA HOSPITAL ASPERATIONSSPIRATION] FLUID

Spending time walking around Edinburgh searching for work was hard going, particularly in the wet
spring weather. During one of these many days a pain in his chest grew and became extremely
uncomfortable. Rlid gathered inside his chest was affecting his lungs and other organs and without
attention could lead to further difficulties. At this point in his life it was the last thing he needed. At the
hospital in Craigleith they inserted a small needle drairpifagon) into his chest to remove the
offending liquid which was followed up by a heavy dose of antibiotics to reduce the inflammation. His
stay was days rather than the weeks or months he had become used to with previous illnesses.

30 April 1952- Medically Unfit for Further Service

Army Form B200 notes:

Total Service (as above) and Total pension qualifying Service = 1 year 287 days.
Military Conduct = Very Good.

19 JUNE 52 SELF EMPLOYED SALES REP

At last, his determination had paadf. Frank and his parents, Julia and Bernard, who he still lived with,
were delighted that he had found something and at last he had som@&eedeld money coming in.
Frank’s ease of talking to peopl e aplayalbargepartnat u
in his life but although used to trudging around town looking for work, selling was going to be
challenging. KB there is no indication in his diary of what he sold or who he workéd for

The next year passed quickly but without diaryiest Perhaps Frank was too busy working and seeing
more of Jean to be much bothered by maintaining his diary or maybe, as love was in the air, his mind
was on other things..

In London in December, a thick smog caused over 4,000 fatalities. Thsawsebecause st home
heating uses relatively lograde, sulfurous coal for heating which increased the amount of sulphur
dioxide in the smoke.
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At the beginning of 1953 gtrol rationing ended so more cars were on the roads and at the movies Doris
Day playedCal ami ty Jane. Dean Mar ti n las @emqg, hatdl b laBobk’ s A
publ i shed; his first Jaaneéthe UBited Stateasted tkeelfirst hydGgers i n o
bomb on the Marshall Islands in the Pacific Ocean.

After thedeath of her father, King George VI, Queen Elizabeth 1l became the Queen of England but the
weat her | eading up to the formal coronation in
the year went on..

9 NOV 53 REGENT LIBRARIES

Lasting eightee months, the 'Sales Rep' role didn't suit Frank but as driving was one of his great loves,
driving a library van would just be adding much more interest. Maintaining the many hundreds of books
on the shelves whilst driving the sometinmeanic streets of dnburgh was a delicate business.
Separation between the books and the driving seat had to be maintained but with a streetscape full of
hills, slipperywhenwet cobbles and multiple other cars, delivery vehicles, buses and black taxi's, this
was not alwayghe case. Driving in Edinburgh however did give him the opportunity to use the hundreds

of back streets which over the years would lead to many lengthy journeys that might have been halved
had he used the main carriageways ...

As winter drew on, floodingni the south of England was exacerbated by the wettest January since 1767
and unusually high tides which resulted in widespread flooding and the loss of 300 lives with a further
30,000 evacuated from their coastal homes.

By the beginning of 1954, Frank gdean had agreed a date for their wedding and planning was
underway but whilst Jean made most of the arrangements, Frank was distracted by learning of the first
colour television to be invented and t teleaseda nev
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11 SEP 54 MARRIED 10 AM ST CUTHBERTS CHURCH, SLATEFORD ROAD & CAVENDISH

Frank & Jean Connelly
flanked by Bridesmaids Ann
and Margaret and Best mai
Tomi Private Collection

A short entry for such a momentous event! Frank was noted &maavel | i ng Libraria
certificate and he anftancéeJ e an wer e marri ed in St Cuthbert’s
The church was closer to Jean's family home at 300 Calder Road where her parents Durttamegp. 10

1900) and Magaret or Meg (Nee Smith Clinkscale Taylor b’2®&ily 1897) Buchanan lived.

The choice of c¢church was significant. Jean had
the home when she was born but after her engagement to Frank, about whithrtbeletailed mention,

she decided to convert to Catholicism even though it was not necessary. At that time thirty percent of
marriages conducted in the Catholic church were of mixed faiths so changing faiths was not essential.
She attended catholicfah | essons at the closest Roman Cat hc
Monsignor Connolly (no known relation) preached and thereafter they decided to marry there. She was
baptised into the Catholic faith offt Rovember 1953 and would remain devthubughout her life.

The event saw family arriving from far and wide although Frank's older brother Michael was unable to
return from Hong Kong where he served in the police. He had written wishing them well and explaining

t hat when mar rliveed tthey rwovwlrd i‘elsa whi |l st doubl i n
man and Sister Anne and Jean's sister Margaret as the Bridesmaids, stylishly dressed for the occasion.
After the ceremony and as pictures were taken outside the church a passirey @vimep was spotted

and was encouraged to give Jean a ‘good luck’
reported that there would be an ‘upsurge in swe
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As the car taking the new bride and groom to their reception movedfeama the kerb, Frank opened

a window and threw a handf ul of pennies out on
oof was a tradition going back many years and a
nearest sweetinep would be visited.

At the reception, Tom, as besian, read out some of the many telegrams the couple had received
including two from Toronto; one from Franks Aunt Helen and husband Tony and one simply signed off

“all at 8 Chel sfsoridn ,Towhoinctho iwshiacnh acdodurleds bel ong
brother Thomas. Another which would have dr awn
to see you soon’ and was signed off Eletleggam$ ngl i

as well as the many invitation responses.

F .9
: c w0 pai ¢ POST @ OFFICE N%}'_’E STAMP One of the many telegrams the
RECEIVED TEEERB AN @«}5*5\ couple received on their weddin
i /"""'f'a 254:7;;>/‘)W 3 0;”6:49 T \,‘ dayi Private Collection
From 155{ EN A 5 3 A ety 94 To.Sme

By

,.'-));v(/i’ Byt i 2
| & »<7— ~\';'(r‘ﬂ need ,/u/l'/‘L/L-i (/‘c,' < J> ; /yc //\y 7‘/{‘;1
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\ = 2L Sfodbfell - SGE_ #
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For free repetition of doubtful words telephone “ TELEGRAMS ENQUIRY” or call with this form
atoffice of delivery. Other enquiries should be accompanied by this form, and, if possible, the envelope °°
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Their favourite dancehall, the Cavendishsvamly a short drive away and the party arrived soon after

the newly married couple. The wedding reception, where at seven shillings and sixpence a head (about
£9 today) included on the dinner menu; vegetable soup choices of beef steak pie or colabloage, c

peas, roast or boiled potatoes followed by trifle or jelly and ice cream and cheese with biscuits. The
extended families tucked in to the feast supplemented by the best local Bellhaven beers.

The highlight of the reception, apart from th@ncing which the new couple loved, was the cutting of
the threetiered iced wedding cake. Before the bottom tiers were cut up and distributed to the waiting
guests, the top section was carefully removed and boxed up to be used in celebration ateheghrist

of their first child.

YIn the tenements of Edinburgh, as the bride was leaving her home for the last time atindrersmall children would
gat her round the | imousine or horse and carriage and cha
changed over the years to take place after the ceremony.
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4 OCT 54 NEW FORD VAN PX £470 RXX £2,740

After a honeymoon in Llangollen, a small town in Denbighshire, Wales, famous for its Horseshoe falls
and only ten miles f®Aprinl921pwdalives with husanceHarol®i(a.1918 ( b .
in Wrexham, the happy couple all too soon returned to their rented flat at 10 Elgin Street, Edinburgh.

Mr & Mrs Frank Connelly cut their wedding cake
Private Collection

Jean worked as a Clerkess and Frank
branching out on iB own with the library
business. He needed his own van and so tre
in his beloved car. Now whether tiRX [Part
Exchange] noted above was the amount
received for his car and the noRHX(Received
?) was the amount left to pay is a matter
conjecture but the amount owing would ha
been almost insurmountable for a young couj
At the time, a new car would generally have c
about £700 (around £18,000 in 2021) a
perhaps slightly more for a van.

17 Oct 1954 MOVED TO 26 NORTHFIELD DRIVE /BW CAR

A month after they are married, Frank and Jean move into a new home and also bought a new car. |
suspect the ‘new car’' referred to the I|ibrary
arrival rather than soswbhonkHEnows. bdeahedwdnt e ¢

Number 26 Northfield Drive was a prefabricated

Made from precast reinforced concrete panels bolted together and roofed with asbestos sheets, they
were part of the postvWII drive to rehouse families who had lost their homes during the Blitz or
servicemen coming back from the war. Frank and Jean considered themselves very lucky indeed to have
a house of their own.

At a weekly rent of 12 Shillings and Sixpence (£15 in 20@4as a large part of their joint wages. The
t wo bedroom ‘bungalow style’ house had a | ivin
good sized bedrooms, all connected by a short hall where an airing cupboard was recessed. Single glazec
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(No double or triple glazing back then) windows on three sides were fitted with curtains (home made by
Jean on her treadle Singer sewing machine) and the complete house was heated by a single coal fire
situated in the living room.

L e T e
[ - - . ’ "

- }
) = 1
T =

TENFORARY HOVSES SECD MARX 3

26 Northfield Drive, Edinburgh. Family with Jeanar ~ Typical Prefab layout similar in detail to number 26
Frank (far right)T Private Collection

They could not afford fitted carpets so linoleum was laid throughout with small rugs in the main rooms.
The cdd was kept at bay, at least in bed, where wedding gifts including; the green flannelette sheets

from the Mclntosh’s, white and blue striped b
Alhambra cover from great friends Irene and Dave, at leastayaeenblance of warmth in the winter.
El sewhere a walnut tea trolley from Frank's Au

patterned coffee table from Mr & Mrs Coyle at least meant they had somewhere to put cups and plates
on. They would nevego short of towels and there was a gifted wedding clock in every room! Many
relatives gave the young couple gifts of money which meant they could put deposits down or even buy
the necessary bed, settee and kitchen table and so on.

The first few weeks ithe new house were spent decorating, which Jean enjoyed. It was now possible
to paint emulsions directly onto plasterboard, which was cheaper than wallpaper, and this brought colour
into rooms. Frank tried to help but the fumes from the paint immediatalged him breathing

di fficulties and quickly brought on coughing fi

13 NOV 54HELEN & TONY MARRIED NEW ZEALAND

“Aunt’ Hel en [Ydasuvary ML6jhpi hsy nbu. m-2ad esigratad éorCanada after the
war along with husband to be, Anthony (Tony) Munley (5. May 1912) and were married there on
13" November 1953. Their emigration to New Zealand was not urftiiNrch 1959 so again this
suggests that the diary was written much later and probablyditiean notes or memory.
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Chapter six- LibrariesR-Us
2 APR 55 ALEXANDERS PITT STREET, JOCKEY TEAM

There has been no record found yet indicating the nature of Alexanders business in Pitt Street, Leith, nor
what function a Jockey Team played in it butving from Regent Libraries was a change in direction

and one hopefully for the better. The 'jockey’ reference suggests a bookmaker connection but Frank was
rarely if ever seen in these shops or known to have placed regular bets.

4 OCT 55 GRANDAD DIES AG 75

Frank's maternal grandfather Michael Murphy was one of seven siblings born to Michael Murphy and
Mary MacDonald. He was born off Bune 1877 at home in the small family occupied house at Arniston
Place, near the village of Cockpen at a time wherekfeectancy was about forty years. By 1955 he had
outlived most of his contemporaries by a significant margin. A coal miner most of his adult working life
and used to working in dank, dust filled environments that most men could not tolerate, it wasise sur

that chronic bronchitis was noted (as well as heart disease) on his death certificate. It was only
astonishing he had lasted so long.

17 Dec 55 BRONCHITIS

Frank understood that bronchttisas becoming a common occurrence throughout hipéiféicularly

after the removal of a significant part of his lung during the thoracoplasty operation in 1951. The
infection weakened him considerably. Frank's bronchitis was not thdirsélig' and 'inconvenient'

disease described in text books, but etiimg potentially much more deadly. He knew his wife Jean
watched as he struggled with each breath and the fact that he was not hospitalized is puzzling but not
surprising given he had spent so much time in hospitals in his twenties. Remaining at Hea@sn

care, they both agreed, was a risk worth taking even though she was heavily pregnant with their first
child and had also survived the disease herself some years before. Their house, separated but not isolate
from others, allowed their closest neiglurs, the Hastons, to occasionally talk to the couple over the

low garden fence.

18 Dec 55 FIN ALEXANDERS

Realising that his illness prevented him from working and also that it could last for months rather than
days or weeks, he advised Alexanders imiatety that he would finish. His third job in three years.

I Acute bronchitis is a common, séthiting but inconvenient illness, arising as a result of exposure to cold or to sudden
changes in temperature or inhalation of irritating ¢er vapours. Starting with common cold symptoms and progressed to
constitutional upset, fever, irritating dry cough, wheezing and rawness in the throat. It can be treated with antibiotics.
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Onthe ¥February 1956, at Im@rning, daring an of thencoldest Spalls of r d a
weather of the twentieth century, Frank and Jean's first child was born. The persistent easterly wind,
frosty nights and snow across much of the country continued to make travel difficult but could not
prevent poud, but frantic, parents Frank and Jean arriving at the baby unit at Elsie Inglis maternity
hospital in Edinburgh to allow Jean to give bir
Connelly. | was named Frank rather than Francis (wtiéchFrank disliked) and Taylor after both Jean's
mother and her grandfather, William Taylor {19anuary 1860- 26" April 1934) who had been a
Cabinet maker throughout his |ife. I wasn’t me
siblings.I know Frank retained an annual pocket diary where, on change of diary, he lovingly wrote up
the latest version, with the lists of birthdates of a whole host of people, inchitiofdiis children. On

the birth certificate Frank is noted as a 'Travellinigrarian' but in the hospitals labour register as a
garage attendant.

aT—

Frank and Jean with
Young Frank Private
Collection

6 Mar 561 CAXTON PUBLISHING

In 1956 The Caxton Publishing Company had been in business for ninety years and was heatiquartere
in London at 84, 85 and 86 Chancery Lane, W.C 2. A major publishing house it had branches in a number
of large cities, including, in some capacity, Edinburgh. Publishers of such luminaries as Charles Dickens
and Walter Scott, it had a range of gran@sithnd had broadened it to include books for the promotional
mar ket including a wide range of subjects as w
body, and spirit.

4 APR 56 FIN CAXTON PUBLISHING

Lasting less than a month wi@axton Publishing must have been a record of sorts for Frank but whether
leaving was by mutual consent, frustration or falling out we'll never know but the underlining of the title
is Frank's and suggests the latter. Worries just seemed to pile up égpsdiaére was now a baby boy

(me) to consider. The couple remained strong and confident of Frank's ability to find another income
and could survive through Jean's frugality and inventiveness as well as the support of their extended
families. The Caxton tiblishing Group would thrive without Frank for another sixty years.
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5 APR 1956 BOUGHT NEW LIBRARY NEW FORD TRANSIT £1,786

Never |l et it be said that the grass grew under

Ford Taunus Transiuccessor to
the FK1000" Courtesy Wikipedia

a new business! Whether the library came with the van or the books were stored elsewhere is a matter
for conjecture and | suspect the focus was mor
Transit , i ntroduced in 1953 as the FK 1000, was th
badge [the beginnings of 'whiten-man'?]. It was built in Ford's KdIn plant in Germany, its size and
shape eerily similar to the Volkswagen camper vanuesa by touring hippies. With a side opening

door, low roof and limited internal storage space it was not built for book browsing but it was certainly

a start.

14 MAY 56 GRANNY DIED A/76

Frank’s granny, Anni e Mur phy hygfewmontiesandlieddvhilstn | y
staying with her youngest daughter Heleme of Franks nursing Auntsand her husband Tony at The

Old Mill cottage in Carstairs, Lanarkshire. Annie's death brought to an end that generation and her main
cause of deathsaeported by sem-law Tony, was hypertension, senility and coronary thrombosis. The
stress of caring for her dying husband and years of high blood pressure would have aggravated this.
After her husband, her sorrow in life had been the death of her téaudize (24" March 1914- 18"

October 1921) of meningitis, when they lived in a miners cottage at The Jewel to the north of
Duddingston in Edinburgh.

Annie was survived by a large family: Julia 54, married with eight children (including Frank); Michae
53, married with four children; Thomas 52, who had moved to Canada; Mary 49, now living in New
Plymouth, New Zealand with husband Edward; Annie, usually known as Anne, 46, continuing her
nursing services in the district surrounding Kirkmichael in thdtiStoHighlands after completing her
service as a Captain in Queen Alexandra's Imperial Royal Army Nursing Corp and Helen 39, living in
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Old Mill Cottage, Carstairs and thinking of joining her sister in New Zealand. They, and her many
grandchildren would marn her passing.

2 FEB 571 WILLIAMINA ANDERSON HARRISON DIED AGE 72 YEARS

Although Jake Harrison could not be found in official recosg® 25 Sept 1948 enfyryvith the limited
information noted previously in the diary, his wife Williamina could.H@ndeath certificate along with

the cause, a cerebral embolism, was noted the name and occupation of her husband. John McMicken
Harrison (c 1876- 25" September 1948). They had lived at Doon Farm, Spott near Dunbar. With these
details, a more comprehewsisearch of archives could be conducted and it appears that John Harrison
had died in the Royal Infirmary Edinburgh from a combination of illnesses including carcinoma of the
pelvis and broncho pneumonia. He had suffered for 18 months.

Known a sroughbat kielife, thheltouple, with their family had lived on the Spott estate, where
Jake was the gamekeeper and Frank and his brothers had evacuated to during the war. Frank returnec
to the estate many times over the years where his knowledge andalis®sifunseen paths and small

trout laden streams was a mystery, until now.

Life in 1957 was improving at last. Frank and Jean had settled into life in their own house, which was
never short of visitors. Frank continued delivering books tdilwiary customers and Jean, pregnant

now with their second child, looked after the garden and the house and visited bothimiativeiulia

living only 500 yards away and her own mother Margaret, who lived at the other side of town and a bus
trip away inthe Sauchton area. Both their husbands, Bernard and Duncan, were usually working during
the day, Bernard in his grocers shop and Duncan as a record keeper, and as young Frank was only one
year old, he was in bed in the early evening so day time visitstieereorm. Weekends were savoured

as family time with occasional visits to the ‘.
but also entertaining the many friends the happy couple had.

Following a stormy June, July by comparison was sunnjhahathen Peter Bernard Connelly was born

on Friday 19' July 1957. The birth went well and a few days later Jean was able to make the trip home,
in the front of the library van, with baby Peter alongside her

The new baby was comfortably wrapped inghnanny knitted

shawl and placed in the grey collapsible carry cot for the
journey and would be trans

at home. The front bedroom now had a single bed, which

young Frank slept in and a cot for Peter.

Peter Bernard Conelly 19"
July 1957i Private Collection

Life with two small children would be a big change and a greater challenge than anything the couple had
gone through before.
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ChapterseverJ o0bs, jobs, |jobs...
16 NOV 57 ROGERS & KAYE REP

The library busings was never destined to make Frank a wealthy man and earning enough to feed a
family of four was a struggle so when a new job opportunity arose, he grabbed it with both hands. Rogers
& Kaye were a Limited company based in Belfast and acted as agettssfortA mer i can ‘ Roge
machines. Frank already had experience of selling and was hired as their representative in Edinburgh
and Scotland, so more travelling was on the cards. Through the cold winter of 1957 he persevered,
making his way for the mosapt doorto-door around the Edinburgh area. He was a good salesman with
some of the gifof-the-gab from both his mother and father's Irish roots. Continuing through the spring
and summer months and as the children grew, he trudged up and downstaes@rthanging weather

trying to persuade housewives that they should convince their husbands they were in need of a sewing
machine and could afford the weekly payments. As summer turned to autumn and the leaves began to
fall and rot, complicating the caage of heavy machines over slippery pavements, the cough that had
been building over a few weeks became persister
Frank disliked attending the doctor but each evening as the cough grew worse ksawerds grew
stronger until at last Frank relented. At some point around this time, Frank also worked for PFAFF
sewing machines and a photograph exists of the liveried van he drove.

17 OCT 1958 OFF WORK CHEST 8 MONTHS

For such an innocuous diagptry the impact on Frank and the family (there were now two boys) was
enormous.

The tuberculosis he had contracted in 1950 had already weakened and scarred his lungs and during the
previous winter he had been poorly on a regular basis, caused in paet $lgd of dooto-door sales

in all weathers. Persistent coughs and colds continued to diminish his fundamental ability to breathe so
serious illness was inevitable.

Throughout the winter of 1958 he remained for the most part, confined to bedackiledroom with

an occasional change of scenery when he was able to negotiate the cold hallway to visit the living room.
The green bed settee was opened out on these occasions to allow him a comfortable sleep by the relative
warmth of the small coal fireThe change of view for Frank also served to allow Jean time to air the
bedroom and change sheets and so on, a task she willingly took on. The dark winter months dragged on
into the Spring of 1959 and as the clocks changed, so too did the weatherastdanshine arrived

after the long dismal winter months. Sitting in the garden when there was fair weather allowed a change
of scene and quite literally, a breath of fresh air and Frank could admire his growing children as they
toddled about on the stdlamp grass. The fresh spring air seemed to help reduce breathing pressures and
the sight of green shoots and buds returning to the garden, all Jean's work, hinted at new beginnings and
were a welcome sight.

©OFrank T Connelly 54



Whilst he may have been given some form of siaik from Rogers & Kaye during this eightonth
iliness, it's likely to have been a mere pittance so how the family survived is remarkable and testimony
to Jean's skill with the purse strings and their extended families living close by.

22 JUN 59 BACK TO VORK

After spending eight months mostly confined to the couples draughty prefabricated house, with the
majority of time lying in bed, Frank was very weak, so before going back to work with Rogers & Kaye
and needing to regain a decent level of fithess hadlioly walking, slowly at first, around the garden,

the streets surrounding the house and then the Figgate Park.

His time confined to home had been frustrating: his difficulty breathing meant that strenuous exercise,
including cutting the grass with theng handled push mower, was out of the question; his love of books
meant there were many around the house including copies of the Readers Digest's and a pictorial
collection of war history volumes, but eventually he had read them all; housework, caitio @hy

sort (hoovering, dusting, cleaning the coal fire grate out etc.), sent him into coughing fits, resulting in
handkerchiefs becoming stained with blood and mucus.

The management at Rogers & Kaye welcomed him back but explained his positionrhaiteldealbeit
temporarily. Frank never showed disappointment and after some discussion and being the determined
person he was, he was back trudging the streets again within a few days, hawking the vacuum cleaners
up and down the cold and damp teneméats of Edinburgh hoping for the sale that would earn him

the much soughkafter commission.

Within days of starting back he realised he was taking on too much too soon though fortunately his
manager saw Frank's potential and willingness to adapt andssedgdbat Frank might benefit from

some time in the office whilst his recovery to a better level of fithess continued. His organisational skills
were excellent and he coped well for a few months but office work was not his forte aoygldiay he

grew morediscouraged. Jean was immensely pragmatic and after discussing options, the couple decided
that this particular daily grind for Frank could not continue and so at the beginning of the winter of 1959
Frank advised his employers that the time to move drahdved.

10 NOV 59 FIN ROGERS & KAYE

Leaving a job without having another lined up was a brave decision, particularly with two small children
and at the beginning of winter. The glass fronted fire they sat around in the evening provided some
warmth ad this, when they could afford it, was supplemented with a green paraffin heater which stood
in the gap between the settee and the single matching chair, blocking out some of the cold air coming
through the single glazed windows. A carpet covered therityapd the floor whilst in front of the hearth

a small fireside rug gave a focus for the two boys to play on until the heat from the fire made their faces
glow red and they cuddled in on the settee with Jean. After preparing dinner, 'tea’ in Scotlaad, in
kitchen, Jean carefully wrapped the potato peelings in old newspaper and placed them on the low fire.
After the initial sizzle of the water popping and once the wrapped peelings had dried out, the resulting

©Frank T Connelly 55



blaze lasted only a few minutes but was acaeie burst of heat which warmed and brightened the
gloomier corners of the living room and made the boys faces dance in the firelight.

Franks stomach had been giving him trouble recently and to alleviate the sorddtior@s pain, he

was reminded that whehospitalized years before he had been introduced to tripe cooked in milk, a dish
designed to introduce an impressive amount of nutrients to the body but whose smell when cooking
outlasted that of cooking fish. Relatively easy on the stomach, as his tHadttold him, he loved it,

but Jean cooked it with the windows open, for the necessary three to four hours. Now that he was
unemployed again, he also had time to return to his doctor for some more advice or medicine; it was
something he could not put affuch longer.

13 JAN 60° XRAY STOMACH
ifiHe used to eat Rennie's (indigestion tablets)

The trips to the doctor before Christmas had resulted in a specialist appointment, the first stage of which
was an Xray. The forerunner for therocedure was usually a horrible tasting and difficult to swallow,

'like chewing rubber', barium meal concoction, designed, when swallowed, to highlight areas of interest
for the consultant. I't must have bekenngnelredi W
after spending so many years in hospital, but there is no record of any actions carried out as a result of
the X-ray so it has to be assumed tests were inconclusive and Frank just soldiered on.

ifiHe was never withioawg] ai mmaild podcheff of HResimel | e
Margaret Connelly 2021
18 JAN 60" SELECT ELECTRICS GLASGOW

Although he never seemed to be out of employment for long, the stress from worry may have contributed
to his stomach problems, but he persevekathily commute to Glasgow seemed worthwhile and would
keep the wolf from the door a bit longer and he, unlike many commuters, enjoyed the journey.

9 FEB 601 JOCK BOWMAN DIED

Jock (John Henry) Bowman "t3Vlarch 1905- 9" February 1960) diedelatively young at just 54.
Originally from Carlisle he had ‘migrated’ nor't
Ramsay (28July 1909) from Pathhead, Mi dl ot hi an. J o
she was known to all, a8 married to Harry Robertson Toolan (c. 1928) and Harry & Betty were best
friends with Frank & Jean and so Betty's parents were also friends.

29 MAR 60° MR TOOLAN DIED

Betty, having lost her father only weeks before, now found herself supporting hantlwgho lost his.
Peter Toolan's (b. Irelandd. 29" March 1960) death meant two young widows needed the support of
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their children and their kin. Neither Frank nor Jean lacked empathy and loyally supported their
inconsolable friends.

25 JUL 601 FIN SELECT ELECTRICS

Six months in the daily commute followed by constant driving at work took its toll and so another job
ended. Frank and Jean remained stoical but feeding two hungry kids, with a third on the way, meant
unusually frequent trips to both grannvelsere an extra plate or two at meals had never been a problem.

5™ AUG 60i EAST SCOTLAND VAC AGENCY

(NB. The change in date format in this entry does not appear to be significant. Future entries are highly
varied)

Hardly two weeks had elapsbdfore Frank secured new employment. Back to selling vacuum cleaners
meant more trudging around although by now Frank was confident enough to pass on his learning and

skill set to others so more time wasacsumewete ‘ of
the mainstay but whilst the emphasis seemed to be slowly moving from upright to cylinder, it just as
guickly moved back again. New and i mproved ‘to«

Courtesy- Electrolux Limited

CLEANER

10 Oct 60F 3 WEEKS BRNCHITIS

Jean must have been anxious. Into her sixth month of pregnancy with their third child the last thing the
growing family needed was Frank being ill again. Just two years previously he had been ill with a bad
chest for eight months so being bedrid@gain meant that his employers were seriously considering his
value to them. As before, the young couple coped. Frank was now thirty and Jean almedstdlarig

they had two children under five and another due in three months. After leaving théannspénding
almost two years in various hospitals, Frank was on his seventh job in just eight years.
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Just a week after John F Kennedy was made tleéPB&sident of the USA, on the®danuary 1961,

and during a mildethanusual January, Frank matlee short fifteeraminute journey to Elsie Inglis
Maternity Hospital. Young Frank and brother Peter had been staying with granny and granda Connelly
as jean had been taken in to Elsie InglisoAdlanuary with some | abour is
had returned home and played, watched over™by Je
December 1925), who with her two children Kenny"{2pril 1948) and Mike Birch (22' September

1950), currently at school, were regular visitors.

Althoughhe had been told to go home, Frank had sat quietly reading an old newspaper in a waiting area
and contemplated the stories including; the Americés®Rircraft that had crashed in North Carolina

with hydrogen bombs ehoard, one of which began its armisgquence (!) after five of its six safety
switches failed and wondered whether the potential 24 megaton explosion could do more damage than
three children under five. Elsewhere the paper outlined the Governments proposal to join the European
Economic Commanity (EEC) which he thought unlikely to happen.

Jean had to miss her favourite movie star Jeff
began so was not best pleased. Babies have a way of making their appearance in the world with
sometines minimal notice and so she now found herself in a green walled cubicle on a high bed where
a nurse occasionally popped in to check the delivery status (not to check how she was!) and a doctor
attended less frequently to confirm what the nurses toldthited and left. She expected to be kiept

for a few days after the birth during which time she begin her recovery. As it turned out, David John
Connelly did not want to wait too long that day and appeared healthily at 3:20pm.

After reading the paper arishding himself at a loose end, Frank adjourned to a nearby pub where he
enjoyed a beer and his favourite table game, dominoes. Fortunately, he popped back to the maternity
unit to check progress after just a couple of hours and so was on hand (blawed &) when Jean
gave birth. On David’'s birth certificate Frank

4 MAR 611 FIN EAST SCOTLAND VAC AGENCY

It s difficult to i magine what the couple thou
choice@ Frank’s. Young Frank was due to start sch
in the draughty prefab were the norm, so this was something else to worry about. The couple were
uncomplaining and were fortunate to have extended family clpos¢hlerwise, who knows what might
happen.

6 MAR 61 SIGNED ON BUREO GEORGE ST.

Bills had to be paid and so against his principles but out of necessity, Frank signed on to the dole. The
Labour Bur %asitwascolloquiblly knawh was in the cenof Edinburgh on George Street,
which paralleled the famous Princes Street. After finding somewhere to park the car (I never knew him
to use public transport) and then queuing with the many others who attended, his frustration only
mounted when it was ebpned that he would have to accept any work if available or lose the

©Frank T Connelly 58



employment benefit normally paid. He was paid the meagre amount of two pounds seventeen and six
(£68.29 in 2021) which would have to last a week before the next visit.

10 APR6LELECTR C 606 AP®PLI ANCES

Someone somewhere was listening to his innermost thoughts and only four weeks after signing on, a
new job beckoned. El ectric O Appliances had
Scarborough, North Yorkshire. Formed byr@on and Herbert Smith in 1951 thepgeratedin the

‘ v e h + mdcharsical components and parts' industry. Now whilst Frank technically had been an
‘engineer it was neither of the electriopel or
with his outgoing and sales orientated personality made this new role all the more interesting.

8 MAY 61 SALES SUPERVISOR

At last, his talent was being recognised and money was once again coming into the home. Frank got on
easily with people but hastrong views and did not suffer fools so keeping his own counsel was tricky.

8 JUN 611 SALES MANAGER

Another promotion, the second in less than three months, and both Frank and Jean were delighted. With
advancement though came more responsibility, repeoblem, but also more travel, and further afield.
However, things were definitely looking up. Jean was able to buy clothes and bunk beds for the boys
which would give them some more space.

Whilst Frank and Jean were settled in Scotland, Frank's yowsigestKathleen was living in the USA

with husband Roy and giving birth to their second child in two years. Their first, Carol Patricia Nelson
(1t August 1960) was born in Montreal whilst her younger brother, by twelve months, Roderick Joseph
(29" Augud 1961) made his first appearance in Boston where the family had moved following Roy's
career interests. Both Frank's older brothers were making lives for themselves, James and wife Hermione
in America and Michael and wife Sadie in Hong Kong where Mictvasl already a Depute Divisional
Inspector in the C.I.D. Leo and his wife Eileen were settled in Edinburgh with their first child, Brother
Tom was continuing his training in a seminary outside Paris, Sister Anne and husband Andrew were

1Broo, burogb ’ randbreware informal Scottish andish forms of the noumureauand were used tdescribe the act of
beingunemployed. Onh e bur oo denot eStottishoand Irshhfermsisach besob hagercaime to Bpecifically
denotea Labour Bureaui.e. a government office from which unemployment benefit is distributed, henc¢halso
unempl oyment bendfibuttself being *“dole

2El ectric “O' Appliances was formed in 1951 in Scarborouc

Starting out with vacuum cleaner sales they then branched out to assist vacuum purchases by forming Gweneth Commerce,

whoran credit finance from 1954. They had a number of shops; Middlesborough, Nottingham, Leicester and maybe Glasgow

anddiddootoo-d oor sales. I n the mid 50's they began forming va
"t rade mioguahythiag for anyanaimkcluding the 1959 MOD water bottle and canteen cup used worldwide.
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expecting their first child in the Spring of 1962 and youngest Brother Brian continued to work for the
Ministry of Pensions and National Insurance in Newcastlewsdather was now a Master Grocer and
managed the Goperative store at 23 Magdalene Drive, Edinburgh where the short walk from his now
free-off-children home less than a mile and a short walk away at 23 Bingham Place, Edinburgh.

Elsewhere in the world{uri Gagarin had become the first man in space and President John F Kennedy
asked the US congress for $531 million to put a man on the moon before the end of the decade. The f
concrete blocks were being put in place to create a wall separating eastsarigerlinand in Britain

the farthing coin, in use since the thirteenth century, ceased to be legal tender. Jean carefully went through
Frank's pennies jar to remove them.

Jean liked her music around the house and a group newly named the Beatlepesiagmore and

more. Frank was not so keen but did enjoy Acker Bilk's 'Strangers on the shore'. He was already miffed
about the new '‘panda’ crossings which allowed pedestrians to push a button for a green man to appear
allowing road crossings but stoppitraffic, a frustration Frank could barely tolerate.

An outbreak of smallpox in Cardiff meant a trip to the doctors enquiring about vaccination for the boys
but Jean was rassured that almost a million people in the Wales Region were \miomated and it
was unlikely to spread to Scotland.

22 APR 62 JEAN BOWMAN DIED BETTYS MUM

Jean Bowman (Nee Ramsay'™3uly 1909— 22" April 1962) died suddenly whilst attending the
Spiritualist Hall, 20a Bath St, Portobello, Edinburgh. She wsis52. Only child and daughter Betty

was one of Frank and Jean’s closest friends anc
(34 March 1905- 9" February 1960) only two years previously. Jean had been a committed spiritualist
and it waditting that she died in a place she loved. Daughter Betty followed the same faith.

2 JUL 62i TOMS ORDINATION MILTON HOUSHotel]

Younger brother Tom gave up his scientific car
Catholic Church had alays been a cornerstone for the family and it was no surprise that at least one of
the boys chose the priesthood as a career. After training at a seminary outside Paris, France, he was
ordained into the Roman Catholic Church at St John's, Portobello, Edgntbu ( t he f ami | y°’
worship), on Sunday the'bf July 1962. The Milton House Hofebn Milton Road in Edinburgh, is

3 The Milton House Hotel Built as a local Lairds house in around 1840 'Rosemount' remained a substantiahtamély

till the 1870s when it became the home of Anglican nuns who created their own Chapel in the grounds. The nuns cared for
"young | adies in need of care and protection’. The 'youn
bough by the Park Family in the mitl950s who created a popular hotel, the 'Milton House' which was famed for its weekend
dances.

It was bought by the hotel arm of Belhaven Brewery for a short time who renamed it Kings Manor. The hotel was sold to the
Solley family in 1976 that have owned and operated it since that itdegs Manor.com

©Frank T Connelly 60



only a mile from the church and close to most of the family so was a regular function setting for them.
Tom was looking forward to his first parish in East Kiloride,acent ‘ new t own’ S0 me
east of Glasgow.

Tom in centre flanked by
Jake and Williamena
Harrison and above Peter
and Frank on far right above
young Frank Private
Collection

Between June 1961 and the February 63 entry (below), tlasrenty two diary notes which underscores
the | evel of intensity of Frank’s workload. Sec
already in bed when he arrived home.

1962 sped passed with significant events happening on the Internatiagal iscluding; NASA
launched their 'Ranger 4' spacecraft whiashed on the lunar surfadcke Cuban missile crisis, where

the Soviets helped Cuba build missile bases capable of firing Intermediate Range Balistic Missiles
(IRBM's) at targets throughotiie United States; Continental Airlines Flight 11 crashes after bombs
explode, killing all 45 passengers and crew; The Rolling Stoned performed their first concert; An attempt
to assassinate French president Charles de Gaulle; Lawrence of Arabia anBdadiees) 'Dr No' are
released and the television programme 'Z cars' appears for the first {@o&jAbus Dy Storm (a Cat

3 hurricane) has winds measuring more than 150 mph in several locations; 46 people died.

Frank, Jean and the boys continuedrthis

14 FEB 63 PROMOTED AREA MANAGER TRA/TO SUNDERLAND

Frank enjoyed working for Electric O Applianct
a natural affinity with people and knew how to train and manage them. Driving was also a aadsion
somet hing he was happy to do all day but the °

which was at least a two hour drive down the Al, which also meant it washotwalrive back home

at night. Bed & Breakfast stays were fine in the skenn but Frank had no intention of moving the
family south so hoped for a move back to the Lothians at some point. The long journey back and forward
was unsustainable. Brother Brian was at the beginning of his career in the Ministry of Pensions and
Natioral Insurance in Newcastle at the same time as Frank was in Sunderland some forty miles away
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but with the long hours at work and spare time given over to meeting his new girlfriend Terrie (Theresa
Hughes 28 December 1942), their paths rarelpssed.

iPerhaps brought on by the stress of managing t
remember going with Brother Peter to live with Connelly grandparents at Bingham for two weeks which
was cl ose enough t o |SoakPetetandll tolcontinsie aRendinm ad thigk D& h o o
stayed with granny and granda Buchanan at the other side of town to help spread the load a bit. There
were hushed conversations and hospital was mentioned where | believe mum was ill. The eveat was ne
discussed . Frank Connelly 2021

26 JUNG3 FI NI SHED EG6OG6A

Good while it lasted, the travelling to and fro his workplace was just too far to manage realistically and
the promise of a more local patch never materialised, so by dedigfault, Frank once more, after two
years, was unemployed again.

8 JUL 631 SELF EMPLOYED BEDFORD HOME ELECTRICS

His experience over two years had given him a huge skill and confidence boost so becoming self
empl oyed agai n ( ..r emeanatwa next step. He hath hissownywehielg andvcauld
design his own patch, working hours and workload. Never shy of hard work, he immediately set about
getting new (and some old) customers for his new business. Boxes of parts of vacuum cleaners and
wading machines were stored in the garden shed and the smddetiwoom prefab lost much needed
space to machines awaiting repair. The family buried their beloved Alsatian Labrador cross, Barney, who
they had looked after for years after cousins KennyMik& moved into a flat and could no longer do

So.

9 JUL 631 NEW FORD CONSUL £7122

Confident of the success of his newest venture
‘“stick shift’® style of t henceasedroom forthe gravnafangley f o
and the tools he needed for work. The boys loved sitting behind the wheel pretend driving and were able
to slide easily between driver and passenger front seats because of their close proximity and vinyl
surface. Theilt-i n ci garette | ighter -ugl’| owmheedn Fdrrainvki ntgo
favourite brand ‘Embassy Filter tipped’ was ne\
believed that the filter on each cigarette would protect them émyrharmful effects.

Jean’s sister Margaret, aka Magga, who along w
some time and in late 1962 was diagnosed with carcinomatosis. Whilst she received treatment for the
cancer that had spread throughber body, she was visited at Christmas by Sister Jean and the boys.
Young Frank dressed as a policeman and Brother Peter as an Indian, complete with feathered headdress
helped lift her spirits and in early 1963 she went home to recuperate howeveegdiamg some of

her strength she again felt unwell and by the summer it was confirmed that the untreatable cancer had
returned. A diagnosis of secondary carcinomatosis meant palliative care was all that could be offered
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and shortly after entering the iRtess Margaret Rose Hospital, overlooking the Pentland Hills in
Edinburgh, she died aged just thirtine on 29th August 1963. Married and divorced twice she played
guitar and drums when not working as a typist and lived life to the full. Jean haddegbted and
muchloved sister.

On the 229 of November 1963, John F Kennedy, thé 8%esident of the United States of America was
assassinated in Dallas, Texas.

8 FEB 641 XRAY STOMACH

Frank’s stomach pains had r ehyChristread had becoma amost h e
unbearable so four years after his last stomacayhe was back to ingesting a barium rhped-X-ray

once again. Frank had put up with the pain for some time but was now hoping the specialists could
resolve the problem.

19FEB 641 ADMITTED RIE WARD 7

Ten days after the -Xay Frank was admitted to the Royal Infirmary, in Edinburgh, after they had
identified the cause of his stomach problem and decided that prompt admission was in his best interests.

23 FEB 64 STOMACH OP

There was no other information in his diary relating to this stomach operation but years later he showed
me a teAnch scar running down from his sternum, not quite joining up with the long curling scar around
his shoulder from his TB surgery, which suggdbe operation needed access to other lower organs as
well as his stomach. In any event, the recovery from the operation resulted in a hospital stay of just over
three weeks, so this was a serious operation and something else to worry about.

14 MAR 64 DISCHARGED HOSPITAL

The ward construction at the Royal Infirmary was depressing at the best of times but when seen at first
hand, its typically high ceilings of the time, seaweed green walls, permanently open (for fresh air)
windows and guarded by amwmnsese nurses overseen by a terrifying and indomitable matron, was
deeply depressing place to even the strongest of men (separate wards for female inmates) so visits by
Jean and the boy’s as well as other dhoumswereg and
strictly managed and between two and three pm and later seven and nine, queues formed at the doors sc
that visitors could run to see their friends and loved ones as soon as the doors were officially opened.
Short visits trying to keep Franktentained and brought up to date before a hand bell rang thus ordering

‘BariumMealcA t echni que for examining the oesophagus, stomach.
to coat the lining of the organs, andexies of Xrays is taken. Oxford University Press
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them all out again were the norm. Successfully discharged patient were celebrated by those less fortunate
and Frank had many farewells to make and .... t he
nice beer was sure to help recovery.

Frank (front left) and
friends (Harry Toolan
far right) c. 19461
Private Collection

13APR64BUI LDI NG HOUSE®GS SEAVI EW AND GULLAN SELF

Frank’s second -anployedreptiring homebappl@asgvassnet tofbe. The stress of
constantly searching for new customers, repairing machines and collecting payments was difficult and
likely exacerbated his stomach problem.

Building houses was a complete change of direction but general labouring or swmelectric works

was easy enough. It was spring so the weather, though wet, was mild and that made life slightly easier
and helped build his strength back up but building was both seasonal and dependant on a day rate
construction market. Seaview wasnaadl area between Portobello and Joppa in Edinburgh and meant a
five-minute drive (he rarely walked anywhere) in the morning. The move to Gullane, at some point,
extended the distance to twenty miles but still less than thirty minutes and a lovely daastal

JUNE 64i SIGNED ON BUREO

The vagaries of the building trade didn’t suit
journeyed once more to George Street on a weekly basis.

AUG 64i BELLS TRANSPORT

Bells Transport was a transportatoro mpany bef or e |l ogi stics’ becan
drove a sofsided lorry around Edinburgh delivering shop products including sweets. Whenever he saw
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the family, he would stop the lorry and open a covered side to give the boys sweetsdroihthe many
jars he carried cboard.

FEB 651 FIN BELLS

Jean had, only four weeks before, given birth
who was born at 4:25 pm on Monday tifeJanuary 1965 in Elsie Inglis Maternitjospital. Their first
daughter was cause for extra celebration and although Jean loved her boys to bits, a girl was a delight.
The boys were once again spending some time with their grannies which meant Frank was able to get to
the pub of an evening withrther from the chippy on the way. Frank was noted on the birth certificate

as an Electrical Salesman.

Jean was in Elsie Inglis only a few days and was grateful when Frank brought the car to pick her up. The
journey home was short and after enjoying a najhteasonable, new baby, rest, the older boys were
brought home by Frank, and David by Aunt Isa the same day. The family was together again and Jean
loved it.

Frank struggled to find suitable work. One in every hundred work available mennesmployed and

he didn’t want that one to be him. Harol d Wil s
running at nearly 19% although they could still afford the enormous cost of a state funeral for Sir Winston
Churchill, whose life would beelebrated by hundreds of dignitaries from around the world. Something
always turned up.

MAR 65i AREA SALES MANAGER E.O.A.

Frank returned to Electric * O Appliances a se
necessity or in the hope thabase nearer home in due course was possible, is unknown. Either way the
move was short lived.

21 AUG 65 MRS TOOLAN DIED

Bridget Christie died on 29August 1965. She had been brought up in County Roscommon to the west
of Dublin, Ireland, before emigraiy to Scotland and marrying Peter Toolan and giving birth to four
boys and two girls, one of whom was Frank’s fri
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Chapter Eight A Résumé

In the Autumn of 1965, Frank took stock. nlle hac
was enjoying it, albeit with the occasional itchy feet. Jean and he had now been married eleven years
and had three boys and a girl. The house in Northfield was always busy with friends and family dropping
in and the boys and their playmates were nawety from the garden which gave access to their much

| oved Figgate Park. The house had also started
room, a new wardrobe and dressing table and a
record collection and where the family gathered nearby in the evenings to listen or watch the small
tel evision tphieeyc er ednetierndé. ¢ ihTehted n“wé 'ng room was t he
musical version but rather a china display and amgedrinks cabinet (complete with mirrored back

plate and glass and cocktail stick holders) with side drawers and cupboards for storing the family
heirlooms.

Sons Peter and Frank ir
the field beside 26
Northfield Drive 1963
Private Collection

Frankwas thirtyfive now and still tall and slim, although recently he had started to put some weight on.

At six feet he was a about four inches taller than Jean and both had heads of dark full hair, with no grey,

a trait that would remain with Frank all hieli He was happy and could now afford the small luxuries

he enjoyed including his cigarettes and a beer
courtesy of friend Harryandnegtoor nei ghbour Bi || Hast oalonemd by
than the average pub locally.

Jean kept the house spotless and could be seen hanging washing and beating rugs in the back garden o
most days or loading the children into the pram (Margaret inside, David on a top seat and Peter and
Frank’ sanmpaendd st oc It he si des, held in pl aeperabvg her
store or Hays for gener al shopping, whi ch- she
wheel tray and hood or in an attached bag, before heading tevilsagents to pay the papers and milk
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that had been delivered to the door during the previous week. The boys helped keep the house shining
by rolling carpets up and donning old socks before sliding up and down to polish off the wax Jean had
laid on the mairfloors which were then shone to a gloss by them taking turns to stand on the rotating
buffer machine as Jean held on which, given the chance, would have increased revolutions until it
escaped out of the front door.

Whilst Margaret spent days in the pramwmoden playpen, David played nearby with a fort and small
soldiers and Peter and Frank disappeared into thegassed field next door to play hidadseek or

into the Figgate Park to climb trees and catch fish, only coming home when hungry olaitkgeoinless

it was a school day. Monday to Friday the older boys walked the few streets but mile long journey to St
John’'s Primary School, the homeward trip of whi
which itself went dooeto-door.

Evenng meals, mostly with Frank in attendance, saw the family sitting around the extending dining
table (a wedding gift) to tuck into mince and tatties, fish (on Fridays) or sausages and chips without
puddings, which were reserved for lunchtimes when the tedysned from school for a break.

Visits to Frahkws pemannsdandguhar with the Co
church and the Buchanan’s visited during the we
visitisi ncl uded Jean and the boys with Frank ‘putt
family up in the car to take them all home. Franks father Bernard had recently taken on an additional
role as USDAW union secretary (Union of Shop, Distributing Allied Workers) for the local area so

was busy outside normal working hours helping to recruit, organise and represent workers in the retalil,
distributive, manufacturing and service sectors, however he was also a passionate churchgoer and
maintained histrong beliefs. Idaws, Duncan and Meg, still lived at Calder Road at Sighthill, although

talk was of downsizing. Duncan had retained his job as a Record Keeper at Register House in town for
over ten years.

Jean’'s older si st er leMaith husbardiHar@ddandibays Duncarf(B@ailm, Wa
1955) and Owen (8Sept ember 1957) whil st Sister | sa anc
Edi nburgh. Frank’s brothers and sisters were s
New York, Michael and wife Sadie (Nee McLaughlin Kinf§ Bebruary 1933) and sons Paul {12
August 1960) and Christopher {1November 1964) in Hong Kong where Michael was a Police
Inspector. Leo, recently finished in the Navy and working in television sales, \ithavife Eileen (Nee

McRae Lamb c. 1940) and sons Brian Anthony"(18ly 1960) and Derek John (24une 1965) and
daughter Margaret Helen (13anuary 1964) resided in the Liberton area of Edinburgh, Brother or
‘“Fat her’ Tom was s tlevdted to the chiEch sutd hikpatishianersdaad yaumgest
Brother Brian had become married to Theresa (more of this later), was considering a move to the
Diplomatic Service but for the moment remained in Newcastle. Both sisters, Anne and Kathleen, had
beenmarried for six years (with no menti od™ulyin Fr
1937) in February 1959 and Kathleen married Roy Livingtstone Nel$okpf# 1934) in the September

of the same year. Anne and Andrew had a son, Norman wr(@¢s' April 1962) and a daughter Sandra

(30" April 1964) and lived less than a mile from the family in Northfield whilst Roy and Katie (Kathleen)
lived in London with children; Carol Patricias(August 1960), Roderick Joseph {28ugust 1961) and

Susan Fiona (2% March 1963).
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ChapterNine..and a Tel evi si on

A wedding was always a glorious occasion and whilst none of the family, except his own, made it into
the diary, they were none the less great family celebrations.

Brian Norman Connellyani her esa Hughes said ‘I do’™ at St T
reception at the Flora Robson Playhouse near Te
made it with the exception of James who was abroad.

The bus hired by Mr & Mr&lughes had picked up the Connelly clan and brought them south for the day
and was scheduled to return | ater that night b
hesitant to board the returni ng num dubalsteppdadimeaor e w
keep the bus on time by gently, but firmly, insisting. The happy couple were driven to the railway station
where they boarded a train to Hexham then onward to Wall in Northumberland for their honeymoon.

The wedding of Brian & Teie Connelly

Reari Roy Nelsori Michael, Frank, Leo, Jean, Katie and Tom Connelly
Middlei Julia Connelly, Anne Murphy, Terrie & Brian then Bernard Connelly and Anne Gillan
Fronti Susan and Roderick Nelson, Frances Hughes, Carol Nelson, David, PetérakdConnelly

T Private Collection
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27 MAY 66 NEW SHOP TOLL ELECTRICS BONNINGTON ROAD

Another foray into selemployment for Frank but this time with greater knowledge of the products.
Bonnington Road in Edinburgh ran from LeithStockbridge and was a busy thoroughfare with small

to medium sized businesses dotted across the area and bordered by tenements and houses. Plenty ¢
‘“passing’ trade meant vacuum cl eaners were dro
parts forrepairs were not cheap so the shop resembled a vacuum cemetery with half stripped machines,
ransacked for parts, stacked or lying on the floor awaiting their owners return, hopefully with cash for
the repair.

England won the World Cup, Petrol was fivellgigs a gallon, the Soviets and Americans were racing

to be first to put a man on the moon, on the televisions (now appearing in more and more homes) children
saw Camberwick Green when they ‘“watched with m
the London Evening Standard as saying ‘we’'re [t

1966 was another quiet diary year but by the beginning of July Jean realised she was pregnant so begar
preparation foranew ear baby. Br ot her fduehochild SrarorLorsineds f e E
July 1966) was born.

At the end of 1966 to celebrate Hogmany and the New Year, Jean travelled by bus with the children to
Sister Isa's flat at Robertson Avenue inenthe G
and on arrival, Jean helped Isa with preparing food whilst young Frank, Peter and David played with
their cousin’s Kenny a rodreeMap&recorder. I8 thedvening, after David e t
and Margaret had been tucked in to sleeghenlioxroom, friends and family began appearing for a

party and singsong. By midnight, as the older boys peeped through the-oftemed living room door,

they were treated t o, amongst others things, a
Day after breakfast, Frank and his family piled into the car he had for the journey home.

On Frank’'s daughter Mar gtaorfetJ &n wsaercyo nd9 &7 ,r t e y
Donald Campbell, was killed on Coniston Lake while attempting taktee speed record. Later on that
month, British Steel was nationalised and the UK and the US and USSR signed a space treaty.

The weather was typical ‘“deep’ winter by | ate
more snow and freezing condit®similar to those of just a few weeks before and a repeat of the bad
winter of 66. Frank carried a shovel in the back of the car for emergencies but even getting the thing
started in the morning was a nightmare. Each day he removed the newspaperwintidtieeen (which

helped keep the frost at bay) and the blanket from the engine before pouring a kettle of boiling water
into the radiator to unfreeze it. It usually started after a few turns but if not, neighbours rallied round to
push and ‘.Ohenmpide wastlileerafridge and with Jean expecting in just a few weeks he
really needed to do something about it.
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After celebrating his thirty seventh birthday with a plate of his favourite (which Jean hated cooking)
tripe and onions in milk followedyba can of beer, Jean went to bed feeling tired and nauseous. Frank
watched an episode of * The Feamrhangedife Saga’ on t el

The following day, Friday fTFebr uary, Jean’'s contractions star
so after giving them instructions to ‘go to gr
off with Julia (thankfully starting the car on the first attempt), they made their way to Elsie Inglis
Maternity Hospital.

The hospital hadhanged little over the years since young Frank had been born other than some newer
equi pment and var i at!liltovould evemually blose im1988s e’ s uni f or 1

By now Jean was accustomed to giving birth and being attended by doctors and narkes wiore
‘“needy’ mums to |l ook after and able to wait wit
the paper whilst Jean relaxed. Abstetrician, a doctor who specialises in care during pregnancy, labour
and after birth, had spoken to tbeuple and asked if Frank would like to attend the birth, a trend that

was becoming more popular and would benefit Jean but declining gracefully and with apologies to Jean,
Frank headed for the door to the street and a nearby hostelry.

Returning a shortime | at er he sat by Jean’s bed until t he
moved into the delivery room without Frank, whoa
to-b e’ . Not for | ong though a rtdFraaksouttoeafirnh Jeamehadd r e v
given birth to a healthy baby boy at 5:45 pm and both mother and baby were doing well. He was elated.
On the birth certificate of James Andrew, Franik

14 MAY 67 MOVED TO 8 BAILE PATH

By the middle of 1966 construction on the field next to the family home at Northfield Drive had begun
and the prefab homes were being knocked down throughout the local area. A sand and cement bunker
had been built twenty yards from the front dood &me bottom half of the garden had been given over

to site huts. The boys |l oved playing in the she
bit and pieces they would use to build their own gang huts and dens. By the time James was born
writing was on the wall for the family and after Frank and jean had applied to the Council for-a three
bedroom house, Jean visited many to check both size and location. The couple settled on Bailie Path as
it meant the boys could remain at the sanm®skand although further from their beloved Figgate Park,

there were numerous other youngsters in the area and the family quickly settled in. The house was mid
terraced and had three bedrooms with a lounge that ran from front to rear and a deceohsizeTkie

grassed front garden faced onto a tree lined grass bank and private houses whilst the rear was given up
to a drying area and led to a desul road.

I Nurse uniforms were derived from the nun's habit. Before the 19th century, nurtatea¥f sick and injured people so it
was obvious that trained lay nurses might copy the nun's habit as they have adopted ranks like \kgpedia
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The downstairs rooms were fitted with linoleum but Jean was determined that she would have fitted
campets as soon as funds allowed but the stairs and upper floor were carpeted, with a vivid brown and
orange patterned carpet. The house was heated via a coal fire in the lounge and there was also an
immersion heater for hot water.

4 JUN 671 SOLD SHOP NEWAR AUSTIN 10

Frank loved his cars and given the vagaries of commerce arehggibyment, he though the money
was better invested in transport rather than the business.

10 JUN 671 SCWS TRANSPORT

The Scottish Caperative Wholesale Society Ltd had beeming since the eighteen hundreds and for

the Cooperative movement as a whole, 1967 was to be a tumultuous year. For the previous decade it
had been struggling against burgeoning high street shops and the beginningfabaurt retail parks
(Cumbernaul&hopping Centre opened May 1967) but with new leadership, changes were afoot. A new
dynamic Chief Executive (not Frank) was appointed causing many board resignations and leading to
many of the smaller shops closing or merging to enable competition agihiastetailers.

As a business they had around 400,000 shops, fleets of vehicles including logistics, funeral and coach
hiring but had seen some damage done to their reputation following a strike by vehicle engineers and
motor mechanics in Glasgow whichsted months. The Scottish fleet, including the new motor trade
section, was easily the largest fleet in the country and Frank was glad to be part of it. He loved driving,
anything.

24 JUL 671 FIN SCWS

Four weeks was probably a record for Frank and d@an managed or thought about his frequent job
changes is any ones guess but FOUR WEEKS?

4SEP6T ROBI NSON RENTALOGS

During the 60"'s (and | ater the 70"s) there wer
1930 which included a TV station,qatuction facilities and motorway catering and Radio Rentals; who
specialised in the rental of radios before seeing a market niche in television rental. Televisions were
either rented on HP style terms or fitted with cash meters which allowed viewing wimsnwere

inserted. Robinson (television) Renfalsas a r el ati ve newcomer to the
brother Leo worked for Radio Rentals.

Initially, this job meant driving around, the many streets of Edinburgh, teygidbecause bills were

2Robinson Rentals was merged with Granada when the price
electronic products prices fell and their reliability improved and consumer behaviour changed from renting to buying.
Granadavoul d eventually merge with Radio Rentals in the 200
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unpaid) or deliver televisions to houses and flats. Lugging a large, tsewtypinch, TV up a number

Granada (formerly Robinson) TV Renta
shop in Edinburgho
1970. Frank on left Private Collection

of flights of stairs was difficult but by resting
one end of the box set® a bannister
occasionally and allowing himself to catch hi
breath, Frank managed. Collecting the mone
from the sometimes empty meters was often
met with “the back |
worked since it was
were full of faeign coins.

Frank carried a small cloth bag into which,
after counting the cash, he would tip the coir

Arriving homeafter a long day he then emptied the cash onto a table and the boys took it in turns to
count the coins into orgound piles.

The van that had carried the television sets was emptied at night and the televisions were either stacked
in the hall of the housar tested for faults and repaired, usually from parts cannibalised from older, more
damaged sets. All were switched on to check the quality of the picture or the backs removed to enable
Frank to adjust; vertical holds (the cause of rolling pictures)hbregs or contrast, to cut down the
number of televisions returned to the shop.

There were no diary entries between September 1967 when he joined Robinson Rental and the March
1971 entry below, but there was plenty going on.

1967 had been an important yedth not only the first successful heart transplant carried out in South
Africa by Doctor Christiaan Barnard but also the UK Parliament passing the Abortion Act thus legalising
abortion.

The pirate radio stations which had been popping up all over fanmsarganisation at the BBC causing

the formation of Radio 1,2,3 and 4, Winnie Ewing won the first seat for the new Scottish National Party
in a by election in Hamilton and the President
the EEC.

At the beginning of 1968, baby James was one year old and Sister Margaret three so Jean decided she
could start working again and got an early morning job in a newsagent only a few hundred yards from
home. Young Frank delivered morning newspapers from thes simap and had recently started
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preparatory school before joining Holy Cross /
Primary School.

Frank’s Father and Mot her, Bernard and Julia, w
son,Frak’ s Brother James, and wife Her mione. Fran
moved into a new flat at Coillesdene by Joppa in Edinburgh and the Conservative MP Enoch Powell
made his controversi al ‘“Rivers of Bl ood’ speect

Frank enjoyed hisop and managed home at a reasonable time each evening before settling down to
dinner and the television. The house was never short of a television because Frank regularly repossessec
non payers or damaged sets, religiously emptying his van of them nigrlyfzrank remembers;

AiThere was always a TV or two but rarely did one
control would be faulty or some would only receive one channel. There were also coin boxes on many.
They were often stacked upthe hall beside the gold standard lamp come lamppost which also resided
there. Carrying them in from the van was a nightly task and they were generally heavy, cumbersome
machines. We al/l hel ped unl oado.

Frank Connelly 2021

The new gas fire that had lmemstalled meant no more wet or windy trips to the outside coal bunker
and brought a level of comfort to the house that the family enjoyed. Frank had been busy with DIY and
had not only stripped the top of the dining table with the intention of Frenshipai it (although it was

to remain in an unfinished state for many years) but also (with the boys) dug oversaadied the

grass in the back garden.

By 1969 young Frank’'s school, Holy Cross, had
combinal pupils movedtoabramdew f aci lity, St Augustine’s at E
of Edinburgh and a one hour bus ride away. Son
Secondary and thaws Duncan and Med moved from the family s@at Calder Road to a more suitable

pensioner’s house in Saughton. Brother Brian h,

and Sister Katie had qualified as a Social Worker.

There was talk of a new DIY Superstore opening in Edinburgh. Modeiietthe successful pilot in
Southampton and with DIY becoming more popular it was hoped that B & Q would prosper and provide
a muchneeded service to the local people.

In Northern Ireland where British troops had recently been deployed in support ofitee the Battle
of the Bogside took place, the first major confrontation between British soldiers in support of the Royal
Ulster Constabulary and the protestant populace of Londonderry.

A new vertical takeoff jet, the Harrier Jump jet entered servicelwihe RAF and the Apollo 11
spacecraft | anded on the moon with Neil Ar mstr
giant | eap for mankind’
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The company Frank was part of was amal gamating

moved intothe recently opened St James Centre shopping and hotel complex. Life continued almost
normally.

I n the following year Jean’s sister |Isa decide
similar path and become a nursing auxiliary. Initialtyrking nights when Frank was home to watch the
family, she | oved interacting with the staff ai

Primary School. She was walked down the road by Jean the first few days and then by older brother
David until she was happy to walk the half mile herself. Youngest James was still two years away from
starting but was at last enjoying more time with mum Jean.

Jean with a patient at the Eastern General HospitRrivate Collection
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Chapter 10 The Sa Seventies

Onthe 30 Apr i | 1 9 7 dawd; bumcak ang Margaret, had been married fifty years and
celebrated their Golden wedding anniversary by having a family party in the Westfield Halls in Gorgie,
Edinburgh. Family and friends came from far avide.

Franks inlaws, Duncan and Meg, celebrate their golden wedding anniversBrivate Collection

Decimalisation in the UK happened on th& Bebruary 1971. New coinage was issued to coincide with

the change and the old coins returnefddoks or kept for posterity. Frank and Jean had retained some
pennies and halfpennies and Frank created a small coffee table from a wheeled television stand fitted
with a top board then inlaid with pennatdmgle,and
Pat McCann (c.1884 315 October 1968) and given to Frank before he had died three years before.

10 MAR 711 MIKE DIED RIE NEW CAR BOUGHT HILLMAN HUSKIE £3.210

Frank’s Brot her Mthreehwas killed imagtragic agcidesittire €ommadnwyealth
Swimming Pool in Edinburgh. He left behind Sadie, his wife of twelve years and two boys, Paul and
Christopher aged only ten and six. The family had returned from Hong Kong and settled into life in the
Bruntsfield area of Edinburgh and weearegular visitors to Frank and Jean.

17 JUN 71- BOUGHT CARAVAN

Holidays when the whole family got away together were tricky because of the expense until Frank
thought that a onef-purchase of a caravan would give them a permanent holiday locatioroaedtlg

located, meant he could still meet friends in the evening for a beer and game of dominoes. The blue and
cream coloured caravan was sited near Eddlestone in the Scottish Borders, a mile (by road and track)
from the main A703, Edinburgh to PeeblesaR. Complete with a master bedroom, living space with
couches that converted to beds, galley kitchen and compulsory striped plastic fly curtain it was dry and
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cosy when filled by the family. The land around it was farmed but there were also woodssandibfil

meant there was plenty space for the boys. The small clearing where it was pitched only contained one
other van which was seldom occupied so it was a peaceful area. Water was collected from a farm
standpipe some five hundred yards away and wagdday hand to the site in 5 gallon plastic containers.

It was marvellous and after dropping the family off on a Friday evening, Frank would sometimes return
the short drive to Edinburgh for a pint or two.

Young Frank was fifteen now and disliked schdohnk, no scholar himself, talked to his oldest son
about the potential of the army but after looking at some brochures, Frank opted for the RAF.
Unfortunately, after the compulsory medical and a number of subsequent tests, he was sent to see a
specialistwvho explained that he had a heart murmur and could not join the Armed Forces unless it was
operated on. Late in 1971 he was admitted to the Royal Infirmary for the operation, which was a success
and left home just two weeks later for an extended stayhistreat Aunt Nana, the District Nurse in
Blairgowrie, to recuperate.

Some months later, Father and son returned to the RAF careers office on Lothian Road in Edinburgh
only for young Frank to be told that because he had undergone a heart operationnbelonger

eligible for the RAF. The pair turned around to leave but young Frank directed their footsteps into the
Royal Navy office next door and had signed up within weeks for the Royal Marines.

In June 1972 he was the first of the children to leave hafmen he joined the Royal Marine
Commando’s, to undertake some of the toughest t

22 OCT 1972 DUNCAN DIED AT HOME

Jean’'s father Duncan Dew2nd O&adber h952) signed (lt® thehRoyela y
Navy during the First Wad War 'Hostilities' having lied about his age, stating his birth date as 12th
September 1899 which suggested he was 18. After training in engineering, gunnery and other field
training at HMS Victory Royal Naval Base (RNB) between October 1917 and Jdrais8which was

him undergoing his ‘join up' induction. His service number was K46593 and he was noted as five feet
six and a half inches with brown hair and brown eyes. He became a Stoker and serv&@an#hiber

1919, including three months in the i Clearance Service.

After marrying Meg (Margaret) in 1920 they had four children; Marie, Margaret, Isa and Jean.

On completion of his Naval service and moving into Edinburgh, he became a miner then a Rodent
Exterminator followed by some time as a Red¢egper and Scrap metal workman before ending up as
a messenger at the General register Office in the centre of town.

After his children left home to enjoy their own lives and grow families and towards the end of his
working life, he and Meg moved close Foank and Jean that meant almost daily visits by the boys to

run errands, cut grass etc. but he was unwell by this time-Aldeng s moker of * Pl aye
cigarette of choice for many Naval veterans, he smoked constantly and combined wotd thestthe
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effect on his lungs meant he had little energy to do jobs around the house himself. He died at home of
carcinoma of the bladder.

Jean, who was very close to her mum, visited daily to take in shopping and complete housework. Mother
Margaret wag5 now and had lost a husband and daughter. It was time to look for a smaller house that
could be maintained easily.

In early November, Frank, Father Bernard and Brother Tom, travelled to Deal in Kent to watch Junior
Marine Frank complete a passt paraé in celebration of completing the first six months of his Royal
Marines training. Staying only a few nights in a local hotel the trio had watched on proudly as young
Frank was presented a ‘most i mproved oghayddlli cal |
display. Pending the following days move to the Commando Training Centre at Lympstone in Devon
and a further three months of combat training, the group celebrated with a meal in the local town.

13 DEC 1972 ISA DIED WESTERN HOSP

Afewdaysatr Fr ank and Jean had moved Meg into a pe
most loved Aunt Isa, died in the Western General Hospital. She had suffered for months with blinding
headaches and been diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumeur.isSlad di vor ced fr om
(Edward Stanley Birch FDAugust 1925) almost twenty years before and brought them up on her own

to become fine young men and had remained in her Nursing role until just four months before her death.
She would be sadlyissed by Frank, Jean and the boys whose memories of her included regular visits
carrying boxes of pies and cakes and trips to her house for New Year celebrations.

8 FEB 731 FLUID ON KNEE

A recurring injury caused swelling and was not only painful budenaalking difficult and it was
deemed an operation was necessary.

15 FEB 73 DISCHARGED RIE

Well bandaged up on the Thursday morning he was unable to drive but, managing to avoid public
transport, he was collected by Brother Leo and dropped off at hontelw st r i ct nur se’
to put weight on it and keep it immobile for a few days. Fat chance.

S

17 MAR 73 PRO DISTRICT MANAGER

The same, other than through amalgamation, employer for almost six years for Frank was novelty to say
the least. He gayed his job and Jean enjoyed hers. The children were all at school or working and all
seemed right with the world. A promotion now was some icing on the cake and he enjoyed the extra
responsibilities it brought . SShloa soondandswasseaRleitge r
for a job in hairdressing and David was about to start at the recently built Holyrood Secondary School
at Duddingston.

18 MAR 73 NEW VIVA STATION W £4.500 PX £2.100
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Trading in, and up, was a regular occurrence and odlgyaafter his promotion Frank had bought a
larger car. The Huskie was a much smaller car and he had negotiated a good deal on it. The Viva would
easily get all the family in, plus the odd TV set.

19 APR 73 OFF WORK, BACK 24/4/73
4 NOV 731 XRAYSPITTAL ST

After a week off in April, the pain in his lower back had continued and after various visits to the family
doctor, an Xray appointment was made but the results sperific.

20 NOV 74 ERIC ROBB SUSPENDED

Eric Was a f r ivorkal basifie hilmrowat aftler’ars issuwetamse, he was disciplined. Frank
was frustrated with both the issue and the way it was dealt with by the Company but other than being an
ear for Eric to bend, he could do little.

Another yeaflong gap in the diary, siecNovember 73, for no explained reason, during which time;
young Frank completed his Commando training and left to serve with 41 Commando in Malta, Peter
was employed as a Hairdresser at Ricky & Scott Hairdressing in the Leith area, David was in second
yea at secondary school and considering career paths and Margaret and James were both at primary

school and | ooking forward to Christmas. Mot hert
in Edinburgh, Brother Tom had moved to a new Parish StBenet 's pari sh i n Eas!
Anne had remarried Robert Ferrier Camerodf®e c ember 1932) in a quiet c

office in the Canongate.

Frank with son James
1 Private Collection

17 DEC 74 ERIC ROBB FIN

Hugely frustragd at this outcome Frank talked to Je
about I eaving the Comp:
must have prevailed and he remained.

9 MAR 75 UNCLE MIKE DIED

Michael Murphy (2 October 1902~ 9"Mar ch 1975) was Frank’'s mot he
marying Amelia Wilson Garvie (c.1904198 1) in 1923 in St John’'s Ch
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to have four children, cousins to Frank; Irene, Ann, Julia and Melinda (who in 2018 at the age of 73,
emigrated to Ontario, Canada and in 2023 still reside€riedit River Retirement Residence in
Mississauga, Ontario). A Coalminer to trade, Michael had started work when machinery was starting to
make an impact on mining in Britain although it was years behind other countries such as the USA. He
livedinthemier s cottages at the Jewel at Duddingsto

12 MAR 75 FUNERAL MILTON ROAD 16:30
21 JUNE 75 XRAY NECK
26JUNE75 DM6S MEETI NG BARNTON HOTEL 10AM

Two years into his promotion to District Manager meeting were the norm and the Barnton Hotel
convenient for DM’ s coming from the northern an
to better use but was never short of opinions and so was well regarded by colleagues and general
management.

8 JULY 75 WARD 20 RIE FLUID

Frank’' s nkedé¢oelaycup ant had swollen to a considerable size, making walking or in fact
most movement, very difficult and frustrating.

15 SEP 75 MUM & DAD GOLDEN WED*

Bernard & Julia’s marr i ageoftveasnthamudthaignifichnge otteel e b r
asterisk above |l ost through time. In 1925 the ¢
settling down and having eight children between 1926, when the miners followed by a general strike
occurred and martial law was daed in Britain, and 1941, when Britain declared war on Finland,
Hungary and Romania. An eventful time to have children.

29 SEP 75 XRAY FLUID DR IMRIE R.ILE
24 SEP 75 AUNT MARY DIED NORTHERN HOSP

Mary Cullinan (Nee Murphy "3 April 1906 — 24" Septemler 1975) was sixtnine when she died. At
twenty-five she had started a career as a State Enrolled Nurse (SEN) before enlisting in the Queen
Al exandra's I mperi al Military Nursing Service,
Anne and HelenAfter serving abroad during the war her taste for foreign places remained and she
emigrated to New Zealand where she met her husband to be, Edward Cullinan. Edward was born in New
Zealand on 1% July 1895 and was therefore ten years older than heraHbehs er ved i n New
Army Reserve in 1916 1% Division Taranaki but died on 21 November 1964. After marrying Edward,

she continued in the nursing profession working at Blenheim Hospital and the maternity annexe at
Hawera Hospital. Mary returned &cotland to help her sister Julia celebrate her golden wedding but
took ill not long afterwards and died suddenly at the Northern General Hospital (demolished in 1996 in
favour of Safeway) on Ferry Road, Edinburgh.
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21 NOV 75 WARD 20 RIE CLEAR

With treament t he swelling and damage to Frank’ s ki
faithfully to keep his weight off the leg for a few more weeks, he was missing his bowling outings.

17 DEC 75 STAFF DANCE COMADOR HOTEL (CONDOR ROOM)

The Commodore Hotel at Granton was to the west of Muirhouse Mansions which in turn stands on the
north side of Marine Drive, across the road from Edinburgh Caravan Club campsite, about half a mile
to the east of the beach at Silverknowes. The Hotel was agpo@uiue for dinner dances.

Bernard & Julia Connelly celebrate Golden Wedding. Mary Cullinan sitting to figbivate Collection

10 MAY 76 RON GILBERT SUSPENDED
15 MAY 76 BOUGHT NEW CAPRI (FORD) £4077

By 1976 both young Frank and brother Peter left home, David was fifteen and deciding on a career
which left only Margaret and James, as well as Jean, to transport around on the occasionap joined
visit or holidays, hence a twaoor car. The Capri was his favourite. Powerful and elegant witiigéno
under the bonnet to encourage ardent admiratio
doubt however;
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il remember especially when he crashed his Capr
a torch to walk to the main road toesé | could find him. | eventually heard him first doing some serious
cursing and trying to get his upturned car righted. Eventually a farmer was convinced to come out with
chains and a tractor but not before mum and Jim

Margaret Connelly 2021

27 MAY 76 TRA TO KIRKALDY

The Kirkcaldy area population was growing and so Frank was tasked with setting up and running the
new shop and salesforce. An hdoimg drive at the start and end of the day was not difficult and much
easier travelling across the Forth road bridge than it had been using the old car ferry just ten years before.
The sting in the tail though was the queues at the toll booths where people still wanted to debate or
oppose payment.

3 SEP 76 JERRY HARPEN SWP&ENDED

Frank was never keen on suspending or disciplining staff preferring to set standards which he expected
others to achieve and maintain. Viewing any ‘di
he had gone wrong but when viewed by ravitability, took action and stood by his decisions.

18 AUG 771 MEG HOLYROOD 18 AUG 7i78 SEP 82

Another indication that the diary was written after the event when this entry, in the same pen and hand,
notes a school leaving date five years in the utDaughter Margaret, called Meg by family and friends

alike, had started at Holyrood Roman Catholic High School following Brother David who had begun
there four years before. Margaret had been called Meg from an early age, a name favoured by her granny,
Meg Buchanan, she also answered to Margaret and Mags.

22 NOV 77 AUNTY JOSEY DIED

Josephi ne Conn &Mdrch 190N 25&No@mb¢reld73)lwas3he wife of Franks father
Bernar d’ s hus B Marah 1997).eTkeacouplehad liged in Pdtio for years but had

first met as children when both families lived at the Dalhousie Cottages at Cockpen, just outside the city.
Josie had been a mill worker before her marriage and Alex variously noted as an Engineer fitter and a
Lamb Trimmer, which wa perhaps a summer job [or my poor interpretation].

26 NOV 771 FRANK AND JENNY MARRIED LIVERPOOL

Frank, now serving with 41 Commando Royal Marines, was based and lived in Deal, Kent. Frank and
Jean had agreed with him t hleyt? Jange 1949) paeentstliced ibe J «
Formby, thirty miles north of Liverpool, it was simpler to marry and have a reception locally and so the
night before, car loads of relatives made the journey the 250 miles from Edinburgh to various hotels and
B & Bthedrormhy area before attending the registrars ceremony in Southport. After the ceremony
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Son Frank and Jenny Connelly flanked by son Peter and bridesmaidiHeterate Collection

everyone travell ed b a c'kJaruary 190& August 1890)aral Gertrude§s He r |
December 191626"J une 1983) Mawdsl ey’'s house for quick
on to the Formby Country Club for an evening’s

10 DEC 77 CAR CRASH QUARRY RD W WRIGHT KIRKCALDY

Eighteen months of driving back and forward was generally not a problem for Frank, although this was
someti mes conducted the morning after thelnight
both drivers, which worried Frank.

14 DEC 77 HIRECAR G. DAVIES RT 28 DEC 77 OWN RETURNED

The damage to the Capri was not extensive but it was removed from the scene by the police and not
returned for a few days. Meanwhile a hire car from Godfrey Davis was obtained for two weeks over the
Christmas hatlays.

1In 1967 the Breathalyser Act was given Royal assent. Transport Minister Barbara Castle introduced the breathalyser as a
way of testing a person’s BAC (Bl ood Alcohol) Il evel at t
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28MAR78-DUNCAN’ S WE WALES

Duncan Williams 2O Ap r i | 1955) was Jean’s sister Mar i e’
Margaret Helen Owens (2Dune 1955) in Wales at St Mary's Catholic-Bathedral, Wrexham. With

Margaret and James in the back of the recently repaired, @dpyse sportiness and capability was
somewhat greater than Frank’s driving ability,
|l ived. With Jean’s foot hard down on an i magi n:;:
250 miles in jst under four hours (including a short comfort break), the family arrived and booked into
their accommodation prior to the festivities.

19 MAY 78 £100 18MTS

As a result of the accident in December of the previous year (and after repairing the redCaptha
number of times) Frank was fined and banned from driving for eighteen months. For someone who used
their car for business on a daily basis and

who loved driving, anywhere anytime, this was a severe blow. The effect on the family was minimal but
Frank had to get back and forward to Kirkcaldy on a daily basis, which was not easy. An eighteen month
ban for just a driving accident was unusual at that time but with the addition of alcohol, the judge took
a harsher view.

23 MAY 78—-SOLD CAPRI £1956K SOLD

After driving the Capri for just two years it was gone, and at half its purchase price too. To travel to
Kirkcaldy using a bus followed by the train took the best part of two hours so Frank approached his
manager about working closer to home.

6 JUN B—TFR TO ACCOUNTS BONNINGTON ROAD

Fortunately, there was a position available but Frank still needed to get a bus to work, which he detested.
Still, Jean was glad he had retained his job.

2A pro-cathedral is a parish church that is temptyaerving as the cathedral or-cathedral of a diocese or has the same
function in a Catholic missionary jurisdiction that is not yet entitled to a pegibedral, such as apostolic prefecture or

apostolic administration. Originally the at he dr al Church of Our Lady of Sorr ow:
Catholic parish church. It was built in 1857 to replace a chapel in King Street.
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Chapter Elever The end of an era

4 SEP 78 REDUNDANT (11 YEARS TO THE DAY)

Alas all goodthings must come to an end. At fortyght Frank was far from the scrapheap but jobs with

his skills and experience did not grow on trees. In one way the couple were lucky as the family were
gradually flying the nest: Young Frank was married and wifeJanayd gi ven birth to
second grandchild, Sarah Jan [Bay 1978) (Brother Peter and his wife Rose had previously had a
boy, Andrew (1% August 1976), Frank was still with 41 Commando in Deal but was now part of their
Surveillance Troop. &er along with wife Rose (Nee Rose Irene Freem&rFgbruary 1957) and two
yearold Andrew worked, after a short spell with British Rail as a Track Worker, had begun a
management apprenticeship with the-dperative. David had left home for a flat corpedsit in
Portobello and was starting a career as an Apprentice Mechanical Engineer with the National Coal
Board. Margaret, now thirteen, was at Holyrood High School and youngest James about to go there.

The family had lived in Bailie Path as long as hd harked at Granada (Robinson Rentals) and the
location suited them all. They had made many friends and were settled so chose to remain there whilst
Frank looked for new work.

5 SEP 78 SIGNED ON BUREO

20 JAN 79 HARRY SCOTT WARRISTON 1979

A funeraland cremation centre visit for another old friend
24 JAN 79 LEITH NAUTICAL COLLEGE WARDEN

After three months of looking, and cursing the time he had wasted standing at the Bureo, he had a job
again. The college had been operating as such since 1903okbad to the newly built Milton Road
campus only months before and was just a mile from home. Formerly a Navigation school it was created
a college in 1903 withlasses in Marine Engineering and Naval Architecture, wireless telegraphy, classes

to fishemen, deck boy's courses and catering, radar and electronies boys' courses were taught on
Training Ship Dol phin, a former war ship that was
sixteento-twenty-yearolds in check was never fully exgihed but suited his emilitary mind perfectly.

14 FEB 79 MOVED CARAVAN TO DARNHALL FARM

19 MAR 79 EASTERN GEN HOSP DR KELLEMVER ENLARGED STOP DRINKING

A salutary lesson for Frank. His dritkive escapade and any learning from it had gomeesed and

whil st the walk’s to and from the pub on an eve
three pints with the odd ‘chaser’ (a nor mal ni g
unequi vocal and drinkinga(much) afterehate mber hi m

©OFrank T Connelly 84



5 JUNE 79 XRAY STOMACH AND LIVER
12 JUNE 79 PAINTED CARAVAN
27 JUNE 79 UNCLE WILLIE DIED

Willie Gearty (18" March 1900- 27" June 1979) was a short man when compared to tHeestiall
Connelly clan and was alsognod deal shorter than his wife Alice (Nee McCann c. 190G
September 1965), Franks Great Aunt, who had died fourteen years previously.

27 JUNE 79 GEORGE BISSETT CREMATED DIED™?3UNE 79
12 AUG 79 FRANK TFR TO DEAL

The rented house that soraRk and his family occupied was being returned to the owner and so the
family was moving slightly closer to his work. Although they had few of their own possessions, Frank
had offered to drive down to hel p t bhiledagdostheyn g c o
chose to drive the 500 miles for a holiday after the family had settled.

3 SEP 79 MRS SINCLAIR FUNERAL JOPPA 6 SEP 79
11 SEP 79 SILVER ANNIV TEAHELEN TONY FROM NEW ZEALAND

Celebrating twentfive years of marriage was somethingtgoy and tea with Aunt Helen and husband
Tony, visiting from New Zealand, was splendid. The couple lived in the beautiful city of New Plymouth
in the Taranaki region on the north island of New Zealand with daughter Anne Mafi®¢t@mber
1957) and soMichael (13" October 1959)

18 SEP 79 XRAY CLEAN UNTIL 1983

The Xr ay was to check in particular Frank’'s 1|live
before so having stopped drinking as much, the news that he did not need another for threasyear
excellent.

28 SEP 79 AUNT NANA MOVED TO GRANT ROAD BLAIRGOWRIE

Now in her seventieth year, Frank’s aunt was m
& Blairgowrie to a much smaller, pensioner style house, which suited heeaddg and cat well. Frank

had helped clear the old house and various artefacts from her years of living abroad, were noted down
and entered into her will as bequests to the family.

21 OCT 79 BOOKCASE BOUGHT £20

19 NOV 79 LICENCE BACK
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Two celebrationgn a month were great news and Frank was delighted to get his licence back. Friends
had rallied round for the past eighteen months to ensure he had a lift to go wherever he wanted and
rarely, if ever, used the available public transport.

Frankvisiting his Aunt Nana (Anné&)Private Collection

27 SEP 79 BOUGH 4 TWINTUBS TUMBLE AIR DRYERS LNC
The LNC refers to Leith Nautical College so | suspect they were being bought by and for the college.
4 DEC 791 INDASCOPE [Endascope]NOTH GEN HOSP

Even fifteen years after his stomach operation he continued to have problems. The endoscope was not a
new invention but the first time Frank had the
to the root cause.

7 DEC 791 DANCE L.N.C

12 DEC 79 BOUGHT TOYOTA COROLLA 2000 £2400

1 Kussmauis generally credited with the firgiastroscopyn 1868. Although unrecognised at the time, the illumination
problemwassolvedaround1878 by Thomas Edison, but 25 years elapsed beform¢hadescent lamwasincorporated
into endoscopes
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12 DEC 79 EXCESS INSURANCE GROUP

It was marvellous to be driving again but the insurance (after being banned) was ridiculous, and Frank
told them so. The Toyota was considered a small family car buedinevheel drive and 1300cc engine
nonet heless gave it a ‘sporty’ feel, which Frar

At this stage in writing and for no other reason than Frank had just celebrated his Fiftieth birthday , it's
time to take stock.

In February of 1980 Frank and Jdead been living in their house at Bailie Path for nearly thirteen years
and had now bought it. Son Frank was living in Deal, Kent with wife Jenny and daughter Sarah Jane;
Peter was back living at home after separating from wife Rose and their son AndséswMas engaged

in Nursing but working part time at Cinderella's Nightclub and playing keyboards with the 'Tactyx’;
Margaret was heading towards exams at school and was also considering a career in nursing and James
the youngest at thirteen, was at Holyd High School and enjoying the Scouts. Frank was driving again
after his ban and was enjoying his new job at the Leith Nautical College and Jean enjoyed her own
nursing experience. Both Frank's and Jean's parents lived nearby and were in reasoniatdecealt
friends and family regularly dropped into the house to say hello and life was generally good. In the wider
world the XIII Winter Olympic games opened in Lake Placid, New York and would be dominated by
the Soviet and German teams; an oil tanker eigioand subsequent spillage of Greece resulted in
thirty seven million gallon spillage; France was testing atomic bombs on Mururoa atoll; Margaret
Thatcher was the British Prime Minister; Kenny Roger's singing ‘coward of the county' reached number
two in the charts but was being outsung in the USA by Queen and their 'Crazy little thing called love’;
In America, a B movie actor, Ronald Reagan, was challenging to be the next president of the United
States, where anything is possible......

28 MAR 80" FRANK ENNY LEAVE
7 APRIL 80F DAVID THORBURN KILLED ON MOTORBIKE
11 APR 80 DAVID THORBURN FUNERAL 10:30

Davie Thorburn had been a friend for forty odd years and was a regular visitor to the house. He would
be missed by Frank, Jean and friends alike.

21 JULY 80— HALLS TO EXMOUTH

Although Frank, Jenny and toddler Sarah had been up to Edinburgh to visit just four months previously,
a holiday in sunny Exmouth was a must and so .
hundredmile drive. After some delb@ Frank agreedot to drive the whole way without stopping for

which daughter Margaret and son James would be forever grateful. On arrival they all wanted to see as
much of the family as possible but as Frank was working away, their time was devotettitagghter

Sarah and seeing the sites.

©Frank T Connelly 87



Frank and Frank outside 2z
Sturges Road, Exmouth
Private Collection

8 AUG 801 FRANK BACK

3 OCT 80 URSLAA DIED R.I.E.

Mary Ursula Connor (Urslaa2Dct 1924) was t he dNellig(HeeeConnelly Ber
13" January 1895- 15" May 1971) and a cousin of Frank. At fiffive years old she still had many

years ahead of her but died young in Edinburgh where she lived with husband of twenty four years
Raymond Athole Mackenzie. Her deaths registered in the George Squatestrict of Edinburgh.

7 OCT 80 FUNERAL 10AM ST JOHNS

1 George Square is a city square and registration district in Edinburgh, Scotland. It is in the south of the city ceetre, adjac

to the Meadows. It was laid out in 1766 outside the overcrowded Old Town, and was a popular residential area for Edinburgh's
betteroff citizens. In the 1960s much of the square was redeveloped by the University of Edinburgh, despite the protests of
the Cockburn Asociation and the Georgian Group of Edinburgh. Most but not all buildings on the square now belong to the
university
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Chapter Twelve- Time stands still
3 NOV 80 MUM DIED IN HOUSE 4AM

Julia Murphy was born at the turn of the twentieth century in 34dDalke Cottages, Cockpen, a parish

in Midlothian some 7 miles south east of Edinburgh. The eldest of seven children born to Michael
Murphy, who himself was from Cockpen and Annie McCann, originally from Sheffield. After schooling
she began a career in dotieservice but was also a ladies companion before meeting and then

Bernard & Julia Connelly
(standing)  with  brother
Alexander & wife Josephine
19257 Private Collection

marrying Bernard in September 19 2Cevotedtoherfamilyf a mi |
and her community she was a volunteer at Lambs

8 NOV 80F MUMS FUNERAL 10AM ST JOHNS

Julia's service was conducted in the family <ch
attended all her | ife. Her son and Frank’s brot
is difficult without conducting the ceremony as well. Julia is buried in the same graveyard and not far
from her mother and father, Mount Vernon cesngin Edinburgh.
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Michael and Annie Murphy gravestone Julia Murphy gravestone

Mount Vernon cemeteiiyPrivate Collection

2 DEC 80i BOUGHT HOUSE

Buying a house is a massive investment but Frank was now fifty and Jean aimasidiftyate in life

to be taking on such a huge debt but the Council house at 8 Bailie Path was part of the Governments
manifesto pledge as part of their rightbuy * scheme. The mortgage would have been large even with

the Government discount and with irgst rates at 14%, monthly payments were a significant part of
Frank and Jean’s wages.

22 JAN 81 BOUGHT NEW CARPET £82 EXTRA PX
A new carpet and with some skilful negotiating, paid with a part exchange for the old one!
25 APR 81 BOBY CARR DIED

Robert Swan Carr, 'Bobby' to kith and kin, was a piano player, much in demand fsosggy One of
Frank’s |l ongest standing friends he had the ber
regularly. His piano playing was legendary asswhe cigarette that RARELY left his lips, only
occasionally venturing to the piano edge where it regularly burnt the varnish off. He wasty

1The Right to Buy (RTB), prominent in the Conservative manifesto of 197%nivaguced by the Housing Tenants Rights

et c. [ Scotl and] Act 1980 and established a | egal right
almost all properties where the landlord was a council. Sale price was a discountedsataakiein taking account of years

of tenancy in any relevant dwelling: starting at 33% (for three years), increased by 1% for each additional year, up to a
maximum of 50%. In addition there was a cash maximum (initially £50,000) that could not be exebatiadr the years

of tenancy.
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28 APR 81 BOBYS FUNERAL 11.30 MILTON ROAD
20 MAY 81i MRS AITKEN DIED

Al ec, her son, was -aufferingdeearatbr obBailieFPatlawhist Mrs Agtkerdwad o n ¢
one of the women I n wasahvayks welconteiatf e whose tabl e he

16 JUN 811 AUNT MILLIE DIED

Millie (surname unknown) was married to Michael Munley, brother of Anthony (Tony) Munley who in
turn was married to Helen Murphy, Frank’s mot he

19 JUN 81 FUNERAL 10AM MILTON ROAD
22 SEP 81 JEAN CITY HOSPITAL

Jean had been to her Doctor’s and consequently
after complaining of abdominal pains.

27 SEP 81 JEAN OUT OF HOSPITAL

The summer months had been long for Jean who finding discowmitbr the warm weather had sat
indoors most of the time. The ti me was made mor
to their fiveyear old grandson Andrew was also limited. Daughter Margaret was sixteen and son James
fourteen so couldimost look after themselves but Frank persevered and cooked evening meals.

28 SEP 81 XRAY EGH DR KELLET

17 NOV 811 WEST GEN HOSP SCAN LIVER
23 NOV 811 EAST GEN HOSP SCAN LIVER
30 NOV 811 DR KELLET CLEAR ?

The question mark is a puzzle. After beingdton March 1979 that his liver was badly enlarged it
suggests that he was hopeful after seeing Kell
confirmed at all that he had given up alcohol completely.

8 DEC 811 BOUGHT NEW LANCIA 2000 P3BS £1150 PX £850

Another new car and after just two years. He did love his Corolla and this Lancia never really featured
as importantly to him as previous cars.

19 JAN 82 J SPPOTT SICK FLU BACK 2B82

No one we knew so | suspect Frank \wasping notes in his diary about his staff at the college.
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3 FEB 82i DENTIST 11/2 12/2 25/2 £21 TOP SET

Never an apple a day man meant at aafayifty -two Frank was having the remains of his top teeth
removed in favour of a set dentures. He had never been keen on the dentist and thought out loud on
occasion that his teeth would outlast him.

15 FEB 82- NEWTONGRANGE GLASSES £26-0

Not just the teeth then but the eyesight also. These things start to happen to a body evavoatiyd

for reading and peering over at the television, Frank carried a pair wherever he went. Such a simple
change but he took great comfort in being able to read smaller print than previously and even added the
occasional book to his normal newspaplerdry.

23 FEB 821 INSPECTORS 10:30 LNC

Inspections of schools and colleges was the norm and as Frank and the team of wardens was effectively
“f rabmause’ |, a good i mpression was essential. F
he, and tb team, were the centre of attention. These days were tiresome and the minutiae of logistics
and preparedness readied for the inspectors, even when simple, none the less stressful. There is nothing
worse when an important individual or team arrives towirtess with the college but finds they cannot

park or access the building at the very beginning of their tour.

26FEB82Ii MR HUGHES DI ED TERRYS6S DAD FUNERAL 28

Owen Hughes was born in Blackhill, Consett, County Durhanda6uary 1906 and haddyea miner

before winning a scholarship to Oxford whereafter he became a Civil Servant. Known as 'Tony' to family
and friends, his two children with wife Gwendo
Brian in 1965 and Frances.

15 MAR 82-TERRY BRIAN HERE TWO DAYS
16 MAR 82 CAR WINDOW REPAIR £27.80
17 MAR 82 JEAN C/ UP CITY 1:45

Jean’s stomach was very swol |l en aupdhe pausewhsu | a
undiagnosed.

18 MAR 82 JEAN INTO CITY WARD 5P
19 MAR 82 JEAN FLUID OF STOMACH

The buildup of fluid was pressing on organs and nerves alike and was very painful and meant something
as simple as sitting down became a deliberate, time consuming and agonising task.

27 MAR 82 TRICIAINTO CITY
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TRICIAor PATRICIABIRCH was Franks nephew Kenny’'s wife. T
Paula and Sandra and lived to the west of the city, at Kirknewton.

30 MAR 82 JEAN DISCHARGED

After twelve days Jean was discharged from the City Hospital and whilst in less panh#rashe went

in, the cause and subsequent diagnosis of ovarian cancer was a shock to them both. Afqustdifey

was still a relatively young woman. The couple decided not to tell their children until a decision on
chemotherapy was assessed.

24 APRL 8271 PICK UP JENNY KINLOSS

On the 1st of April son Frank, who was now a Royal Marines Sergeant was recalled from leave to his
unit for what was to become the Falklands War. His wife Jenny with children Sarah (four) and Lisa (one)
had travelled to be ith friends in Kinloss before breaking their journey to her own parents by stopping
over with Frank and Jean. Bythé4h e smal |l group of *“ M or Mike (
Frank and 100 others served were secretly enroute for the Ascensios &tauaff point before sailing

south to the soon to be ice locked island of South Georgia. It was hoped an assault on the Argentine base,
displaying the finest military professionalism and British determination, might persuade the Argentine
Army occupying South Georgia and the Falkland Islands to return home without loss of life or
bloodshed.

6 MAY 82 GRANNY HORSBURGH DEAD 1:15 MORTON HALL
Nephew Kenny's wife Tricia Horsburgh had lost a beloved Granny.
10 MAY 82 LETTER FROM PETE MC JOJ®16.74

Pete McGregor had been one of Frank's friends since childhood but now lived in New York where he
was an Xray technician. His occasional trips to Scotland were almost festive with he and Frank touring
the old haunts and catching up with old pals.

11 MAY 827 GRANNY BUCHANAN EYE TEST

At Eighty-Four, Jean's mother was unable to get out and about on her own but still cooked for herself
and was in reasonable health. Living only a few hundred yards from Frank and Jean, Jean popped down
most days to seenammy' and drop off messages.

12 MAY 82— JEAN IN CITY-OUT15™IN 20" OuUT 25™

Intense Chemotherapy was necessary but there are no details of the specific treatment. Jean was ill anc
Frank visited at every opportunity. The prognosis was not good.

Chemotherapy is an aggressive form of chemical drug therapy meant to destroy rapidly growing cells in
the body. It's usually used to treat cancer, as cancer cells grow and divide faster than other cells. There
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are a number of side effects including; feelimgd, sickness, hair loss, increased risk of infection, sore
mouth, dry sore skin, diarrhoea and/or constipation. There are no guarantees it will be effective 100% of
the time.

25 MAY 82 BOB TULLOCH HOSP CITY WARD 5

28 MAY 82 JEAN IN OUT 2%

31 MAY 82 BOB TULLOCH DIED

2 JUNE 82" JEAN IN CITY OUT 5 JUNE

4 JUNE 82 BOB TULLOCH FUNERAL 11AM

15 JUNE 82 NEW FRIDGE £199 LESS £30 = £166

A discount was always asked for and debated, with Frank usually coming out on top.
16 JUNE 82" JEAN HOSPIAL

Attendance at the City Hospital was becoming almost a daily occurrence at this point and Jean was
getting very weak. Helped, and sometimes carried to the car for the short journey she tired easily.

21 JUNE 82 GEORGE ROSS FUNERAL 11AM WARRISTON
23 JWINE 821 JEAN HOME

The effects of her illness were obvious and Jean was spending more and more time in hospital. When
she was at home, Margaret, now just 17, cared for her now very poorly mum on a daily basis. On more
than one occasion she had hurt her hale&n lifting Jean out of bed but persevered.

26 JUNE 82 HOLS TO KENT

The journey was surprising at this time given Jean's illness but she was a determined woman. The ten
hour drive to Deal in Kent to see young Frank's wife Jenny anchilten; toddler Sarah (four) and

baby Lisa (eleven months), who had returned from their own holiday with Jenny's parents in Formby,
Lancashire. Son Frank, who had been based in South Georgia as part of the Falklands war, the surrendel
for which had beesigned just two weeks previously was enroute back to South Georgia after travelling

to Southern Thule in the South Sandwich Islands where the last surrender of Argentinians had taken
place a few days before.

Jean's illness was now known to be terminalaitid young Frank being so far away, with the prospect

of being iced in for a southern hemisphere winter, she wished she could speak to him. A telephone call
was placed and with the help of the Royal Navy and a satellite, Jean was able to speak toenghipn th
although not once did she mention her illness.
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AnCaptain Nunn asked to see me and said he had
thought that the knowledge of mum's illness and the prognosis might be difficult for me to take during the
ongoing war so had kept it from me. His own brother Richard, a gazelle pilot whom | knew, had died on
the Falkland Islands and it had hit him hard emotionally he thought telling me would have a similar effect.
The shipskipper said a phoneall was being atanged and | could attend the radio shack and speak to
mum. It was a poor line with lots of call delay but at least | could say hello. Saying goodbye was the
hardest parto. Frank Connelly 1982

1 JULY 82 NEW WATERANK £60 TOTAL £96.72
2 JULY 821 TOMS 20" YEAR OF ORDINATION 2.7.62

17 JULY 82 FRANK HOME SOUTH GEORGIA

8 Bailie Path decorated for son Frank returgm the Falklain@sivate Collection

Frank, Jenny and the girls made the journey from eBtinburgh almost as soon as he got back from
South Georgia. The eighitousanemile journey (for Frank) via the Ascension Islands and using a RoRo
ferry, military jet, train and car took almost two weeks but Jean clung on determinedly to see her eldest
son, and see him she did;

23 JULY 82 GRANNYS BIRTHDAY 85 YEARS

Meg Buchanan had outlived two of her own children, Margaret and Isa, and had nine grandchildren and
seven great grandchildren. She had lived through two world wars and survived her huSbacedn
of fifty -two years. She enjoyed her simple life and with help, was still able to get out and about.
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Front row: Jean, her mum Margaret, Sister Marie and daughter MRgar: Frank, Son David with girlfriend, Young
Frank, Jenny and baby LigaPrivate Collection

29 JULY 82 DADS BIRTHDAY 82 YEARS

Frank's father Bernard Connelly had also lived through two world wars and outlived his wife Julia of
fifty -five years, who died in November 1980, and his son Michael who had died in aaireigient

eleven years before. He had seven surviving children and eighteen grandchildren and many great
grandchildren. He had worked until, at the pensionable age offsigtyhe had retired from his position

as a Manager with the @aperative and settieinto voluntary work with the church and its various
associations.

27 AUG 82 BACK TO WORK HOLLS  WHAT HOLLS ?7??
27 AUG 82 MR BROWNS PRESENTATION 4PM RECORDER
29 AUG 82" JEAN DIED 10:15PM IN THE HOUSE IN MY ARMS

There can be nothing so diffitas watching a loved one die. Jean had suffered badly and dhfify

had still been a young woman. Frank was devastated as were the rest of the family. Jean had enjoyed het
life, full of smiles and laughter and will be remembered and missed by eeewlwo knew her. After

meeting in 1951 the couple had overcome many hardships before settling into a reasonably comfortable
life where their family and friends were constant reminders of the happiness they enjoyed. With Frank's
career path I'm sure thereexe more than a few times where frustration caused tears but any crying she
did was hidden from view. Frank would miss Jean terribly.
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Marie, Isa, Jean and Margaret April 1936Private Collection

[Although the sisters appear in the same style of uniforthé photograph above, Isa and Jean were
said to have attend Balgreen Primary but there is evidence indicating that Marie also attended Lorne

Street Primary and Margaret Tollcross, perhaps caused but not directly related to their home location at
the time]

1SEP 82 JEANS FUNERAL 10AM ST JOHNS 11AM S/FIELD CREMATORIUM

Frank's brother Tom officiated at the mass celebrating Jeans short but full life at St John's RC church
where she had prayed since her baptism into the catholic church in 1953atAdred family and friends
mourned her passing before moving to the Seafield crematorium where her body was returned to ashes.

A small plaque noting her passing was placed alongside Frank's mother's gravestone in the Mount Vernon
cemetery in Edinburgh.
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Jane Taylor Connelly 1December 1928 25" March 1992

Born to Duncan and Meg Buchanan in Downfield Place in Edinburgh, Jane Taylor Connelly (Nee Buchanan)
everyone as Jean, had attended Ballgreen Primary School before her Seedndatipn but the records, although sho
her sisters attending James Gillespies in Edinburgh, show no record of her own attendance.

After Secondary school she worked in an office for a few years until she and Frank met and married, nurtured a ilgy
and developed a home where they and their five children had grown. Frank had gone through numerous jobs ar|
many cars whilst Jean had gardened and painted and decorated the homes they shared and brought up their five
always hadime for others and when not visiting her own parents asavis would visit other friends and family. She h
heart of gold and brought up her children to respect and help others, which they all did. As soon as circumstancebd
returned to wik but typically found most joy when working as a nursing auxiliary. She hurried everywhere as if th
never enough time in the day; carried bags of 'messages' (shopping) from shops all over the town (fish from Portol

from the Coeop in Bread Street, bread from Piershill) to her house and to her beloved 'mammy's' house; she wash
ironed, painted, wallpapered, shouted, scolded, laughed, sang, whistled (she liked a tune), comforted and enc
lived to see some grandchiéalr, who she loved like there was no tomorrow. She survived two sisters and her father.

Jean and Frank on Honeymoon in
Wales 1953 Private Collection

5 SEP 82 FRANK PAINTS STAIR

8 SEP 82 NURSES FROM EASTERN HOSP £54 MR MOSELY £5

The domtion from the Easter General Hospital was from nursing staff Jean had worked with and
befriended. Mr Mosely was a shop owner in Portobello and where Betty, Frank & Jean's friend worked.
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Chapter Thirteer Starting over

23 SEP 82 NEW CAR NEW FORD POPRAPLUS 1100 GSG 437X £3.450 PX £1.100 LANCIA
PHS 165

29 SEP 82 ERIC ROBB PHONED FROM SOUTH AFRICA

After losing his job eight years before, Eric, one of Frank's many friends, had emigrated. Enjoying the
sunny African climate, he hagliggested that Frank think about joining him but Frank's heart and life
wwere in Scotland. They remained great friends.

27 SEP 82 MARGARET STARTED WORKING AT NURSING HOME CHALMERS CRESCENT

Although this was paid employment Margaret as yet had only feriexce of nursing Jean before she
died, so this was a real challenge. Frank wholeheartedly supported Margaret in this new role but must
have wondered where his family were all disappearing to.

5 OCT 821 MARIE AT STATION

After Jean died, Marie was thelgrsurviving daughter of Frank's-law's, Duncan and Meg. Living in
Wrexham meant it was a considerable distance to journey to Edinburgh and as she didn't drive, the train
was most efficient. Both her son's, Duncan and Owen, now had families of theanowived even

further from Edinburgh so the journey was made alone. She often stayed with friends in Edinburgh as
there was generally little room at her mum’s pe

6 OCT 82- BALL OF FORD LAIDLAW £2.430

Ford Laidlaw's was a car lea & repair garage on Baileyfield Road. This final and complete payment
was for the Ford Poplar bought just a month before and 'Ball’ perhaps the contact at the garage. [Laidlaws
garage at Baileyfield would continue to trade at the site until 2021]

7 OCT8217 JAMES NEW COAT £20

Jean had probably taken care of this sort of thing when she was alive but left to his own devices and
rather than taking James to the shops, cash more likely changed hands and thgefielehwould
have gone shopping on hig/o.

11 OCT 82 HOT TANK REPAIR
Trivia but although just a month since Jean had died, life did not stop whilst Frank mourned her.
11 OCT 82 JAMES WEEK WORKGAYFIELD CONSTRUCTION

A week off school trying out a job you may take up sounded good and wabes of designing
skyscrapers fresh in his mind, the reality of helping to make sash windows likely brought James back to
earth with a bump.
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20 OCT 82 £250 TO ABBY LIFE ASSURANCE PENSION RET/MENT TAX R.3D 1 £75

Whilst it is possible that a pension ta&s levied, the two amounts seem at odds with one another and
at fifty-two, Frank was too young to be receiving a pension (except military) and was also still working.

22 OCT 82 NEW BLINKER
A new indicator for the car was needed. Sometimes it worleed..me t i mes it ...
4 NOV 82- PAINTER KITCHEN £58 STAIR ROOF £52 0O/S WINDOW DOOR £50

Alex Aitken, Frank's longstanding decorator and sometimes drinking friend was called in to spruce up
the house. There was no mention of painting out therdati-coloured circles that daughter Margaret

and her friend Alison had painted on the single bedroom wall and which would probably be seen long
after the house was demolished

6 NOV 82° TONY HEART ATTACK NEW ZEALAND

At seventy, Tony Munley, husband to Rk&s Aunt, had been married to Helen Murphy for a week shy
of thirty years. He had been a physical training instructor and this fithess served him well at this time so
his hospital stay was a short one.

19 NOV 82 MEG FIN NURSING HOME

After less than twononths working in the home at Chalmers Crescent in Edinburgh, daughter Margaret
finished there and left to start a new career, in nursing.

22 NOV 82 MEG STARTS EDINBURGH HOSPITAL
At seventeen, Margaret had opted to train as a nurse only to find on loerefioét days she was sitting

alongside brother David who had also opted for this career.

Margaret and David Nurses
Training School April 1984
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23 NOV 82 GEORGE MARTIN NOTICE IN TO QUIT JOB

24 NOV 82 MEG INTERVIEW CARLTON TERRACE

6 DEC 82i DRMARTIN BOOTS JIM £21.95

9 DEC 821 GEORGE MARTIN LEFT COLLEGE NIGHT OUT MILTON HOUSE

| suspect that whilst there may have been no love lost between Frank and George Martin, GM leaving
and the night out are coincidental and purely Christmas driven.

17 NOv 821 ALEX AITKEN DIED

Only weeks after his friend Alex had been to the house to decorate, his father, also known as Alex was
dead aged sevenfgur. Frank did not show much emotion but he knew all his friend's parents and would
have lifted a small whiskin his memory.

18 DEC 820 OFF WORK COLD & XMAS HOLLS
22 DEC 821 ALEX AITKEN FUNERAL 3PM
23 DEC 821 DINNER DAD PM.D.J. SELF

Frank's father Bernard, after whom he was named, was eighty now and had been on his own since his
wife and Frank's mum Julread died two years previously. Whilst the PM in the entry isesgifanatory,

the initial D and J are less so. The only family members with those initials are Frank's son's David and
James.

6 1 83- SHIRTS PANTS SOOCKS JIM £16.24

Another style of date emnt maybe indicating that change in this new year was welcomed. Frank had
always kept records of large transactions e.g. cars, but in registering sock, boots, coats etc. his attention
to money is interesting and perhaps shows the level of detail he di¢tewto know when Jean was

alive.

10 1 83i FRANK MOVED HOUSE TO IVYBRIDGE

Eldest son Frank, wife Jenny and the two girls, Sarah and Lisa had bought their first house at 26 Torre
Close, Ivybridge in Devon. Frank was still serving in 42 Commando Royal &awmere he was a

Troop Sergeant. The families first house had three bedrooms, a garden and a garage to the rear and wa:
located on the periphery of the small commuter town. The house cost £21,995.

17 1 83i DOCTOR EXAMINED STOMACH
211 831 STOMACH CLEAR

251 83i AUNT NANA BIRTHDAY PRES (LATE) HAS FLU
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Frank regularly drove the seventy miles to see his aunt, usually with at least one of his sons or daughters
in tow. The drive was always broken by a stop at a shop to buy roles, sliced meat and cakétabisc
ensure the health was maintained after the event, prone as aunt Nana was to scraping mould of jam or
bread or using same to make a trifle, a trait not lost on Franks daughter Margaret who recalls;

ifWe arrived and sai d eomelovelgviedetablegsdfmeatdsoup ollowed layf t e r
trifle. Imagine my surprise on quizing Aunt Nana regarding the texture of the sponge only to be told she
had run out of cake so used brown bread instead

Aunt Nana was faultlessly courteous and ney@ened presents whilst she had visitors, preferring to
open them in solitude perhaps when she needed to be reminded that she was not alone in life but would
then put pen to paper or card and write thankyou notes.

92 83i JIM NEW SLACKS £11.95

The bill was adding up... Interesting though that Frank used the term 'slacks' instead of trousers when |
know he used the latter generally. He may have considered the term stylish when buying trousers for
almost sixteeryearold Jim, whose correct title of 'Jamésid long been abbreviated or replaced. The

rest of his children had also suffered and; Frank became 'Frankie boy', David 'Dave’, Peter 'Pedro’ and
Margaret ‘Meg'.

15 FEB 83 DAVID INTERVIEW JOB GREECE BRIGHTON

Frank dropped David off at Waverly Statiomr tbe trip to London overnight then onwards to Brighton
for an interview with Young World, who supplied couriers for holiday companies. When David's friends
had explained the role, it had sounded exotic but after the interview he decided that nursieitehad b
prospects.

25 FEB 83 LEO IN WARD 20 KNOCKED DOWN BY CAR

Leo at fifty-two was Frank's younger brother by just two years had been badly injured in the accident
and was admitted to hospital.

26 FEB 83 INSURANCE PAY OUT £92.81 JAMES

Although the family rarely had two pennies to rub together when the children were small, they had none
theless taken out insurance policies not long after each birth, perhaps as a method of saving for a rainy
day.

29 MAR 83 EASTER HOL'S
24 APR 83 MARCGARET STARTS TRAINING NURSE

20 MAY 83 STOPPED MEALS @ COLLEGE
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The meals were relatively cheap at the Jewel and Esk Valley College ranging from 30 pence for breakfast
to 79 pence for dinner but Frank frequently debated this and regularly wroteuttdnigepresentative

at the National Union Of Public Employees or NUPE outlining that attendance at meals to monitor
student behaviour was part of his role and therefore mandatory and as such meal payments should be
rescinded. It would eventually take eiglears before the dispute was settled and meal payments returned

to the wardens. Frank knew how to persevere.

30 MAY 83 NEW CAR NEW TOYOTA ESTATE £5,285 PX POPLAR £2,750 B £2,535

Frank did love his cars so although the Poplar was only eight maldthes change was made. An estate

was an unusual choice as he didn't really need the space. Gone too were the days when he filled the bac
of his van with heavy 'tube’ style television repossessed from HP non payers, which he diligently had
the boys emptgvery night.

1 JUNE 83 TEST CAR TO GLASGOW SP 110 MPH

Frank had recovered his license some three years previously but the M8 was a good road which he had
driven enumerable times so he threw caution to the wind to test out his new car.

9 JUNE 83 MRS FERGUSSON DIED RIE

Frank's next door neighbour at Bailie Path had been the Fergusson's, Bill and Agnes. Bill had worked
for Crawford's the bakers and took young Frank along as a Saturday boy when delivering wedding stock.
Their two son's, Ronnie and Graensiboth been interested in motorbikes and Ronnie had also been

a speedway rider before emigrating to South Africa some years before. They, at number 9, and the King's
at number 7 had been great friends to Frank and Jean and the family. Why he nevdrtoeferdy

her first name is a sign of respect Frank had for the family.

11 JUNE 83 ) CREMATED

)]

11 JUNE 83 £14.50 INSURANCE TROUSRES BETTY SELF
One of the mysteries of abbreviated text...
28 JUNE 83 MRS HALLIDAY EENERAL 11PM PIERSHILL

The Halliday's lived near the family in Northfield. The exact number of children they had is unclear but
Margaret Halliday was in young Frank's primary school class and there was certainly an older sibling.
In Northfield Drive their louse was the first one towards the Mountcastle area which had a long front
garden. | don't remember Frank or Jean being friends with them and to my knowledge they never visited
the house but attendance at the funeral meant there was a good chance Flankegbwther old

friends and neighbours. In 1983 people still bought the local evening paper to read, amongst other things,
the obituaries.

4 JULY 83 MRS MOSLEY HOSPITAL
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16 JULY 83 VISITED JENNY HARRISON EAST LINTON
26 JULY 83 MRS MOSLEY DIED

| havea distant memory of an old family friend of Frank's parents, Bernard and Julia, named Mosely,
but the date is also close to that of Gertrude Mawdsley, a similar sounding name, who was his eldest
son's mothem-law. She died on 26 June 1983 in Formby,dzeshire.

27 JULY 83 BOUGHT 3 PIECE SUITE FROM JEAN & ERIC £150
29 JULY 83 MEETING MISS JOHNSTON 11AM

29 JULY 83 DADS BIRTHDAY

30 JULY 83 MRS MOSELY FUNERAL SOUTHPORT

Gertrude Mawdsley was born Gertrude Whitfield in Lancashire'b®d&cember 1910She married
Herbert Mawdsley a painter and decorator circa 1934 and the couple had five children including Jennifer
who was Frank's daughtar-law. The family had lived in Formby since the early 1930's

4 AUG 831 MEETING WITH MZ ROBERTSON

The abbreviat® and sometime cryptic references to titled characters suggest formal meeting at the
college. Never one to suffer fools, Frank regularly 'made his case' to authority figures, usually on behalf
of others although on this occasion the reason has been timseto

15 AUG 83 AUNT NANA VISIT

At seventyfour, Anne Murphy was still fit and active. No more bicycle riding but regular walks with

her current dog provided decent daily exercise. Her driving ability was deteriorating by now and the odd
knock andscrape of her car became a discussion topic during these visits, as did the mechanical
capability of the machines and the regular trips to the garage to repair them. It wasn't that she was easily
deceived or gullible just that she lacked knowledge of #ie meaning Frank often went back to the
garage to find out; why they hadn't repaired the tyre rather than replacing, why there was yet another set
of new wipers, why the vehicle had failed the MOT just weeks after a major service and on the points
specifically attended to at that time...

23 AUG 83 CAR SERVICE £45.60
2 SEPT 83 NETTY HIGH DIED 6.30AM LEITH HOSPITAL

Janet Hill Redpath, Netty for short, was eighty years old when she passed. She had married George
Charles High in 1930 in Edinburgh but@hoection to Frank has yet to be found.

9 SEPT 83 MEETING MISS JOHNSTON AOK
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When Leith Nautical College moved to be part of Edinburgh College in 1978 there were great plans. In
1983 howevethe Scottish Education Department reviewed Nautigdlication in Scotland and a
decision was made to close the College and transfer naval education to what is now Glasgow
College. Undoubtedly the meetings were to appraise staff of their personal circumstance relating
to the college and the AOK 'All OK' naian indicates Frank was happy with the outcome which
would see him retain his job in the same location but with new masters.

10 SEPT 83 DINNER JEAN & ERIC WOOD BETTY SELF

Betty Toolan and Frank and both their partners (Harry and Jean) had been foreyeksrs. In 1983
Betty's husband and long time friend of Frank was ill with a lung/chest complaint that necessitated him
using oxygen. He was unable to easily climb the stairs to their flat at Coillesdene House in Joppa,
Edinburgh and so it comes asswprise to see her accompanying Frank.

17 SEP 83 FRANK & JENNY HOME
26 SEPT 83 NEW WARDEN STARTS ANDY STEVENS
2 OCT 83 CAR SERVICED 10670.2 MILES

The accuracy to a decimal point shows Frank's attention to [some] detail but also his pridannNos
mechanic was going to get away with nipping home at lunchtime in this car...

11 OCT 83 XRAY EASTERN HOSP BJ/L TESTS

With the amountof XRays Frank had taken over the years i/
'B' would be blood testsnd the 'L’ lung but the type of tests conducted could vary.

17 OCT 83 PAT O'KEIFF DIED
200CT 83 1 i CREAMATED

Patrick and Margaret O'Keefe and their son Brendan lived on the ground floor of the flats at Magdalene
Drive, about one itndred yards from Frank & Jeans home. Margaret had worked with Jean in the
newsagent’'s shop for many year s.

22 OCT 83 BETTY & SELF TROSSACH HOTEL
230CT83 i A

There was only five months separating Frank and Betty andethey oy ed each ot her '
isn't appropriate for me to draw any conclusions at this stage. Betty's husband Harry had been ill for
almost two years with emphysema, caused in part by his days as a steam train fireman where the smoke
and dust undoubtlly damaged his lungs and partly due to his lifetime addiction to the cigarette. He
struggled to climb the stairs to the flat at Coillesdene and whilst his attachment to an oxygen bottle at
this stage was not permanent, his general health was deteriorating
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5 NOV 83 WEEKEND @ ERIC AND JEAN WOOD NEW RING FROM BETTY
16 NOV 83 BETTY SELF J & ERIC HOUSE

29 NOV 83 TOM IN NAIROBI UNTIL 8TH DEC

14 DEC 831 ELECTRIC BLANKET FROM BETTY

22 DEC 83 ALL STUDENTS AWAY

25 DEC 83 FAMILY DINNER

James and Magget were still living at home, David was in a rented flat shared with friend Davy Stewart
and Peter was divorced with an eiylearold son so may have been living at home again. Son Frank
had just finished another course at the Marines training centrevas preparing for another winter
deployment to Norway. All or some of them may have been present for the Christmas dinner but there
don't appear to be any photographs or particular memories associated with this day.
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Chapter Fourteenr New Beginnings
26 DEC 83 IONA HOTEL DINNER TWO FAMILIES 18 AT TABLE

The lona Hotel in Strathearn Place was the venue chosen by Frank and Betty to get the two families
together. There was eighteen at the table which included; Betty, daughter MarjorieshadchFrank

Calikes, daughter Maureen her husband Andrew Strang and son Nicky, Frank, son Frank his wife Jenny
and daughters Sarah and Lisa, sons Peter, David and James and daughter Margaret. We had all knowr
each other for years so there was little fdityand from memory there were no grand announcements,

just a family dinner.

1-1-847 PARTY AT DAVID AND BETTY NEXT DOOR

Davie and Betty Ward had been Betty's adoor neighbours for years. Davie had taught Frank's son
David at the National Co&oard training facility at Newtongrange when David had been training as an
engineer. A New Year'’'s day party was second onl
going on in the block of flats where Betty and Harry Lived. Before Betty and Daddecome next

door neighbours, they had lived at Tower Street, now Figgate Street which was just around the corner
from where Betty and Harry lived at Berry Square. After Davie died, Betty would live on, dying at home

in Coillesdene in 2022 aged ningiine.

2-1-841 DAD IN FOR DINNER
9-1-847 START WORK HOLS FIN NOT IN

Reading like a contradiction, the first two statements can work togetfiarshed holidays so back to
work — but are then contradicted by the 'not in'. Perhaps he was paid forythetdaad no duties so
stayed home?

9-1-841 IN BED SUSPECT FLU DR CALDER CALLED
This might explain the reason for the contradiction above. In the eighties Doctors still made house calls.
10-1-8417 CHEST VERY MUCH TIGHTER VERY LITTLE MOVEMENT

With a history of lung problems Frank did not want to take any chances. He was used to being in hospital
and having breathing difficulties, similar to those he had experienced when he had TB, but when he was
in the house on his own, things must have looked difficul

17-1-847 PHONE DR NO MOVEMENT IN CHEST VERY PAINFILL AMBULANCE

Typically Frank would not have explained to daughter Margaret or son David, both of whom were in
nursing or son James who although he was still at school, had his head screwedchenyésateeling
so bad but at this point he had been struggling to breathe for a week...

18-1-847 CALLED WARD 6 E.G.H.
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18-1-8471 INTENSIVE CARE 3 DAYS
1-Feb-847 DISCHARGED HOSP

After contracting what he thought initially was flu, Frank ended up spendiogveeks in hospital
including three days in intensive care. His lungs, he only had one and a bit after his 1951 Thoracoplasty
procedure, were shot and he knew it, but outwardly life would continue as normal. He was not one for
grumbling.

We were never gitt of stools or coffee tables in our house because Frank was always making them. The
stools were made from a sturdy wooden frame then covered with a rafia, a string like material, interlaced
in various colours and knotted discretely, a skill he had Ieaand never forgotten, when recuperating

in Glen O Dee hospital many years before. The tables were a new invention and comprised a redundant
television trolley covered with a plywood sheet which was then decorated with tiles and edging or old
copper penngnd halfpennies and covered with a sheet of glass. His favourite table had as a centrepiece
a boxing medal won by his great uncle Pat McCann and which itself was then surrounded by copper
coins. The table and his increasingly diverse brass collection elisbed regularly on a Sunday for
years. Not for him the thought of settling down in front of a television to watch Britain's Torvill and
Dean dominating the ice skating at the Sarajevo Winter Olympics where they skated to acclaim to the
music of Ravell'8olero.

8 Feb 84 HARRY INTO NORTHERN GENERAL HOSPITAL CHEST

Harry was stoic but very weak and could not walk far without stopping for a rest. The oxygen bottle now
made a regular appearance but so too did the fly cigarette. Although Frank had gwerkum some
time before | recall Betty still smoked at this stage but was trying to give up, for Harry's sake.

11 Feb 84 VISIT FROM DOUGIE & MAY TO HARRY

Dougie, May and Frank had known each other for as long as Frank had known Harry. Dougie had a
window cleaning round in the Galashiels area where the couple lived with their three children but rarely
came north, except on family occasions. White haired but tanned and wasdben through spending

all his working life outside, he and May enjoyed a glifetin the mill town some forty miles south of
Edinburgh.

17 Feb 84 HARRY DISCHARGED 1AM

Probably pm after morning rounds had been completed but even if it was after midnight, Frank would
have travelled to pick up Harry before seeing him safely home.

19 Feb 84i VISIT DOUGIE AND MAY IN GALA WITH HARRY 2.30PM LEFT 4.40
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Frank, Harry and Dougie Toolan in
Galashiels-Private Collection

NB. Note the parking on double yelloivs
They cared not a jot.

22 Feb 84 MEETING MISS JOHNSTON REF WAGESWE

Frank had been off sick from work since 3anuary so a meeting with staff from work was welcome as
he was keen to return.

1 Mar 841 MOVED GEORGE HIGH TO 12/2 ROBERTBURNS AVE
5 Mar 847 DR LECKETT HAPPY WITH RESULTS

In all likelihood areference to Frank's own health after his hospital stay in February and the results
referred to being possibly an improved but not yet clear of lung infection. Good news anyway.

6Mar 84- DR CUMMINE LINE TO START WORK 20 MAR 84

Ten weeks had now passed atithough keen to get back there were a lot of things he wanted to do in
the house before he was working again full time but he lacked the necessary energy.

6 Mar 841 CARPET FITTED STAIR £233.78P
7 Mar 847 KEY HANDED BACK TO GAYFIELD MR G HIGH OLD HOBIS

| suspect thesIMarch entry address for George High was Robertson Avenue as there is no Robert Burns
Avenue in Edinburgh but the Gayfield address for the return of his old house key is unusual unless the
house was privately rented and this was whezetiner lived.

15 Mar 841 ORDERED NEW BATHROOM SUITS £366.50P
16 Mar 841 SUITE FITTED
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Bought on the Thursday and fitted on the Friday must be a record of sorts. Even with Frank's ability to
get people to go the extra mile this was good going and helraus been mightily pleased. He had
time to enjoy the new suite for a long weekend before returning to work the following Tuesday which
he hoped would be dry if not cool as the weather men were predicting.

26 Mar 8471 WALLS PLASTERED J COUTS £30
26 Mar841 JOINED MILLERS FOUNDRY BOWLING CLUB £30 + £2 FEES

Although the bowling club was only one and a half miles from home, Frank took the car. It was just
convenient. Bowling, he thought, mighty get him outside a bit more and after buying himself some
bowling shoes and a set of bowls, the club became a regular feature in his life.

Thomas Miller founded Miller & Co Engineers and Founders Ltd in 1867, when the main products
manufactured were tram and railway wheels, brake blocks and rolls, all of chifeddther items
produced included gas meters and iron frames for pianos. Rumour had it than the products were so good
that when the machines they were part of finally gave up, the rollers were in such good condition they
were returned to the factory to beed again. The 3.7 acre site was situated off Lower London Road in
Earlston Place where the Meadowbank Retail Park lives in 2022 but the bowling club was at Farrer
Terrace, adjacent to Fishwives Causeway in Edinburgh. The club was bought by the mei@®4s in

and became a private club. Years later son David would turn the by now unused bowls into shaving
dishes and small ornamental pots.

27 Mar 841 EST TO GENERAL ACCIDENT FOR GREENHOUSE

| don't remember the greenhouse being used for much, we were ne¥erae s h from t he ¢
family. Maybe the occasional tomato plant. Possibly storm damage or the odd football breaking its glass?

6 April 847 EASTER HOLLS

Whilst Frank was enjoying his wedlarned Easter break the National Uniorividheworkers, NUM,

were striking against a reform introduced by the Conservative Government to privatise the industry. The
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher was pitted against the might of the NUM and their president, Arthur
Scargill. Few other national ume supported the strike because there had been no official national ballot
but the introduction by Arthur Scargill of flying pickets and the subsequent violent confrontations with
the police left many injured and many more wondering what the country wasgctoo. Frank was not

a supporter of the Tory Government but neither did he support the violent tactics brought about by both
sides. The first AIDShospital was opened in the USA.

I Human immunodeficiency virus infection and acquimdunodeficiency syndrome (HIV/AIDS) was a disease that had

been known about since 1981.The infection interferes with the bodies immune system and increases the risk of developing
common infections e.g. TB. In 1984 it was widely associated with the gamuaoity. By 2020 the disease had cause over
twenty million deaths worldwide and there remains no broadly available cure or vaccine  Wikipedia
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12 April 847 PLYMOUTH 9.45AM TRAIN ARRIVE 5.55PM STAY AT FRANKS

Son Frank, his wife Jenny and the girlselivten miles outside Plymouth in a small commuter town
named Ivybridge. The house was three bedroom and the couples first and as it was not large a certain
amount of bed shuffling was necessary but Frank was delighted, as always, to see fiaughtets

Sarah and Lisa who were five and two respectively.

12 April 8471 DUKE CORNWALL HOTEL 3N £87.94P

A short break in the middle of a stay with family can only mean one of two things; they fell out or Frank
had arranged with Betty that they would have atdhi@ak. | suspect but cannot remember distinctly, it
was the | atter. |l don’t ever remember arguing.

25 April 847 9.15 TO EDINBURGH ARRIVE 8.10 2 HRS LATE
30 April 8471 HARRY CHECK UP N.G. HOSPITANOTTO GO BACK

The underlining of the word suggesissr ank was frustrated by the do
friend's illness. Harry was not in a good way and continued to fight for every breath.

1 May 84i BACK WORK HOLS END

10 May 84i CK FOR HOTHOUSE £101.95

The cheque from Generatcident was welcome. | don't think he ever had another greenhouse.
10 May 84-UNCLE WILLIE DIED E.G.H

Willie Gearty died in 1979 and | can find no other Williams in the family tree who may have survived
to 1984. There were of course myriad friends arehfis of family members where Frank might also
have used the term of affection.

14 May 84i FUNERAL THEN SUFFOLK HOTEL 11.30
4 June 84 DR KELLETT EGH CLEAR NOT TO GO BACK

At least some good news that the lung infection that had incapacitated himweaslisow completely
cleared up.

15June 84 ELIZEBTH GOURLEY DIED FUNERAL 11AM

Elizabeth Burns Gourlay was a lestanding friend of the family. Initially a friend to Anne Murphy or

Aunt Nana, she was a schoolteacher who taught 20I8t's Primary Schoavhere most if not all of
generations of Connelly’”s had been educated. K
Gourlay', she was a Kerr through her mothers line and related to the Kerr's at Northfield Drive.

27 June 84 UNION MEETING MRNILSON
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30 June 84 NEW SUIT FROM BETTY
30 June 84 FRANK TO IRELAND

Son Frank was with 42 Commando and was being deployed to the Borders of Northern Ireland for a
four-month tour. Acting this time as the Unit Search Advisor he was to be based at DrubRdd
Barracks in South Armagh. His four months tour would be broken up with ad&uRest and
recuperation, RNR, period at a date to be determined. Frank thought he might visit Jenny who was with
the girls in Plymouth still.

15 July 84i HARRY TO GALA HC&
16 July 84i PLYMOUTH
25 July 84 HOME FROM HOLS

4 Aug 84 WED NORRIES WEDDING CRAIGENTINNY CHURCH

Frank's nephew Norman Andrew Cameron was marrying Fiona Ann McMurchie at Craigentinny church
not far from the Northfield area where his mum, Fraplsnger sister Anne, lived. The wedding would

be a gathering of the clans and was not to be missed. Catching up with friends and family would be a
great day out.

Norman Cameron marries
Fiona Ann McMurchie
August 1984 Private
Collection

4 Aug 841 TOM IN HOSPITAL HEART ATTACK

Frank's brother Tom had thrived since taking over as the Press Officer for the Catholic Church in
Scotland but this meant many long days and late nights. The combination of church duties much have
caused enormous stress levahd so a heart attack was almost inevitable. A hasty visit was arranged to
the hospital in Glasgow where he was being cared for was made.
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12 Aug 84 JENNY & KIDS HERE PICK UP FRUIT MARKET 11PM

A long journey by train with two children, now aged sixdd@hree would not have been fun and arriving

at this time of night meant it was well passed their bed time. The Fruit Market in Edinburgh was now a
former fruit market and had been-developed ten years earlier into what remains in 2022 as the
Fruitmarke gallery and the City Arts Centre. The Arts Centre building originates from 1899 with the
more recently added 1938 building housing the gallery. Like the Binns clock at the West End of Princes
Street, it was a regular meeting place and remains so.

10 Aug84 KOMISCHE BALLET 80 PERSONS

Not usually something Frank would have entertained previously but Betty's influence saw his outlook
broadening, albeit late in life. The 80 persons suggests a very small venue and in 1984 there were few
of these in Edinburgbxcept during the International Festival which took place, and still does, annually

in August. During this time hundreds of temporary venues were opened ranging from established concert
halls to household living rooms where performers from across the ghteeained the masses..

N.B. The date of 10August has superseded thé"i2 his writing suggesting a later catch up.
20Aug 84 EDINBURGH MUNICH 180 PERSONS
22 Aug 84 BERLINER ENSEMBLE 115 PERSONS

Each of these and the following entry are altifed entertainment but the nature of each remains lost
until more research can be conducted

24 Aug 84 INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 112 PERSONS
LOUNGBOROUGH DRAMA CENTRE 30 PERSONS
WALLSEND BOYS CLUB 40 PERSONS
HILDA PARKFOOTBALL CLUB 37 PERSONS

Strangely none of these sound like entertainment types, more like football clubs and a restaurant so
whether this was the name of drama groups, types of entertainment or a note of buses in the car park
remains a mystery.

25 Aug 87 BRENDA & ROBERT WEDDING GALA

Brenda Grierson Toolan was marrying Robert Murray Gibson
26 Aug 84 STUDENTS BACK

22 Aug 84 PAINTED BACKROOM FRONTROOM
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Daughter Margaret was |iving in nurse’s student
bedrooms were occupied. The smaller front room was easily painted with two coats in a day and being
summer and able to leave windows open, Jim would hardly be inconvenienced. As Frank couldn't paint
friend Alec was shipped in for the task.

15 Sep 84 MARIE PHONE IN

A red-letter day for Frank's sistam-law living in Wrexham. Up until now she had occasionally
telephoned [long before the advent of mobile phones] from the red phonebox at the end of the street or
from a friend. Her mother, and my grandmothéargaret Buchanan thought she could do without so

on rare occasions when she was visiting Frank's (she was-&ghtyow), Frank ensured she was able

to phone her remaining daughter for a catch up.

23 Sep 84 BETTY SELF MOAT HOUSE NEWCASTLEi 23"
160ct 841 DAVID INTERVIEW ROSLINLEE HOSP 11AM JOB SECURED

Son David was nearing the end of nursing training and was applying for positions and looks to have
been successful on his first attenfposslynlee Hospital was a mental health facilityniRaslin outside

of Edinburgh and had been opened as the Midlothian and Peebles Asylum in 1874. It joined the National
Health Service as Rosslynlee Mental Hospital in 1948 and became Rosslynlee Hospital in 1960. After
the introduction of Care in the Comnitynin the early 1980s, the hospital went into a period of decline.
Nothing like going in at the deep end. Rosslynlee closed in 2011.

5 Nov 84 MEG ASHLEY AINSLIE HOSP

The Astley Ainslie Hospital is a community hospital in the Grange arBdinburgh and is operated by

NHS Lothian The hospital dates from 1923 when David Ainslie, who had died tvwiereg years

earlier, left money to build a suppadrstitution for the Royal Infirmary that would specialise in
convalescence. It opened with only thifour beds and the grounds were landscaped by Roland Edgar
Cooper, just prior to his becoming Head Curator of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. &tank h
spent time there recuperating after one of his many hospital visits in the sixties and | remember going to
see him sitting in the grounds on a warm day where he showed brother Peter and | the stool he was
making.

Daughter Margaret was pleased to bekiway and earning at last and thought that after the long and
arduous training she would enjoy some time to herself at last. It was just a thought.

28 Nov 84 PRESENTATION DAVE & MEG W.G. HOSP

On completion of their training which had lasedthost four years, the light was at the end of the tunnel.

A presentation to all students was to be held at the Western General Hospital at Crewe Toll in Edinburgh
and whilst there is no mention in Frank's diary of going out for dinner afterwards, I'e celebration

of sorts would have taken place with undoubtedly a glass raised for Jean who would, like Frank, have
been so proud.
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8 Dec 84i INGLISTON MARKET

A stall type open air market had opened the previous year and was housed between the Higlland s
ground and the airport runway. You could buy almost anything from food and household goods to
clothes, records and CD's, phones, furniture, flowers;adbiac and so on. A day out at Ingliston with
perhaps a sausage roll and a coffee in the opevaaia delight to Frank and apart from buying the odd

item for the house, he loved browsing the antiques and collectables, hoping perhaps for a new piece of
brass to add to his collection. The market would last for another-tngyears eventually clogjrown

in 2005 to make way allegedly for the new runway, which in 2022, is still awaited. At its peak there were
over five hundred stalls with many of the owners seeing this as theiinfieljob.

14 Dec 84 FRANK & FAMILY TO GERMANY

Son Frank was toebattached, as the only Royal Marine, to an Army Regiment in Bielefeld, Germany.
Part of the British Army of the Rhine, BAOR, 10 Regiment Royal Corp of Transport needed a training
sergeant to prepare them for their upcoming tour of Northern Ireland amkltrad been selected. This
was a much sought after posting because not only were you allowed your family with you, allowing
much needed home time, but you were an ambassador for your own regiment.

14 Dec 84 OPTICIAN

15 Dec 84 BETTY HAY E.G. HOSP
&

Elizabeth Johns Hay, known as Betty, had bee
friend of Jeans for many years and had married {
Murdock Middleton in 1957. The couple had tv
daughters; Lynne Nancy born in 1959 angbanger
sibling Jeanette Elizabeth. A visit to an old frie
was always welcomed.

Betty Middleton, Nee Hay with Jean
€.1960- Private Collection

17 Dec 84 JIM TO LAGANLEE
Lagganlia Adventure Training Centre provided [and still does] high quality Outdoor Learning courses

and more advanced Adventures and Expeauastiovithin the beautiful Cairngorms National Park. Many
schools have sent groups of urbanised children and young adults to take part in outdoor adventures
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including skiing, canoeing, walking etc. Son Jim, at sixteen was a keen outdoors person anddyas alrea
a member of his local Edinburgh Venture Scouts group. The stay was usually a week long.

19 Dec 84 MARIE STATION 9.30
17 Dec 84 DOCTORS 5.30
18 Dec 84 JOHN PAID BACK £200 BALL N £105

Daughter Margaret recalls that Frank regularly loanedey to friends but kept his diary ‘encoded' lest
prying eyes should see and comment.

25 Dec 84 4.10 AM HARRY TO RIE DIED 10.47PM

Harry and Frank had been 'pals' for over thirty years and had seen good and bad times together. Harry
or 'scattercash'sahe was affectionately known to friends was still young at-fiéty but emphysema
had plagued him for years and eventually cost him his life.

il had been home earlier in the year and was as
road from the Coillesdene flats at Joppa where Betty and Harry lived. | drove dad's car to the front en-
trance and dad took the lift up and brought Harry, complete with oxygen bottle back down. Dad was far
from fit but Harry weighed next to nothing. As it wa$ydhree hundred yards to the pub, we would take
the car but before we got in Harry asked i f the

Frank Connelly 1984

29.12.84 HARRY SEAFIELD 9.30 MANOR HOTEL 10.30

Reari Frank on left, Harry- second fronmight)

Front, left to right- Maggie & Hugh Lovatt,
Betty and jean)

A night out at the Hamilton Lodge 19b5%Frivate
Collection

31.12.84- JEAN & ERIC WEDDING YORKSHIRE
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Chapter Fifteen Weddings

6.1.851 PHONE INTO GRANNYS

At long last Meg Bucham, Frank's mothen-law, was getting a phone installed into her pensioners flat
at 31/4 Magdalene Drive. She had lived in the wee flat without one since 1972 but this would enable her
to phone Frank or Marie whenever she needed messages, a hand withngpargust to chat.

1984 had been a year of change for Frank. He had renovated and painted lots of the house, illness as
usual showed itself although many visits to hospitals were for friends benefits rather than his own, and
his relationship with longime friend Betty was reaching a new level.

The news remained full of headlines relating to
At its peak there had been 150,000 miners striking throughout Britain resulting in an enormouds knock
on dfect to other industries. Separately, outside the Libyan Embassy in London, WPC Yvonne Fletcher
was Killed by a shot fired from the Libyan Embassy and in October the Provisional Irish Republican
Army, PIRA, exploded a bomb in a hotel in Brighton intendiogkill the top tier of the British
Government.

Elsewhere in the world; the Space Shuttle Challenger launched its tenth mission in February and included
astronauts using propulsion jet backpacks for atetivrered spacewalk, a terrible famine was taking
place in Ethiopia which saw 10 million people facing starvation, a shooting at a MacDonalds burger bar
in California ended in a gunman killing twenty people, A Union Carbide Pesticide plant in Bhopal, India
leaked toxic gases killing more than 3,500 loeaid in a bloody climax to two years of fighting, the
Indian Army attacked the besieged Golden Temple at Amritsar, where Sikh separatists were barricaded
in. The resulting artillery barrage and ferocious gun battle caused the deaths of 100 soldiebgl$00 re
and scores of others killed.

At the end of the year China and the United Kingdom agreed the handover of Hong Kong back to China
in 1997 at which time 156 years of British rule would come to an end.

The family status:

Son Frank and family were inegBmany; Peter was planning his autumn wedding to Lindsay Tuffield.
David was doing the same for his nuptials with girlfriend Julie Thain. Margaret was looking at new
houses which she planned to move into with boyfriend John McGlaughlin and James whsstridris

at Secondary School and sitting his Higher exams.

Franks brother James, working in New York, was planning a holiday in Mexico, Leo was still living in
the Liberton area of Edinburgh and working for Radio Rentals, Tom was parish priest ab&t, @adhe

lived quietly in Northfield with husband Robert and Kathleen and husband Roy were doing the same in
London. Youngest brother Brian had returned home from Korea and settled into the daily commute into
London but was looking forward to another pogtabroad.
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Father Bernard, now eightyo, kept well and still got out and about regularly to visit the elderly and
sick of the parish.

6.1.851 COLLEGE OPENS

6.1.851 START WORK

8.1.851 DUNCAN DRUMMOND CREMATED WARRISTON
17.1.851 BL TEST 11HIGH

There's no indication [typical...] of any medical issues raised recently in the diary so a blood pressure
test was out of the ordinary. High blood pressure rarely has noticeable symptoms but untreated can lead
to heart attack or stroke. Normal blopiessure for most adults is defined as a systolic pressure of less
than 120 and diastolic pressure of less than 80 so it looks like Frank's diastolic pressure was high
Elevated blood pressure is defined as a systolic pressure between 120 amith H2%iastolic pressure

of less than 80 andhven the bottm number of blood pressure (diastole) is over 100 mmHg, it may be
called diastolic hypertension, DHT. There is no indication of any treatment prescribed but it's likely to
have included; aofcus m hearthealthy foods, reduced salt intake, less coffee [although | don't remember
him ever drinking coffee and rarely tea...], less sugar and less alcohol but then he rarely drank nowadays.

18.1.851 JACKIE TOOLAN DIED

John Toolan, known as Jackie, aldeother to Harry and Dougie was born ¢.1922 in Edinburgh and
started working on the railways at the age of fifteen. Eventually he became a Locomotive Fireman and
married Ann Ross Brown in December 1945 at St David's Church, Viewforth in Edinburgh gratechi

at some point after this to Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, and worked on the railways. After starting as a
Fireman and passing exams he became an engine driver working on a daily basis as a train driver at the
Bancroft and Rhokana [mining] CorporationSwaziland. He also worked for a short period as a turbine
generator operator but then moved back to the trains as a locomotive driver, his first love.

18.1.851 JAMES DIED IN MEXICO CITY HEART ATTACK

Frank's oldest brother James was fdéight years lol and had been working with British Petroleum, BP,

as an accountant in their New York Office. The news would have been passed to Frank's father Bernard
by James wife Hermione.

21.1.851 JAMES CREMATED IN MEXICO

17.2.851 MEETING COLLEGE 9.30 DAVID NEWOUSE 159/17 BROUGHTON RD

24.2.85 R.B. HOTEL BETTY MEG NEW HOUSE BUXTON [Buckstone] LOAN EAST

15.3.851 UNCLE ALEX DIED HEART ATTACK
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Alexander Connelly was father Bernard's younger brother by five years. At sevgiityre had lived a

full life. Born the same year as the RMS Lusitania set out on her maiden voyage andPBagdiried

the first scout camp, Alexander, Alex, was born BrJ8nuary 1907 along with his twin Sydney, who

only survived his first two years. When married Josephine O'Neill in 1931 he was thirty and worked

as a lamp trimmer, which was known to be someone who maintained oil lamps onboard Bhies.

yet to find any record of him as a merchant seaman. He lived for many years at 8 Brighton QOndscent a

is listed in the valuation records of 1940 as the owner of the property, something he and Josie could not
have afforded on a lampimmers pay. He and Josephine had four children during the years 1935 and
1942; Michael, Elizabeth, Leonard and James.

19.3.851 MARJ & FRANK GLASGOW DINNER

Marjorie Toolan, Betty’'s daughter, and Frank Ca
in Glasgow where Marjorie had made her home.

20.3.851 ALEX FUNERAL 10.50 MANOR 11.30
26.3.851 SIGNED UP NV TOYOTA TRICEL
29.3.851 NEW CAR DELIVERED £5,791 PX £3,291 TERCELL

Frank with one of his Toyotals1985i
Private Collection

30.3.851 HOLIDAY SOUTHPORT BETTY TEST NEW CAR
15.5.851 JOHN TROTTER VALUED HOUSE

14.5.851 MORRISON & MURRAYfi 4]
24.5.851 ON MARKET

20.6.851 14 CALLERS
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Perestroika was a political movement for reformation within the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
during the 1980's widely associated with the Communist Party general secretary Mddbaithev and

his glasnost, meaning "openness”, policy reform. Frank entertained many visitors to the house at Bailie
Path but gave little away in negotiation whilst maintaining his own version of openness. He was in no
hurry and was actually busy planniadnoliday to Europe.

4.7.851 HOLS TO AUSTRIA BETTY SELF GERMANY ITALY ECT

Ten days holiday was just what the doctor ordered and he and Betty headed off to enjegyaanedl|

break touring Europe. Whilst it notes in particular AustG&rmany and Italy the 'etc.' could mean
anything from another small country to half a dozen more. | suspect the holiday was by coach as the
distances covered were large, even for Frank.

15.7.85- HOME

21.7.851 BACK TO WORK

1 Aug 85/ 22 GERMANS TO COIHGE LEAVE 1%

5 Aug 85" MARJORIES BIRTHDAY CRAMMOND BRIG HOTEL DINNER

6 Aug 85 DAVIDS PASSING OUT PARADE

Son David had decided to give up Nursing a year previously and had now completed his first year of
police training at Tulliallan Collegin Fife. Frank attended the pas# parade

Frank and son David at Tulliallan
Police College August 1985
Private Collection
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4 Sept 83 DAVID & JULIE WEDDING ST MARYS AND COMODOR HOTEL

Julie Thain was a nurse when she married Frank'®awid who had just completed his police training

so they both had a career full of shifts ahead of them with each being on duty but not necessarily at the
same time. Ships that pass in the night might be an overused phrase but this young couple@headdt all

of them. There was little difference in age between them and at tfeemiytheir lives stretched ahead

with seemingly endless possibilities. After the service the couple and their families and friends adjourned
to the Commodore Hotel near the fdrese at Silverknowes where they enjoyed music and dancing as
well as food and beverage. Originally known as Broomfield, a house bought by William Wilson writer
to the signet, it became a hotel in the 60's and has since been a Scottish Gas office.tlis 2082 i
Backpackers Inn.

9 Sept 85 COLLEGE SOLICITORS REF MRS MCRAE 3PM
12 Sept 8% 10AM COURT | NDIA BUILDINGS HR MCREA COLLEGE WON

Intriguing but no further information about the event being discussed. The courts in this buitdatg at
time were generally Justice of the Peace, JP, courts and dealt with minor matters such as traffic issues,
fraud etc. Whatever the reason Frank came out on top.

14 Sept 8% NEW PANASONIC VIDEO £400

In 2022 the video player [and tape], although stlevant, has become a thing of the past. Originating

in Japan in 1976 by the JVC company, the VHS or Video Home System machine had to play a recorded
tape for at least two hours and maintain a similar quality to the original transmission. There was
conpetition from a design named Betamax, which was smaller and lighter, but JVC allowed the tape
specification into the public domain so anyone could produce them and thus won the battle for
dominance. A lover of most things technical, Frank delighted irrdewpprogrammes when he was out

and then cataloguing the tapes in red boxes for future reference. The cost of the device, which was about
the size and weight of two boxes of paper, would be about £1000 today.

18 Sept 8% MAY & GEORGE TEA PICK UP ARKET ST 7PM

20 Sept 8% BETTY BIRTHDAY

21 Sept 85 DINNER AT FRED & MORAG PICK UP DAVID JULIE 7.30

Daughter Julie was born the same year her father Fred (Frederick) William Thain and mother Morag
Christina May had married. Fred was a stonemdsotrade and was a lecturer at Edinburgh's Telford
College.

24 Sept 8% VISIT MRS TUFFIELD LINDSAYS MUM PENECUIK [Penicuik]

1 Oct 851 BETTY & SELF BLACKPOOL WEEKEND
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3 Oct 851 MEG PASS OUT PARADE TULLYALLAN [Tulliallan College ]10.30AM

7 Oad 85—-GOLF JIM MCRAE

9 Oct 85- SURVEYOR ONEIL (REF SWANN) £28.000

Never a fan of comma's when a full stop would do, the house at 8 Bailie Path had been valued for a

buyer at twentyeight thousangounds.

Left- Frank and
Daughter Margaret

(Meg)

Righti Frank's son Peter and Lindsz
Tuffield wedding day Private
Collection
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14 Oct 85 LEDBETTER £27.500 CASH OFFER
19 Oct 85" YOUNGSON NO BID

23 Oct 85 BETTY SELF CHURCH FR RAE 6.30

Neither Betty nor Frank were practising@ hol i ¢’ s al t hough Frank stil |
and brother Tom. Frank may have had some pressure from family to marry in the church because at this
stage of his life, even the Christmas midnight mass had become a thing of the past. WdiaR&eat
thought we will never know...

26 Oct 85 PETE & LINDSAYS WEDDING GROSVENOR HOTEL 3.30PM

Son Peter married Lindsay Tuffield in the Grosvenor Hotel, Grosvenor Street in Edinburgh on a cool but
dry autumn Saturday. After the service, the recepivas full of family and the many friends the couple

had and all enjoyed good food and music whilst celebrating the happy event. There were few thoughts
about mortgage interest rates which had just dropped to 12% and as the DJ played Jennifer Rush singing
about 'The Power of Love', Peter was able to give Lindsay his full attention because his team, Heart of
Midlothian, now enjoying their third season in the Scottish Premier League, were not playing that day
and had beaten Arbroathl4the week before.

27 0Oct 851 HOUSE SOLD £28,150

The house at 8 Bailie Path looks the same in 2022 (although it might cost you in the region £90,000+
now) as it did when it was sold. All of Frank and Jean's children had grown up in it but after eighteen
years they had algxcept Jim who was still studying, moved on so it was time for Frank to do the same.
The threebedroom house was empty these days.

4 Nov 85" MRS KEEGAN FUNERAL 10AM ST JOHNS
16 Nov 85 CHURCH INS FR RAE 6.30
23 Nov 85 BETTY & SELF MARRIED SJIOHNS 4.30 LEGION 5.30

So Betty and Frank, who had known each other for over thirty years, married. There are people missing
from the photograph including son Frank, who was working abroad, Marjorie and Maureen and Tom,
Frank’s brother.

St John's Romagatholic Church in Portobello had been used for generations of Connelly baptism,
weddings and funerals but the former were celebrations [although formally funerals nowadays are
known as celebrations of a persons life...] as was Frank and Betty's. ®e&eiicthe attendees walked

or drove the four hundred yards to the Royal British Legion club on Baileyfield Road [retirement flats
in 2022] to continue celebrations with some mueleded sustenance. | imagine the beverage costs
significantly eclipsed the®16/9d it had cost Frank when he married Jean thimgyyears previously.

24 Nov 85 PEEBLES HYDRO HOTEL
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It's not clear whether the newlyweds stayed for a week or just the weekend but as it was only twenty odd
miles away, it was easily drivable in haur and allowed them the break they so richly deserved.

Wedding reception of Frank & BeftyPrivate Collection

Left to Right; Sister Anne, Brother Brian & wife Terrie, Son David & wife Jules, Frank, son Jim, Betty, Nephew Mil
wife Laura, SorPeter & wife Lindsay, John McLaughlin & fiancé, Frank's daughter Margaret, Sisteaw Marie. Front
i Meg Buchanan and Bernard Connéilyrivate Collection
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Chapter Sixteer and More Weddings
1 Dec 85° WARDROBES FITTED £100
Betty's flat at Coillesdene was the scene for refurbishment now. With the Bailie Path house now sold,
Frank and son James would move in as soon as thikddroom flat was ready. The fitted wardrobes in
the main bedroom would take up a whole wall and free up much neededadmarce by free standing
wardrobes etc. Jim was starting an engineering degree course at Leith Nautical College where Frank
worked but would live at Coillesdene for the moment. The £1,100 noted in the diary would be £3,546 in
2022.
4 Dec 85 SHOWERSCREEN FITTED £84.50
25 Dec 85 DINNER & HOME XMAS
6 Jan 86 BEDROOM FURNITURE £486 COMMETT
14 Jan 86 KITCHEN ESTAMATES
18 Feb 86 HALL FURNISHERS TO VIEW KITCHEN
27 Feb 86 KITCHEN REFURBISHED NEW UNITS & TYLES £4000 [£12,896 in]2021

The kitchen in the flat was a small one. Two could sit comfortably, four at a real push, with just one long
work surface with a small L shape at one end. They paid a lot.

27 Feb 86 HOPKINS W/C, SPIN DRYER, DOUBLE OVEN, MICRO, HOB
9 Mar 861 BATH RO TYLED £300 & BATH FRONT
27 Mar 861 DROVE ROUND NORTH SCOTLAND WEEKS HOLS

Frank kept a diary for this and other trips and although the date noted above shows in his diary,
maintained at the time, as being a 'run' down the coast. The trip up nodhyastarted on the 3of

March with the diary entries including mileage, fuel used, stopovers and locations visited summarised
as follows;

n3. 30pm | eave home, arr, Banchory 7pm. Leave 9.
Inverness at 5.15, mileage 162. Leave 10.50,-Bb&arten, Aviemore, Spean Bridge, kgleLochalsh

(7pm). Over to Skye, visits, leave 5.15, 186 miles to Fort William. Stirling, Falkirk, South Queensferry,
home, mileage 866 Friday'Apr i | . 0

There aréoo many places named to note them all but there was never a straight line between any of the
places they stayed so in essence, they meandered, stopping for tea lunch or dinner where they fancied
with not a care i n the wpanyladd.Frarkengoyingéhadrigng.i ng e a

7 April 867 GOLF DUDDINGSTON
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9 April 861 PLUMBER SHOWER

13 April 867 PETE CH STALL AT INGLISTON 11AM

14 April 861 START COLLEGE

17 April 861 HASLETT REPORT TO POLICE MUSS V P/PANS

Goodness only knowshat was going on here. The end piece looks like Musselburgh versus Prestonpans
but what the police report has go to do with anything is anyone's guess although certainly related to his
work at the college.

22 April 861 SWOP WITH ANDY

27 April 861 NINEMILE BURN TO VIEW NEW CAR

28 April 861 DINNER GREENCRAIG DAD KATE ROY

2 May 861 C348TSG NEW CAR BOUGHT NEW CARINA Il TOYOTA £PX 4000 £5.600
2 May 861 WEEKEND LONDON

The car was new to Frank but had been previously owned. The 13,168 mileagie shiggests it was
only a year or so old and was about to be put through its paces...

fi ¥ May 86 Leave homie 013168 miles [odometer] 10.30. Lunch at Penrith, petrol at Watford -Gap
£16.68. Arrived Leatherhead, Black Bull, 9.15pm (445 miles). Brighton

9.50 T 0134765, 10.45 heading for London, 13.15 leave London, petrol at Luton (£11), 19.40 petrol
(Al)- £14. Arrive Carlisle 22.30, stay o/n. Leave Carlisle 11.084196, Gretna, Dumfries & Galloway,
Girvan, Ayr. Home 19.20 mileage 014404.0

Frank and Betty 1985 Private Collection

Good grief. The pair of them zi
zagged across England then did
tour of Dumfries in three days. Frar
did love his driving and Betty mus
have enjoyed the journeys just .
much.
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8.5.45 WAR FINISHED 1PM

Forty-one years previously the war in Europe had come to an end and although Frank had only been
fifteen at the time, it had made a lasting impression on him.

13 May 861 DR COOK E.G.H

16 May 86 SPRING HOLS INVERNESS OBAN SKY WEST COAST

31 May 86/ DINNER MIKE LAURA MORAG FRED MANOR HOTEL

3 June 86 CAR SERVICED £40

5 June 86 CRISSIE IN DECCONNESS HOSP

The Deaconess Hospital at the Pleasance in Edinburgh was an NHS facility but had previously been a
hospital which provided nursing tring to Deaconesses. Deaconesses were partnoftardained
ministry for women in somerotestantOriental OrthodoxandEastern Orthodokhurches to provide
pastoral careespecially for other women, and which may carry a limited liturgical roleels

Chrissie was Betty's sister-law and was her deceased husband Harry's older sister by thirteen years.
9 June 86 BETTY CITY HOSP 1.45 WARD 3

17 June 86 DAD HOLS 12.30 STATION

23 June 86 DENTIST 10AM

24 June 86 DOCTORS 5.15

Unfortunately, the Doctors or 'quack’ as Frank tended to refer to them was still a regular feature in his
life but Frank kept reasonably well albeit surviving on a diet of pills of one sort or another.

28 June 86 BETTY CITY HOSPITAL

2 July 861 WED ANNIV ANNE JOHNY ANTHORN CANADA ANNIVERSARY KINGS MANOR
Research has yet to uncover whose wedding anniversary this is or who Johny Anthorn in Canda was.
9 July 86 DENTIST 8.45 £21

12 July 86 HOLLS FLY RIMINI FROM GLASGOW

26 July 86 HOME HOLS

30 July 86 CRISSIE BISSETT DIED
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Christina Mary Bissett nee Toolan was born in the second year of The Great War in 1915 to Peter Toolan
and Bridget Christie. She had married George Bissett and had two children, Christina and John. When
she diecshe was seventy years old.

4 Aug 86" CHRISSIE BISSETT MORTONHALL CREMATORIUM
6 Aug 86" BACK TO WORK

14 Aug 86 GOLF GEORGE STEWART

17 Aug 86 VISIT AUNT NANA

29 Aug 86 MEG & JOHN WEDDING

Daughter Margaret married John Geoleloughlin. After marrying in East Preston Street Registry
Office, the close family joined others for the wedding breakfast at the Sweethope House Hotel in nearby
Musselburgh before the happy throng, probably minus some of the older generation, moved on to
Cinderella Rockefellas. Cinderella's had originally been Tiffany's disco in St Stephen Street,
Stockbridge but became Cinderella Rockefella until it sadly burned down in 1991.

Mr & Mrs McLoughlini Private Collection

“ Originally we hadplanned to marry in
1985 after we bought our house but when-
caught up with family after Pete & Lindsay'
marriage to announce our intentions to do
the same, David, then my dad, announced
they were marrying in the next couple of
months so we decidedtap our s |

Margaret Connelly 2022

Meg's brother David and wife Jules both worked at Cinderella’'s around that time and made sure there
was champagne on arrival.

5 Sept 86 DOUGIE RUSSELL GIRL WEDDING WOODSIDE HOTEL

13 Sept 86 RAYMOND LAFFERTY WEDDING BRAID HOTEL

©Frank T Connelly 128



Raymond Paul Lafferty was marrying Nicola Gillian Buist. Raymond and Frank's son David had been
friends from school and Raymond was a frequent visitor to Bailie Path, hence the invitation to Frank.

20 Sept 86 BETTY BIRTHDAY (DRESSING GOWN)
26 Sept 86 WEEKEND BANCHORY DAVID BETTY SELF BETTY
2 Oct 861 DAVID PASS OUT TULLYALLAN

After two years training, son David had completed all his police training and would start shifts
imminently.

6 Oct 861 BETTYOFF DRIVE COAST

17 Oct 861 DENTIST 12PM

20 Oct 861 GOLF 8.30 DUDD [Duddingston] BETTY 4PM

22 Oct 86 CAR CRASH DENTIST 8AM CRASH 9.34 DRUMBRAE CAR TRD V4S818R
There is no indication of damage or injury and the letters 'TRD' have no meanoing.k
23 Oct 86 DENTIST 12PM

27 Oct 86 COLLEGE START

31 Oct 86 BETTY MAUREEN 8.35 TRAIN TO LONDON W/END  DENTIST 9AM
1 Nov 861 BETTY GROSVENOR HOTEL 018349494 EXT 1265

2 Nov 86 BETTY WAV STAT 8.30

4 Nov 86 DENTIST 8.45

One visit to tle dentist every six months is usually enough for most people bur Frank had now visited
four time in three weeks. Rather him than me.

6 Nov 86 DAVID PASS OUT 9AM
7 Nov 861 JIM MCRAE GOLF
8 Nov 860 DOUGLAS NANCY PRES/SHOW 2PM

Douglas was ex poleanan and his wife Nancy, real name Agnes McLean or Bowman, was Betty's
cousin. They used to meet weekly at the Mount Royal Hotel in Portobello.

12 Nov 86 DOC 10.20 PETE 10.40

14 Nov 86 JANET RUSSELL POLICE CLUB 7.30
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15 Nov 86 FIRE PLACE JOE MCALPINE 104 BATH ST GLASGOW £361 FIRE £106
16 Nov 86 FRANK HOME

23 Nov 86 WED ANIV DINNER LONGNIDDRIE INN 7.30PM

26 Nov 86 PETE 10AM GOLF

27 Nov 86 COLLECT MARIE 12.45 STATION

30 Nov 86 DAD TO STAT 10.45 HOLLS GRANNY MAREA 4PM

1 Dec 861 FIRE HEARTH 63 X 20 [Inches]

3 Dec 86 PICK UP FIRE GLASGOW 10.30 CLERK BELL

4 Dec 860 MEGS PASS OUT 9AM MARIE TO STATION 6.45AM

So, daughter Margaret had also now completed her police training and would be back out drirthe bea
no time. | wonder if she knew what she had let herself in for.

5 Dec 86 JANITORS NIGHT OUT

8 Dec 86 TICKETS LEGION £5 EACH PICK UP BETTY 4.30

13 Dec 86 BETTY FELL BROKE ARM W.G.H PLASTER ON

17 Dec 86 BETTY CITY HOSPITAL WARDZPM VISIT FIN 7.30

18 Dec 8a VISIT HOSP 6PM 7PM

The break to Betty's arm must have been a lot worse than first thought so an extended stay was necessary
19 Dec 86 COLLEGE HOLLS

22 Dec 86 BRENDA GIBSON (NEE TOOLAN) WARD 12 E.G.H

Brendawas Betty's husband Harry's niece but as Frank and her dad, Dougie, had been friends and the
family all lived around the Galashiels area, a visit might cheer her up.

22 Dec 86 XMAS DINNER MARJORIE & FRANKS TAKE FIRE

The 'take fire' reference is temind him to take their old fire through to Glasgow for daughter Marjorie
and her husband Frank.
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26 Dec 86 LEGION DANCE

27 Dec 86 FAMILY PARTY HOUSE
28 Dec 86 DAY IN HOUSE

29 Dec 86 VISIT GRANNY

1986 had been an epic year for one reasonathan As well as family and friends marriages, the world
seemed to be changing, and not always for the better.

In January the American flagship space programme was dealt a devastating blow when the Space Shuttle
Challenger was destroyed shortly aftdaitnched. Tragically, all of the astronauts on board were killed

in the explosion and the programme was suspended for two years whilst safety was improved.

In April the Soviet Nuclear reactor at Chernobyl exploded causing a massive release of radioactive
material across much of Europe. The power station in Chernobyl, Ukraine (which was still a part of the
Soviet Union at that time) exploded releasing large amounts of radiation and radioactive material was
released into the local environment, effecting tkealth and safety of thousands of people including
plant workers, cleanp workers, and the local population. Hundreds of thousands of people were
displaced by the disaster as the Soviet Union evacuated and closed off the surrounding area within 18
miles ofthe nuclear plant. Parts of Sweden and Finland, were also hit with contaminated dust and air
from Chernobyl as it travelled through the atmosphere.

In the UK, the first case of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), more commonly known as Mad
Cow Diseas, is found during November. The disease, which would go on to infect over 150,000 cows
in Britain, began years earlier in 1984. Symptoms of BSE included a progressive deterioration of
behavior and neurological functions, like an increase in aggressiamamsteady gait, leading to death.
Millions of cattle were culled to stop the epidemic, ending around 1998 in the UK.

A gallon of petrol was £1.79 [the same for a litre in 2022], a bottle of whisky £7.59, 20 cigarettes £1.34,
a Sinclair Spectruth o me computer was £159, a mobile phone
and the average house price was just £48,000

1-1-877 PARTY DAVID & BETTY

Frank did enjoy a party and there was bound to be an opportunity for a sing along so 'April Showers'
was never far away. I'm sure he took time to reflect on the past year or so, because it had been busy;
probably grateful he had a decent job, because unemployment was at nearly 15% of the workforce, he
hadn't attended the Commonwealth Games, held in Edjhidar the second time, and hated the traffic
chaos that ensued but as an Edinburgh man born and bred, it likely brought a smile to his face. And he
remembered with a grin, the skirmishes with students in the college, not a patchiotingpearlier in

the year in prisons throughout the UK wheszens of prisoners escaped, set prisons alight, smashed
windows and dumped burnimgattresses but similar.

Son's Peter and David had married Lindsay and Jules respectively and daughter Margageetiédd
John, plus he had4married and sold the family home. He and Betty had refurbished the flat and covered
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thousands of miles driving the length and breadth of the island and they had also agreed that after the
sale of Bailie Path they would starbkang for a new house together, perhaps in the countryside which

he loved, but he was enjoying life and comfort in the flat so there was no hurry...

2-1-877 PARTY MIKE & LAURA

3-1-8771 JOHN MEG DOWN

4-1-877 GLASGOW MARJORIE & FRANK

5-1-877 START WORK HOLS FIN

Frank looked forward to going to work but the weather of late had been cold and there had already been
a number of snow falls, much of which was still lying about. The drive to work took less than five
minutes but scraping the car wowls and warming the car up took twice as long.

6-1-8717 GOLF DUDD GEORGE STEWART

7-1-871 GALLA & SELKIRK BETTY WARD

8-1-877 HOUSE FORM TO COUNCIL OFFICE BETTY BOOTS

9-1-877 TOM & ALICE DOUGIE & MAY MARY & MARY PARTY

10-1-877 PARTY BOB & OTTIE'S

11-1-877 VISIT MARJORIE & FRANKS NEW HOUSE TAKE HEATERS FROM MO

12-1-877 BETTY HOSPITAL (FIRST SNOW)

Interesting that he mentions the weather, probably for the first time in this diary. I've not looked back
over the whole document butMonder what significance it had. Newspapers at the time repa@tag h

snow falls across Britain leaving houses, towns, roads, railways and motor vehicles stranded.

151-877 GEORGE HIGH BANK BETTY VISIT R.LE 2PM

16-1-877 SHOPING VOUGE FOR WALLNIT

17-1-877 BOUGHT WALL UNIT WALNUT (£1.308 SALE £675)

The Vogue shop in MacDonald Road was a puzzle palace of nooks and crannies with dim lights and a
myriad of sales people hiding in the shadows. Frank loved a bargain and when he bought the walnut
finished wall unit it became his pride and joy. The shop was taken over by the Sterling Group and

eventually demolished and flats built.

19-1-877 BETTY HOSP 11AM VISIT G [George]HIGH CASH £91.42 FROM BANK
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21-1-87-11AM RAMOND RONE ORGAN LESSONBHONE WHEN READY

Frank enjoyed playing the piano and knew it could be better. | don't think he ever had lessons but we
had a piano at Bailie Path for a while and given the chance he would happily play away.

22-1-8771 VISIT TO TORNESS POWEHRATION LUNCH BELLVIEW HOTEL J LAWLESS
23-1-877 TOWN 9AM BETTY CHEQUE TO DIGEST £13.95

25-1-877 DRIVE TO BERWICK ON TWEED THEN KELSO, HAWICK, GALLA TOWN 4.30
27-1-8771 VISIT FRANK AT ARBROATH DAVE MEG MARJORIE HERE FOR A FEW DAYS
29-1-871 LUNCH @ LAURISTON FARM BETT MARJORIE SELF

30-1-877 BETTY CITY 9.30

31-1-877 PARTY HOME DAVIE BETTY BOB & LETTIE & SELF'S

2-2-871 BETTY W/G HOSP 11AM

4-2-877 FRANK MAUREEN & FRANK BIRTHDAY GOLF 12AM PETE JOHN

5-2-871 VISIT AUNT NANA BETTY MEG . SELF

6.2.81 RIL.EBETTY 10AM EAR

5.2.871 VISIT FROM FRANK JENNY & KIDS, DAVID & JIM

8.2.871 WORKING DAD VISIT 1PM

9.2.871 BETTY INTO WARD 3 CITY 2PM EAR CHECK

10.2.871 BETTY EAR OP

11.2.87f BETTY HOME PHONED BOFF & JOAN HAYLING ISLAND

15.2.871 RUN TO NINE MILE BURN PRICED RENAULT 21 £9.450 PX £6000
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Chapter SeventeerCelebrations

16.2.871 BIRTHDAY GOLF JACKET WHISKY £15PLUS

Frank was fiftyseven and enjoying life. Although theneere still niggles with both his and Betty's
health, things were generally OK. The flat had been refurbished and he was enjoying the environment
and his marriage. He and Betty had made lots of trips in the new car and managed, even with his work
hours, tosee more of friends and family than ever. Betty could also drive but around the time they
married and began living in the same house, she had given up her blue hatchback in favour of being
Frank's co navigator although judging by their circuitous routesnvthey travelled, a map [this was

long before SatNav...] was the last thing on either mind. They both enjoyed the journey more than their
arrival anyway.

Frank with sisters Katie and Anne and brother Leo at the CoillesderieMatvate Collection
17.2.87- BORDERS
18.2.871 BUILDING SCREENS FOR DRYING AREA
20.2.871 STORE CLUB 7PM DAVID & BETTY
22.2.871 STIRLING & PERTHSHIRE RUN 168 MILES
25.2.87 HOSPITAL ENT 9.30
27.2.871 MEET GEORGE DENNIS & JIM LEARIES 8PM

Names do pop upccasionally in Frank's diary that have never appeared before and such was the fate of
these two who merited an entry and then disappeared from the face of the earth. George and Jim may
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have been work colleagues or social friends but the names have repmeccup and don't appear in

any college documentation that Frank kept. The fact that it was noted in his diary and includes surnames
suggests it was important but as to why, we will never know.

28.2.871 LUNCH BRITISH LEGION NANCY & DOUGLAS

2 3.871 PAPERS TO PURCHASE HOUSE £6,300 SEE ALAN TROTTER 4PM

The purchase of 3/2 Coillesdene House was another milestone for Frank, and Betty. The flat had been
valued at £21,000 but with the RigiotBuy scheme, the accumulation of rental paymentsaed this
considerably. Betty was about to own her first house with Frank and there was no mortgage. Strictly
cash.

4.3.871 JOHN BROKE LEG IN TWO PLACES IN RIE

5.3.871 BETTY & SELF VISIT FRANK & JENNY HOME 6PM

Sone Frank and family were now living Arbroath where he was serving with Comacchio Group Royal
Marines as a Troop Sergeant. Frank was part of P Company which with O Company and a Headquarters
element, were responsible for the protection of the UK's nuclear weapons andglitsrefinstallabns.

The drive to Arbroath was ninety miles but for Frank & Betty this meant a nice jaunt and probably lunch
out.

8.3.871 RUN WITH DAD BETTY

12.3.871 CAR SERVICED P/BELLO RD £55.99

15.3.871 RUN E/LOTHIAN & BORDERS 79 MILES

17.3.871 DONALDS RARTY 7.30

20.3.87i DUNFRIES MOFFATT TOTAL 168 MILES

21.3.871 JOHN ROBERTSON HOLLS LAKE DISTRICT

25.3.871 MRS MILLER BURIED AT SPOTT 2.30 DAD TOM & SELF ATTEN

Mrs Miller had been Frank and Tom's teacher at Spott Primary School when thiegemadvacuated

during World War Two. Whether Frank or his father had kept in touch is unclear, the fact that they
attended her funeral suggests she made a lasting impression on the boys almost fifty years previously
and would be missed.

26.3.871 ALL WARIENS ON DUTY R/DIGEST PLACES OF THE WORLD £21.95

27.3.871 PLACES OF THE WORLD £21.99 R/DIGEST
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29.3.87- RUN N/BERWICK DINNER BAR ITALIA

30.3.871 BETTY WESTERN

31.3.871 DAD & BETTY TO FRANKS

1 APRIL 871 OPEN DAY

2-4-871 DENTIST

34-871 TERM COMPLEAT (EASTER)

6 4.871 DRIVE TO COTSWOLDS (COLD COMFORT FARM DUNDESWELL)
6.4 871 ANDOVERFORD CHEFELHOLM GLOS

7.4.81 VISIT OXFORD AND BATH

8.4.871 ONE NIGHT BLACKPOOL

9.4.87- HOME

14.4.871 DAN GIBSON FUNERAL

17.4.871 AUNTNANA OUT OF HOSPITAL

18.4.87- SELKIRK

20.4.871 BACK TO WORK TERM STARTS

22.4.87 JIM MCRAE

23.4.87- DENTIST

25.4.871 LOCH LOMOND

26.4.871 DUNS FISHING

30.4.871 FIRST ORGAN LESSON SELF & BETTY 7.30 £3.50 EACH
2 MAY 87 MARJORIE MOVED HOUSE KILBARCHAN TO KELVINSIDE
4.5.871 GARAGE & GRANNY

8.5.871 GARAGE BONNET RESPRAY £50
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11.5.871 OFF SICK COLD BETTY 11AM W.G. HOSPITAL

15.5.871 ORGAN 11AM

17.5.871 GEOFF NEWMAN DIED

18.5.871 DR BRYDEN 9.20

20.5.871 BETTY TO GOSFORD PARK HOTEL NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE

22.5.871 BETTY HOME

25.5.871 DENTIST

28.5.871 VISIT AUNT NANA MEG & DAD CAR IN GARAGE FOR SALE

2.6.871 NEW WIPERS

9 6 87- DENTIST

10 6 871 OPTICIAN 1.30 DR DICKSON 9.20 AEb9.40

11.6.871 JOHN ROBERTSON HOLLS

13.6.871 PARTY KENNY HOUSE 8PM

17.6.871 DR DICKSON 9AM

19.6.871 WED PAUL & CATHERINE MARGARET DRYBURGH WEDDING (MERLIN)

21.6.871 DRIVE SOUTH HOL'S ARR. JEAN & ERIC 22/6/87 WINDSOR 23/6/87

24.6.871 FLIGHT No UH44Z SOUTH HAMPTON TO JERSEY (HELD BACK 2 HOURS)

NB. There is a yellowing AA route map dated Feb 87 that survives from this time that has a route planned
stepby-step from Edinburgh to Southampton. The seven A4 style page document is séreateld a

page as if you can tear the individual pages off which seems a bit pointless but the effect was probably
caused by the type of printer and the associated paper the AA were using at this time. Remember there
were no Sat Nav's in those days. Of coutsere was AA map books but the route finder was a free
service to members along with a key that would open every AA box in Britain. | don't know if this was

a journey not taken or they decided to deviate or not go all the way there.

25.6.871 ISLAND COASTAL TOURS £6.50 EACH, MEALSEG8OTAL £21.10P

26.6.871 SHOPPING ST HELIER. EVENING TOUR PORTELET INN & TARTAN CLOBAL £10
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THIS IS YOUR AA RECOMMENDED ROUTE Fsh 87 Re#:180&6/2491/LUF

FROM ECINBURGH 24 RT
TO E0UTHAMPTON Enclosures
T souneToN AA Route map (partial) Dated Fel

87 1 Edinburgh to Southampton
Private Collection

B CONNELLY

Forward (signposted Lancaster)
143.9 27.0 KILLINGTON LAKE SERVICE AREA
164.7 18.8 Junction 34 (ALS3)

Forward (signposted Preston)

TON SERVICE AREA

wposted Birmingham!

199.0 14.3 CHARNOCK RICHARD SERVICE AREA
219.7 20.7 Thelwall Viaduct
228.0 8.3 KNUTSFORD SERVICE AREA
1 SANDBACH SERVICE AREA
251.8 117 KEELE SERVICE AREA
2

HILTON PARK SERVICE AREA

27.6.871 HIRED CAR (£27 3DAYS) & TOURED UNDERGROUND BUNKER (BOQTAL £35
28.6.871 CARNATION GROWERS. FLOWERS SENT TO GRANN)T@3AL £16)

30.6.871 GLASS CHURCH & SUNBATHED ON ST OUEN'S BAY MEALIN INN TOTAL £10
Betty seems to be writing the diadtyring this trip and monitored their spend closely.

30.6.871 FRANK BOUGHT DUTY FREE, TROUSERS & SHIRT (£41) FOR SELF. NECKLACE £23
FOR METOTAL £70

15T787-FRANK GOT RING (A40) FLEW TO SO6HAMPOTAAIN 14.
£114 AND DROVE ONTO WORTHING FOR DINNER AND /NIGHT STAY.

Frank's friend from Army days lived on Hayling Island and he phoned occasionally and its unlikely to
have passed up a visit to see him when they were so close.

2.7.87- DRIVE ALONG SUSSEX COAST TO FOLKESTONE & DRVIEHEN ON TO EDINBURGH
ARR. HOME 7AM ON FRIDAYRBJULY TOTAL £15

©Frank T Connelly 138



From another small “triop’ di ary we know they
Castle and the Hovercraft Terminal before heading north to London, dodthington then Preston
(where they stopped for petroE14.60) before turning for Edinburgh. WOW, allowing for occasional
rest and meal stops they drove between them about twem&yhours, the majority of which were
overnight, before arriving home aam and about 592 miles in total from Worthing to Edinburgh!

3.7.871 BETTY & SELF MEAL AT CRAMOND BRIG FRIDAY EVENINGTAL £27

James V of Scotland, father bfary, Queen of Scots, had his palace at Linlithgow and would travel through the
Cramond area regularly to get from Linlithgow into Edinbui@rossing the River Aimond at Cramond is the old
Cramond Brig, a bridgthat provided access for traffic across the steep valley, and in 1532 James V was travelli
through the area without his entourage when he was attacked by five robbers as he crossed the bridge.

A local man named Jock Howieson saw the fight and ranlpothe stranger who was outnumbered by his assailan
Having successfully seen off the robbers, Jock Howieson escorted thenharne didn't know to be the kindack
to his home, where he provided a basin of water and a towel for him to clean taadaezover himself.

The king introduced himself to Howieson as a courtier in the palace at Holyrood, serving James V of Scotland,
Howieson that he'd like to reward him for his help and kindness, and invited him to visit Holyrood where he wo
show him around the palace.

Howieson was pleased to accept the man's invitation, and was told that he should make his way to Holyrood t
following weekend, and at the palace gates to ask for him by nhen&oodman of Ballengeich'.

Thefollowing week Jock Howieson travelled to Edinburgh, and presented himself at the palace gates, asking t
by the Goodman of Ballengeich.

Presently the man emerged from the palace and greeted Howieson warmly. They began to tour the palace, an
Howieson was asked if he would like to meet the king himself. He accepted the invitation, and at the doorway i
grand gallery where the king was assembled with his court Howieson was told, "You'll know the king immediat
enter the room, as he wilelthe only person wearing a hat".

As they entered the room, filled with people, Howieson looked around in vain for the king, but all he saw were
courtiers removing their hatgurning to his guide he saw that the Goodman was still wearing his cap. ldowies
reflected, "You said the king would be the only man wearing his hat, and as you and | are the only two people
caps- and as | know thdtam not the king then you must be him".

Howieson removed his cap and knelt at King James's feet. Thasgked Jock if there was anything he wanted, in
recognition and thanks for saving his life at Cramond Brig, and Howieson replied that all he desired was to ow
farm on which he worked as a labourer.

The king duly rewarded Howieson with a gift of theds and occupation of Braehead Farm, on condition that
Howieson and his family always be ready with a basin of water and a cloth for the king to refresh himself anyti
passed through Cramond

Braehead remains in the ownership of the Howieson faamily,in 1822, when George IV visited Scotland on his rg
tour, descendants of the Howieson family attended the king with a basin of water, as James V had requested t
hundred years previously.
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4.7.87 BETTYDAVID & BETTY & SELF DRINKS AT HOMEISITED ALAN TROTTER [Solicitor]
1 HOUR

6.7.871 BETTY STARTS WORK
10.7.871 VISIT TO TRUDI & MARGARET 7.30
13.7.871 DR KELLETT EHG B/TEST XRAY

This was likely the Eastern General Hospital ri&zatfield in Edinburgh [flats in 2022] with the informal
EGH jumbled. It's not the first time Frank jumbled letters around or misspelt relatively simple words
but it's not clear whether this was a problem unresolved through schooling or something else.

14.7.877 E.G.H ECG TEST THEMOGRAPHS

‘Thermography' is a test that uses an infrared camera to detect heat patterns and blood flow in body
tissues. Whether this was Frank's lungs that were becoming a problem again or something else is
unknown. Certainly, th ECG or electrocardiogram test is used to check the heart's rhythm and electrical
activity but there is no mention elsewhere in the diary that he suffered heart prddns. 2022,

Digital infrared thermal imaging (DIT]I) is the type of thermographyshasedo diagnose breast cancer.

DITI reveals temperature differences on the surface of the breasts to diagnose breast cancer

15.7.871 DENTIST 10AM
17.7.871 PICK UP AUNT NANA HELEN & TONY 12 NOON

19.7.87f TOMS SILVER JUBILEE ST JOHNS & MANBRKRTEL

1
|

Brother Leo, son's Frank &
David, Frank , Brothetin-law
Roy, Tom, sister Katie,son Jin
Anne at the righti Jubilee
celebration 19877 Private
Collection
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Twentyfive years since Frank's younger brother Tom had been ordained into the pdestiibtime
for a celebration.

I don't recall, at this stage, where Bernard was, perhaps he took the photograph, or indeed who the two
ladies on the right are, perhaps there was another table nearby and that photograph remains hidden
elsewhere.

21.7.87-BACK TO WORK

22.7.87f MARIE UP PM

23.7.871 GRANNY BIRTHDAY 90 YEARS OLD

At Ninety, Meg Buchanan, although rarely crossing her doorstep, still enjoyed seeing family regularly
and still liked a chat. The cake was large as waanmaunt of birthday cards she received from family
and friends although there were few friends who were still alive. She was frail nowadays with skin like
tissue paper and lived of less than a sparrow would eat but she was still strong mentally ang regularl
spoke her mind.

Meg Buchanan at 90 witt
grand-daughter Margaret
and Greatgrand-daughter

Lisai Private Collection

23.7.871 NEW CONTRACT TO DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
27.7.71 DADS BIRTHDAY

28.7.871 ON [Shift] FOR ANDY

30.7.871 FRANK & JENNY @®EENCRAIG

A hotel and restaurant near Aberlady, East Lothian.
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5.8.871 MEDICAL 2.30 STANDARD LIFE DR SYME 22 ANNANDALE ST

Laterally, Betty had begun working for Standard Life but evidence of her role is still to be uncovered.
The Company was a lsggmutual' insurance company based in Edinburgh but with branches overseas
as well. The medical, at number 22, was likely related to life insurance that, as an employee, Betty would
obtain at a premium rate although what the doctor thought of Frank'si hatlforever remain a
mystery. At that time Standard Life employed about 8,000 people globally and had a large presence in
Canada and India as well as the festy UK Branch offices and almost 5,000 staff employed throughout

the twentysix offices in Edhburgh, including as it turned out at 23 and 52 Annandale Street.

11.8.871 FRANK & JENNY

12.8.871 DENTIST NEW TEETH £46-(

14.8.871 MET BETTY & MOSHE GEORGE HOTEL

14.8.871 NANCY & DOUGLAS CRAMMOND BRIG DINNER £35 DOUGIE PAID
More friends perhaps but not the Dougie Toolan as his wife was May.

15.8.871 CARPET FROM PETE TO ANDY AND MO'S HOUSE

23.8.871 DADS PRESENTATION WITH PAPEL MEDAL 1130 MANOR DRINKS & LUNCH £15

Bernard, Cardinal Gray, son Tom and
grand-daughter Carbat St John's church
Private Collection
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Frank was delighted but probably not surprised his father had received this meritorious award. Bernard
had told family and friends of the ceremony some weeks before and was presented with a papal
decoration foihis more than sixty years of distinguished service to the church bytitoedriend and
Cardinal, Gordon Joseph Gray, an Edinburgh and-Holgss Academy man, like himself, and head of

the Catholic church in Scotlan@he 'Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice' ¢ira For Church and Pope) decoration

is an award of the Roman Catholic Church. It is also known as the "Decoration of Honour" and is
conferred for distinguished service to the church by lay people and clergy. It is the highest medal that
can be awarded the laity by the Pope.

23.8.871 MAGGIE & HUGH TO DOUGIE & MAY GALA 6.30

26.8.87i BETTY HOSPITAL 10.50 PARTY 7.30 TOM ALICE HUGH/M/DAVID

28.8.871 JEAN & ERIC 7.30 CRAMMOND BRIG

29.8.871 MEGS [Daughter Margaret's] AND SHOW 7.45 CHURBALL CLARK ROAD

30.8.87i KAILZIE GDNS SEE ARCHIE HENDERSON

Kailzie Gardens is in the Tweed Valley a mile east of Peebles. It has a superb walled garden with
plantings of many unusual shrubs, laburnum arches, a rose garden ahemet=eous borders. It also
boasts one of the best examples of a Mackenzie & Moncur glasshouses still in existence filled with
fuchsias, pelargoniums and exotics. The walled garden is surrounded by a range of specimen trees
including the oldest larch ingtl5 acres of woodland walks.

31.8.87i BETTY GOLF & GIFFORD STING BY WASP PM HOPETON HOUSE

1.9.871 CONTRACT TO EDUCATION OF EXCEPTION

2.9.871 POLICE GUN CLUB

Another norspecific entry that stirs the imagination. Frank certainly had frientteipolice

7.9.871 E/G/HOSP 10.40 DR MACHENZIE 15.3LBS

Could this be a reference to weight loss? | can think of no other reason why a weight, under a stone,
woul d be entered next to a doctor’s name.

9.9.871 MEG & JOHN HOLS
18.9.87i DADS CONERENCE 3DAY B/POOL TGLASGOW BETTY & SELF
20.9.871 BETTY BIRTHDAY PAINTER @ DADS £60

20.9.871 WATERSIDE RESTURANT 7.30 £31
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22.9.87 E.G.H 9.45 BONE MARROW EXTRACTION DR KAYE

Bone marrow is a spongy substance found in theeehthe bones. hanufactures bone marrow stem

cells and other substances, which in turn produce blood cells. Each type of blood cell made by the bone
marrow has an important job. Red blood cells carry oxygen to tissues in the body. Bone marrow
aspiration [draw in]/extractiorand bone marrow biopsy can show whether your bone marrow is healthy
and making normal amounts of blood cells.

23.9.87 MEG & JOHN HOME FROM HOLS
1.10.871 GRANNY INTO E.G.H WARD 9
6.10.87i AUNT NANA'S EHG MARRORESULT U/S

An 'Unspecified' problem is never a good one and the pain of a bone marrow extraction, not unnoticeable.
But what was the problem? There is no previous indication of Frank being unwell at this point. A bone
marrow exam offers detailed inforti@n about the condition of your bone marrow and blood cells.

Bone marrow aspiration and bone marrow biopsy can show whether your bone marrow is healthy and
making normal amounts of blood cells. Doctors use these procedures to diagnose and monitarcblood a
marrow diseases, including some cancers, as well as fevers of unknown origin. Bone marrow has a fluid
portion and a more solid portion. In bone marrow aspiration, a needle is used to withdraw a sample of
the fluid portion. In bone marrow biopsy, a needt used to withdraw a sample of the solid portion.
Doctors use these procedutesdiagnose and monitor blood and marrow diseases, including some
cancers, as well as fevers of unknown origin. Mayo Clinic

It may have been ordered if a blood test was abnormal or didn't provide enough information about a
suspected problem like; diagnosing a disease or condition involving the bone marrow or blood cells,
determining the stage or pr@gsion of a disease, investigating whether iron levels were adequate,
Anaemia, cancers of the blood or bone marrow or haemochromatosis. With a potential list like this Frank
must have been worried but typically, never said a word.

12.10.87 SIGNED HOUSEDEEDS

Purchase of 3/2 Coillesdene House, Joppa, Portobello, Edinburgh. Although the couple had agreed when
Frank sold Bailie Path that they would buy somewhere new, this transaction showed that they had
decided, for the moment, to stay put.

16.10.87" FISHING DINNER ZOO PARK £10 DOUGLAS RUSSELE BOYS

17.10.87 MARJORIE & MALCOLM D MO'S 3PM

Who is Malcom D?

18.10.87 SWISS BAND IN COLLEGE

19.10.87 BETTY BLACKPOOL & NICKEY VIKING HOTEL 0253 48411
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19.10.87 MARIE UP FROM WALES 12.30 ATON

21.10.871 TOM PAID £32 PAINTER

22.10.871 TOM IN BONSECOURS HOSP MANSION HOUSE RD S/LON OPP HERNIA
23.10.87 BETTY HOME FROM B/POOL

26.10.871 LINDSAY & PETE ANAV

31.10.87 MAY & DOUGIE WON £45000 @ NATIONAL BINGO

Theequivalent in 2022 of around £150,000, this was an amazing win by any standards.
1.11.87i DRIVE TO BORDERS TEA & PEEBLES

2.11.871 ERIC & JEANS MOVE TO SPAIN £100 CAR TAX

4.11.871 CAR_NEW CLUTCH FITTED £160

4.11.871 FIRST BANK ORDER TO HALAKX - £43.12

5.11.87i MRS FLYNN TO FIFE

7-11-8717 JONNY ANTHORN DIED IN CANADA

9.11.87f HOSPITAL MR KELLETT 10.10AM ALL CLEAR

12.12.87 (KINGS THE STEEMIE) GOLF 10AM JIM

‘The Steamie' was a play by Tony Roper about one Hogmany whelmegow women of various
ages gather at the local wasbuse to do their last laundry of the year. Sharing memories, jokes and talk,
usually about their partners, it's sad, nostalgic and funny and received critical acclaim.

15.11.871 GLASGOW CAR SHOWINNER @ MARJORIE'S

19.11.87 DR CHEST COLD AMPACILIN
21.11.877 AUNT NANA NEW ZEALAND DINNER @ LAURA'S

Anne Murphy, Aunt Nana, leaves to visit her two sisters, Helen and Mary, in New Zealand around this
time.

23.11.871 WED ANAV DINNER WITIIANCY DOUGLAS, WATERSIDE £57

26.11.871 FRANK HOME ON LEAVE
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Although son Frank was normally based just an hour away in Arbroath for the past few months, he had
been on operations in Kilkeel, Northern Ireland, only a few hundred yards from the hden &od was

back for a break from the small twelmgan detachment operating shoreside in support of the Royal
Navy on Carlingford Lough.

1.12.871 NEW WIRELESS CASSETT £130

18.12.87i BETTY ON HOLS XMAS GRANNY INTO HOME UNTIL MOWN 21

This was byway of a trial for Meg Buchanan. She was becoming more and more isolated and frail so a
break at a Church of Scotland home, Queens Bay Lodge, which was only a few hundred metres away
on Milton Road, would help ¥balance the books.

19.12.87 DRINKS AT DQ@GLAS & NANCY'S

20.12.87 ON DUTY

21.12.87 HOLLS XMASS

25.12.871 DINNER @ HOME MARJORIE & BETTY

26.12.87 PARTY ROYAL HOTEL 8.30

31.12.87 MEGS PARTY NEW YEAR

At the end of the year, Frank might have reflected on his health, wedltppmess and perhaps all

three. He was not a man to dwell in the past and continued to enjoy both planned and spontaneous events
Some of the eighty’s phenomenon did rub off or
Filofax which he had for a shotime. He disliked the current Prime Minister, Maggie Thatcher, with a

vengeance and blamed her for the recession the country had gone through but contrarily, admired her for
her decision to free the Falkland Islands some five years before. It had hietaresting year.
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Chapter Eighteerl | | s and Wil | s
1-1-887 NEW YEAR PARTY BETTY & DAVY

The parties were no longer as boisterous as in years gone by with just a few neighbours in for a drink
and to reminisce about years gone by. Perhaps a singsibngpwe nibbles. Betty liked a wee brandy

but I'm not at all sure if Frank dran
at all now. There hadeen some
good times though and long me
they continue. They were settled
the flat so thoughts of movin
somewhere else drifted to the back
their minds.
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Coillesdene House, Joppa, where
Frank & Betty lived since October
1987 and Betty had lived previously
with Harry since 1960 Private
Collection
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6-1-88 - CAR CRASH ACCIDENT 11.30 AM MRS WILSON 5 DICK PLACE GRANGE RD. CAR
WRITTEN OFF PC KEVIN HILL P/STATION 6677272

Such an innocuous entry when involved in an accident that totals your car. Must have been more than
just a “bump’ or a shunt for the car to bse eas
seen it. Most likely resulted in injury to Frank and/ or the other party but no description of ambulances
or general hurt.

8-1-881 HIRE CAR EDIN CAR HIRE £210 14 DAYS NISSAN E654HFS
10.1.881 START WORK
11.1.881 DOCTOR CRASH CHECK UP

Thecrash a few days previously must have caused some sort of lasting injury and with his car a write
off, perhaps whiplash or arm/ chest injuries occured?

13.1.881 GRANNY INTO QUEENSBAY NURSING HOME

The Christmas visit had been a success so at ninety MelggBan was moving into the car home full

time. Grandson Kenny helped move a few possessions into the one bedroom that would become Meg's
resting and relaxation space so only a limited amount of furniture could go with her with the remaining
items being sired by Kenny. It was a big step for her but Frank & Betty, along with many other family
members, were quick to visit to help her settle in. The room was a decent size and whilst having a small
view of a part of the garden, which was good, it was not@grbund floor so using a lift was necessary.
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17.1.881 PETE MOVED INTO NEW HOUSE 82 MILTON ROAD EAST 6692606
22.1.881 DOUGIE RUSSELL INTO RIE 23JAN

28.1.88i PAID ALAN TROTTER £306.3P CK [Cheque] MADE OUT WILLS

Extract of the Last Will
and Testament of Frank
ttle the succession to my estate on my death provide Bernard Connelly
Private Collection

At fifty -eight Frank decided that making a will was a sensible thing to do. Betty also made a will and
between them they paid Alan Trotter, the Solicitor.

30.1.881 OFFER FROM INS £200

1.2.881 LETTER FROM ALICE & TOMMY

2 FEB 88 CLAIM TO MRS CROOK NORWICH UNION FOR RENTAL £644
4.2.881 FRANKS BIRTHDAY CARD SENT

Frank maintained a small pocketbook diary where he noted birthdays but one has never turned up
amongst higossessions.

5.2.881 CHANGE OVER HIRE TO BLUEBIRD PAID £105.22P
9.2.88i 11.45 DOCTOR
10.2.881 BETTY TO ENT 10.30

11.2.881 LAWYER SIGNED WILLS RECEIVED £644. RENTAL CASH ALSO CK [Cheque] FOR
£5.200

The £644 was moni easinsurantewnftenhe dad to yent & carmafter hisssmash up and
the £5,200 payment for the written off car itself, for which he had paid just £5,600 eighteen months
previously. Not a bad deal at all; I t 'meneyall wo n d
the time!

13.2.881 JIMS PARTY @ PETE'S
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15.2.881 NEW CAR BOUGHT NEW CARINA Il £8,209 E29 JSF

15.2.881 TAKE RENTAL CAR BACK

16.2.881 RENTAL CLAIM £322 OWN BIRTHDAY

17.2.88i JIMS 21 BIRTHDAY GOLF WITH PETE P/BELLO

20.2.88i PARTY AT DICK & GRETTA'S 7.45

23.2.881 DOUGLAS & NANCY'S 8PM

29.2.88- £322 FROM NORWICH UNION FOR CAR HIRE

4.3.881 DAD HEART ATTACK

At eighty-five Bernard continued to lead a busy life; not only visiting the elderly of the parish but
maintaining his own home, cooking and cleaning for himself and so on. A heart attack was not
unexpected but there were few tell tales signs
4.3.881 VISIT GRANNY

8.3.881 BRIAN LEAVING INDIA

14.3.881 MEG SOLD HOUSE DRIVEROSSACHAS

16.3.881 BETTY NEW TABLETS

21.3.88i DAD DIED 10PM SLEEPING IN CHAIR

Bernard Connelly had lived a full life and outlived Julia, his wife of fiftye years, his two eldest
children, James and Michael and all nine of his siblings. A famén and devout Christian, his love for
his church was only eclipsed by that for his family.

22.3.881 BETTY @ DOCTOR

25.3.881 DAD FUNERAL 10AM ST JOHNS 12AM MILTON HOUSE HOTEL

29.3.88f BETTY DR FORD LEITH HOSPITAL 11AM

30.3.881 BETTY DOCTOR 8.15

3.4.881 MARKET AT DREM

7.4.88i FISHING @ KELSO DOUGLAS PHILIP & STEVE

©Frank T Connelly 149



11.4.881 START WORK

12.4.881 BETTY ALL CLEAR DOCTOR 4.30

13.4.88 DR SELF 9.25

14.4.881 FUNERAL MARY RAMSAY 12 NOON SEAFIELD (AUNT)

Mary Kilpatrick was an aunt of Betty's through her uncle Andrew Litster Ramsay whom she married in
Joppa on 30 December 1936 at St Phillips church. Betty's mother was Janet (Jean) Ramsay and Andrew
was her brother.

15.4.881 AUNT NANA RETURN FROM NEW ZEALAND

Anne Murphy had been away since late November and had been visiting her sisters in New Zealand. A
great lover of chatting and a wee dram it must have been a marvellous trip.

17.4.881 GOLF AT DUDDINGSTON

17.4.881 DISCOVERY SHIP DUNDEE AND JENNYS

At the beginning of the 20th century Antarctica was still an uncharted wilderness. The 1901 British N
Antarctic Expedition was the vision of Sir Clements Markham, President of the Royal Geographical
Markham saw the aims of the expeditionasgul v sci ent i fic. Being the fir
of the objectives. By 1900 he had raised the necessary funds and needed a ship, and a man to lead the
As a major whaling centre Dund erctirg shiph rioqust anoudsto thag
through the Arctic pack ice. I't was this expert
to be constructed specifically fo sci ent i fidersrthers
were some modifications to be made.

Markhamwantedia naval ofycer in the regular | ineé you
He must have i magination and ent hus i Hisseadb ehded vatlad
young naval of ficer he had first encountered twe
personal charge of all preparations for the expedition. fegiyt men started the journey south, each one-h
picked by Scott. Seint i st s apart, the compl ement was a mi X
at sea, Antarctica was eventually sighted on Ja

On November 2nd 1902 Scott, Wilson algiackleton set off to cross the Great Ice Barrier and explore the fi
desert beyond. With them were nineteen dogs Omeby
one the undenourished dogs began to die. The men too were begitmgfer dreadfully. They carried on unt
December 30th, when, at latitude 82° 17’ , they
of scurvy, incapacitated and coughing up blood through his congested throat. Againstposaible odds they
arrived back at Discovery on February 3rd 1903. They had trudged over 950 miles in 93 days, travelling
south than any man before them. By December 1903 there was 20 miles of ice between Discovery and the
but on Februar16th controlled explosions were used to blow Discovery free from her icy prison and the exp
headed for home.

Landfall was made at Spithead on September 10th 1904 to a rapturous reception. By 1979 Discovery
serious state of dilapidatiorubafter a grant from the Maritime Trust, in 1986 a new home was offered by Dy
Heritage Trust and on April 3rd Discovery berthed at Victoria Dock.

www.rrsdiscovery.co.uk
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19.4.881 HADDINGTON CHURCH ST MARYS MET JENNY HARRISON

This is an unusual location for Frank to meet an old friend so perhaps JH was associated with the church
and Frank was meetinghgrur i ng her ‘“wor king’ day?

20.4.881 GOLF PETE PORTOBELLO JAMES INTERVIEW MILTON KEYS [Miltonkeynes]

21.4.881 PUMPTURE IN GEORGE ST PICK UP JIM STATION

23.4.881 DRIVE TO GLASGOW INVERARYOCHGILPHEAD

26.4.881 BETTY DR REID FISHING 10A DOUGLAS NISBETS FARM CAUGHT ONE

28.4.88i FOLDING BED TO MARJORIE GLASGOW MARJORIE OFF WORK

29.4.881 BETTY LEITH HOSP 9.30AM RIE 11AM

2.5.881 SE GEORGE BETTY ENT 11AM

3.5.881 AUNT NANA CHANGE SPIN DRYER FOR W/MACHINE

Thiswasaga sk right wup Frank’s Street. Undoubtedly,
aunt and likely got rid of the old one at the same time. Swopping the machines over before fitting the
new one was something he enjoyed.

6.5.88i FISHING TYNE (1)

7.5.881 FRANK & JENNY KIDS SKEGNESS

8.5.881 MEG & JOHN MOVE HOUSE TO 62 HAINBURN PARK EH10

9.5.881 BETTY BACK TO WORK

12 13.14 FISHING TYNE W/LEITH TWEED (3)

Having checked his diary twice, the date above is, as written. Maytbenatic pilot or the dates over
three days although the next entry suggests a return visit to the Water of Leith.

13.5.881 FISHING W/LEITH & BALERNO (1)
Of course, you have probably realised that the numbers in brackets are the number of fisht hdaaugh
prolific by any means but a certain measure of enjoyment, carried over no doubt from his youth when

he fished at Spott.

14.5.881 FISHING TWEED STANDARD LIFE @ PEEBLES
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Because Betty worked at Standard Life, she, and thus Frank, was afforgetvitege of fishing the

beat of Kingsmeadows House, which the company maintained for the use of staff. The house, stables
and extensive grounds were sold off to a developer after the millennium when they successfully
converted the main house to flats aadtinues to build in the grounds. But no fish catch noted.

Frank after fishing
mishap circa 1980
Private Collection

16.5.881 VISIT AUNT NANA & DAVID REPAIR HOOVER AND GARDEN

By no means was Frank lazy but on these occasional trips to sedl&umttaking along someone for
the drive, in this case David, wasn’t real ly
gardener whilst Frank repaired the hoover.

17.5.88/ VISIT FROM BRIAN TERRY & MR HUGHES

18.5.881 GOLF, PETER FRANK & GBRGE C/TINNY NET 71

19.5.88/ FISHING & GOLF LANGWANG

20.5.88i FISHING TYNE

22.5.881 DINNER @ MINTO HOTEL, BETTY RUN EAST COAST

25.5.881 TYNE W/DOUGLAS (ONE)

27.5.881 GOLF WITH JOHN

28.5.881 BETTY & SELF ASHLEY PARK HOTEL £15BB

A small diary entry noted by Betty for the'28tates; 'Supper at G.Western Hotel [now the Burnett Arms
Hotel, Banchory], Frank spoke to Lord Cowdray of Dunecht whose estate is at Loch Skene, 360 acres'.
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Frank would have loved chewing the fat wstbmeone of title such as this but also been able to hold his
own in conversation, even if he did bluff a bit!

2.6.881 GOLF

2.6.881 FISHING TYNE DOUGLAS STEWART PHILIP (NO CATCH)
4&5™.6.881 MEGS PARA/JUMP DAVID VISIT COLLEGE

8&9.6.881 FISHING TYNE PETES SPINE DISC & NERVE

Sounds painful and as son Peter was on his fee
in constant pain as he continued.

10.6.881 DAVY'S NEW HOUSE £50,00.50 BETTY HOSP

20.6.881 HOLS, BETTY DO 3.30

24.6.881 MARINE HOTEL [Cornwall]

[From Franks short trips notebook] After leaving home at 7.45, Frank and Betty drove to Abington for
breakfast then Stok@n-Trent for newspapers (?!), stopped briefly at Exeter for fuel and arrived, after
driving 600 miles, at 9.15 pm to stay at the Marine Hotel, Newlyn in Cornwall. A long way to go for the
papers...

25.6.881 COTTAGE FROM CHRIS & CATH JOHNSON EAST CLIFF COTTAGE

They had a cottage in the ancient village of Marazion booked for the weited a ceop for supplies

before settling in however, no sooner had they risen the following morning than they were off, driving
around Cornwall to see the sights, enjoying fish suppers, Flambards theme park and various museums.
7.7.88i VISIT AUNT& UNCLE ERNIE WORKINGTON SURREY

Not satisfied with enjoying a week off, they drove on at the end of the week and visited Brighton then
Folkestone, before embarking on a day trip to Boulogne the following Monday. On the Tuesday they set
off for home lde, stopped at Scotch Corner for fuel and arrived back at the flat at 3.30am on the
Wednesday morning. In ten days, they covered 2,751 miles.

Ernie Burrett was married to I|Isabell Ramsay wh
6.7.881 DROVE HOME ARKED 3.30AM 2751 MILES IN 12 DAYS

12.7.881 BETTY DOC (TOM 5PM DINNER)

18.7.88- FISHING

20.7.881 BACK ON DUTY
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22.7.881 DOUGIE & MAY PARTY GALA (NO GO) WORKING

23.7.881 GRANNYS PARTY @ MEGS ALL FAMILY PETE ATTACKED BETTY TO PALMIST
WORKING

A strange mixture of diary entries with almost a passing reference to son Peter being attacked mixed in
with a party and a palmist. Peter, who lived in Milton Road in the Brunstane area of Edinburgh had been
for a night out with [snooker] friendsn this particular Saturday and was making his way back on foot
down Lothian Road with friend Gary when they noticed a gang of lads following them. Peter stopped to
light a cigarette at a bus shelter and Gary walked on but was being harassed so Petkaistih@ugang.

The gang then turneoh Peter who was able to shout to Gary to 'run' before the gang set about him,
causing him a lot of injuries, to his head in particular. After the gang made off, Peter made his way up
Lothian Road intent on going todtRoyal Infirmary some 800 yards away but stopped to phone wife
Lindsay, who was staying with friend Carole. The pair immediately left to pick him up and after being
checked out at Accident & Emergency, he was advised to go home. Although no doctorsifolas
necessary, he was badly beaten and took time off work to recover. Gary did return to the scene with his
father but saw no sign no the gang who were never caught or punished. Peter's brother David visited him
and took photographs but it is not knowmether the pictures were ever used for criminal injuries
compensation although typically, Peter would have just let sleeping dogs lie.

Frank, and children, David,
Frank, Jim, Pete and
Margaret February 1988
Private Collection

24.7.881 GEORGE HIGH HOSPITAL LONGMORE

27.7.881 CAR ALARM FITTED £135
31.7.881 GOLF JOHN FACE CUT BLACKPOOL

Another list of disconnected entries with little rhyme or reason.
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4.8.881 NEW PORTABLE COLOUR TV (COMMET) SERVICE 26 LEWIS

8.8.881 GOLF GGGARBURN

11.8.881 KAGYO SAMYELING TIBETAN CENTRE TEMPLE 2.50PM

Founded in 1967 the Centre is located in a peaceful valley on the banks of the river Esk in Scotland.
Kagyu Samye Ling was the first Tibetan Buddhist Centre to have been establishad/astheonder
what Frank would have made of this?

15.8.881 STAFF RESUME DUTIES

16.8.881 ENROLEMENT NIGHT CLASSES

17.8.881 FISHING LOCHLEVEN 6:30 TO 16:30

19.8.881 JIM COPELAND HOLLS

22.8.88 i GOLF CRAI GENTI NNY

24.8.881 JIM GEORGE SELF ABERDOUR

26.8.881 PETE MAGNUS SELF DUDDINGSTON

7.9.881 DAVID & JULIE AWAY

9.9.887 ROYAL 12 NOON INFIRMARY GASTROINTESTINAL & LIVER DEPT EXT 23 DR
FLEMING

12.9.881 EMMET CASSIDY DIED CITY HOSPITAL FUN/R [FUNERALJH5

14.9.881 ATDOUGLAS & NANCY HOUSE 7:30

15.9.881 BETTY DINNER AT CARLTON HILAND [HIGHLAND] FOR TOM RETIREAL [RETIRAL]
26.9.881 NANCY PICK UP DOUGLAS 1:30 W.G. [WESTERN GENERAL]

28.9.881 COUPON 22.5 POINTS £27.85

Frank had done a ‘“coupxon’i nf otrhey ebaaxs .n eBxyt ptlaa cti me
play to a draw, the weeks coupon and payment was then picked up at the door by a collector and entered

into the draw.

For nearly 100 years, playing the Football Pools has been a tradition for generteonsies. | can
picture Frank waiting for the Saturday teatime scores, clutching his coupon and marking off the score
draws, hoping to win big. 24 points was the big win with effective forecasting of eight out of the ten
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marked on the coupon.

The Football Pools was born (Littlewoods Football Pool as it was originally called) in Liverpool by three
friends who each invested £50 of their own money and printed the very first 4,000 coupons which they
tributed outsi de Man cgnhoans bueitrwadihe iertrepcenearial @dir df orie,rJahh
Moores, which determined the venture’'s evol ve
ever seen. At its height, up to 14 million people played the Pools every week, stakingand&@mmillion.
by the early 50's more than 10, 000 s tPadlsfwergigor e
neers in the technology age, designing and commissioning the first high speed optical scanners for its
ing centres in 1961 and then1966 being one of the first businesses in the UK to install an IBM 360 sys
tem.

12.10.88 PICK UP DOUGLAS 8:30AM HOSPITAL

14.10.88 ROYAL INFIRMARY ULTRASOUND SCANRXY DEPT 10:30 AM

14.10.88 AUNT NANA TO NURSING HOME COLINGTON FRANKKWRUP

Every so often, Anne Murphy would have a short break at a nurses nursing home in Colinton, Edinburgh.
23 Pentland Avenue was designed by Sir Robert Lorimer,-6823d was predominantly asorey,
stepped double-plan house with English Arts ai@fafts features and some traditional Scots detailing.
The house was built for Miss Guthrie Wright, who is believed to have been Lorimer's aunt. Lorimer also
built the 3 neighbouring houses for Miss Guthrie Wright, numbers 21, 40 and 42 Pentland Avenue. In
her will Miss GuthrieWright left this house as a home for the nurses of the Queen's Nursing Institute,
which was founded in 1889, of which Anne Murphy was a long serving member

25:10:881 PAID ABBEY LIFE £350 BY CHEQUE

26.10.88 PETE & LINDSAY ANNAV B%

29.10.88 (BRIANS) MIKE PICK UP 8:30AM TAKE TO DAVIDS

29 & 30/10i J. ROBERTSON MOVED HOUSE 29 & 30 OCTOBER

1.11.88i DOUGIE RUSSELL DIED

5.11.881 DOUGIE CREMATED WARRISTON 11:30AM

10.11.88" DINNER ROYAL MOSS GOLF CLUB 7PM

21.11.88 BETTY HOSP WESTERN

20.1.88i GEORGE HIGH DIED

22.11.88 RIE TESTS ON STOMACH AND LIVER

More and more tests but with limited results, which Frank rarely, if ever, shared with family.
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23.11.88 BETTY HOME HEART TEST ALL CLEAR

28.11.88 INTOWARD 28 LIVER & STOMACH EXAMINATION INDISCOPE
29.11.88 FASTING (DR PIPER MRS) (DR HOWARD)

30.11.88 BEARRIUM MEAL ENDESCOPE 9 30

30.11.88' DISCHARGED 4:30

Frank must have been in constant, or at least regular, pain but makes no mention of theseamykis
diary, preferring to simply note attendance and outline purpose of hospital admissions.

6.12.88i BACK TO WORK CAR SERVICED 2/12/88 £65

On the 2% of December 1988, Pan Am Flight 1@8@s blown up ovekockerbie, Scotland, killing aotal of
270 people.

Shortly after 19:00 on that day, while the aircraft was in flight over the Scottish tolockérbie, it was
destroyed by a bomb that had been planted on board, killing all 243 passengers and 16 crew in wha|
known as thd_ockerbie bombing. Large sections of the aircraft crashed in a residential street in Locke
killing 11 residents. With a total of 270 fatalities, it is the deadtesbrist attack in the history of the Unite
Kingdom, as well as its deadliest aviatidisaster. Liby# suspected of involvement

24/12/88i NEW WORK BENCH
24/12/88i NEW GOLF TROLLEY AND BAG
9/1/891 MAGIE LOVATT DIED IN CANADA

10/1/897 RESULTS FROM RIE HAVE DIVERTICULITUS V/VNS GULET & BOWEL

Diverticulardisease is a diagnogis/en in people who have symptoms and is extremely common. Between
1in 3, increasing to 1 in 2 people will be affected during their lifetime.

1 Diverticulum: A diverticulum is a small pouch about 1cm in size which sticks out frorwaheof
the large bowel.

1 Diverticulitis: Diverticulitis means the condition that occurs when a single diverticulum or several
diverticula become inflamed or infected.

T itis still uncertain what causes diverticula to develop.
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Research indicates that the VNS’ stands for *V
might reduce pain and discomfort. It is also believed that Diverticulitis can be hereditary so Frank may
have picked this up tbhugh his mother or father.

13/1/89-BETTY RETIRES 9.3HAIR 11AM OFFICE DRINKS LUNCH

15/1/891 FRANK MOVED TO BENEDICT RD 72 SAME PHONE NUMBER

24/1/891 PETE MADE MEMBER OF BRITISH LEGION 7.30

Because Peter was notexmilitary man he needed to be proposed and seconded by existing members
of the c¢club, which in Peter’s case was not a pt

6/28PBETTY6 S ALL CLEAR FROM DR REI D

10/2/891 PAID £176 & £7 TO COMMERCIAL USN

14/2/891 R.I.E ENDESCOPE NO MORE TREATMENT POSSIBLE

Writing that ‘no more treatment possible’ about
makes a simple diary entry thus signifying that a part of his body has failed to repespond to
treatment. It is not possible to identify what illness or damage the entry is referring to nor what the
prognosi s was but it says a | ot about the <cali
between this and the following entry.

15/2/897 JOHNS BIRTHDAY

17/2/897 STEVE LEAVES COLLEGE NIGHT OUT JIMS BIRTHDAY

16.2.891 BIRTHDAY DINNER AT ABOTSFORD RES/T ROSE ST

18.2.891 TOM IN ROME
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23.2.891 ALL WARDENS MEETING WITH STEVENSON COLLEGE

28.2.891 LETTER TO HOUSING DEPT REFARETAKER HOLLS FROM COLLEGE

13.3.891 ANNUAL FISHING MEETING ANGLERS CLUB 29 DUNDAS ST

17.3.891 COLLEGE RESESS [recess]

18.3.891 DONALDS PARTY

21.3.891 DADS ANAV 1 YEAR START WORK

25.3.891 DR CAMERON CALLED IN 4.30 5AM WARD 3 RIE

Six weeks after writing that no more treatment was possible, Frank returns to hospital for more tests.
Again, there is no information that tells us whether this was the same complaint referred to in his
Valentines day diary entry or if this is a totally sepacat@aplaint. His body was letting him down badly.
26.3.891 TRAWARD 29 DR FINLAYSON & SURGEON

27.3.891 X RAY INDISCOPE

29.3.891 BEIRIUM MEAL & XRAY

30.3.891 DR FINLAYSON & DR McLEAN NO RESULTS YET

31.3.891 DISCHARGED RIE

4.4.81 BETTY & NANQ@ ROYAL SCOTT HOTEL LONDON CANCELLED

11.4.891 BOUGH [bought] BOSH DRILL AND LIGHTSHADE B/Q

21.4.891 CAR VALLET 7AM £28

24.4.891 HOSP RIE 8AM
25.4.891 SEEN DR FINLAYSON INDISCOPE 11AM

27.4.891 DISCHARGE RIE

28.4.891 FELL ON PATH BRUISED RIBS

29.4.89i VISIT KATE & ROY OWNS [Owen]WEDDING SWINDON
5

5.5.891 FISHING ON TWEED
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6.5.891 DRIN HEAVY CHEST COLD HOLIDAY TUMBLE [Tummel] BRIDGE CANCELLED
16.5.891 VISIT DAVE MILROY, JACKIE & MAY FISHING GALA WATER
17.5.891 STANDARD DINNER CALEY HOTEL 12.30 FISHING 7.30

The dinner referred to would have been Betty’ .
allowed to invite existing or previous members to help the celebrations along.

25.5.891 DR SIGNED OFF

29.5.891 FISHING KELSO & PETE PULL LIGHSWITCH BATHROOM £4.25
30.5.891 CH WITH DR CUMMINS

31.5.891 START WORK 4.30

7.6.891 FISHING HARLAW & THIRIEMUIR [Threipmuir Reservoir]

9.6.891 PETES HOLLS MENORCA

12.6.891 HOSPITAL RIE 9AM WARD 29

13.6.891 FROZE TWO VANES |[veins]

14.6.891 DISCHARGED RIE

17.6.891 BOBS RETIREAL PARTY

19.6.891 CLIFTON HOTEL SCARBOROUGH £133.70 P £17

20.6.89 A A
21.6.891 PENBFROKE HOTEL BLACKPOOL £264

22.6.891 WINTER GARDEN B/POOL SHOW CATS £20 P £18

23.6.891 HOME 3PM TOTAL CASH £597.30
26.6.891 PHONE HUGH 6660014

27.6.891 GEORGE PETE SELF GOGAR GOLF CLBRINED OFF 7THHOLE

30.6.891 PICK UP AUNT NANA FOR COLLINGTON GRETA DOWN
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17 891 MO MOVED HOUSE

2.7.891 BORDERS LIBRAL CLUB MAY DOUGIE & FAMILY

3.7.891 LEGION HUGH F B & SELF

4.7.891 START WORK

7.7.891 FISHING COBINSHAWSTEWART & PETE £8 PER HEAD

9.7.891 18 ITALIANS HOME

10.7.891 DINNER AT RIVERSIDE HADDINGTON MARG BETTY SELF

11.7.89F PETE JOHN SELF TO VOGRIE GOLF

14.7.891 DOUGIE TO CANADA

17.7.891 KATE ROY TO ICELAND

17.7.891 BETTY TO LONDONNICKIE & NANCY BARBICAN HOTEL

21.7.891 BETTY HOME

30.7.891 TOM INTO ROSSHALL HOSPITAL FOR BYPASS

The pressures from coordinating the church in
relationships with other journalistsaad t endi ng to his own flock at S
so it’s no wonder at some point it would make

Coronary artery bypass graft surgery usually lasts 3 to 6 hours. But it may take longer depending on how
many blood vessels are beirttpahed. Blood vessels can be taken from the leg (saphenous vein), inside
the chest (internal mammary artery), or the arm (radial artery). Other blood vessels in these areas are
able to compensate for the loss of these blood vessels after the operation.

One of the graft vessels is usually taken from the chest (internal mammary artery). Once all the graft
vessels have been removed, the surgeon will make a cut down the middle of the chest so they can divide
the breastbone (sternum) and access the heart.

During the procedure blood may be rerouted to a Heag bypass machine. This takes over from the
heart and lungs, pumping blood and oxygen through the body. The heart will be temporarily stopped
using medicine while the surgeon attaches the new gratisdd the blood supply around the blocked
artery. Afterwards, the breastbone will be fixed together using permanent metal wires and the skin on
the chest sewn up using dissolvable stitches.

Tom was going to need some recovery time and would be scaenfioite.
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31.7.891 TOM HAD OP CAME THROUGH GOQOD

Tom (right) with Cardinal
Gordon Joseph Gray,
Archbishop of St Andrews and
Edinburghi Private Collection

2 AUG 891 BETTY HALF DAY TOUR GLAMIS CASTLE

3 AUG 891 BOUGH NEW CAR CROLL£0.148. PX £6800 BALL £2.348

~

n

- ALARM OUT OLD IN NEW CAR £69.00

6 AUG 89i VISIT TOM

9

10

11

15

16

17

22

25

26

29

31

i HIOM BLGO® TRANSFUSION

inTOM 8MUCH BETTER

NMHOLIBAYS 3 WEEKS

TATON IOME FROM HOSPITAL
i1 FISABIRG LOCH LEVEN 6PM TO 11PM
T KATE & ROY HERE
T GABAGE FIRST SERVICE
T CABOL & BOYFRIEND HERE MEET GREYFRIERS BAR
i1 PETEsHHOME FROM AMERICA
T PETE® SELF TOUR HIGHLANDS JOHN O GROATS OBAN MUDNA

T HOMBTHROUGH STIRLING 886 MILES
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Another epic drive for Frank and friend Pete McGregor.

4 SEPT 89 MARIE FOR TEA SEE GRANNY STAYING 20 JOHN KERR COURT

5 i START WCRHE
8 il PARTY @LEGION PETE & 14 YEAR ONIFIELD BOYS
9 il RUN STIBLING & BETTY MEGS HOUSE UP FOR SALE

11 SEPT 89 RIE WARD 28 TRA/TO WARD 7
12 T OPP FREEZE VANES DISCHARGE 8PM

More veins frozen but its not clear if these were the same ones frozen just weeks previoesily
identified ones.

14 i BRIAN TEBRY HERE TO VISIT

15 i MR MONSYOLL FUNERAL PORTOBELLO G/YARD 11.45

15 SEPT 89 BETTY TO MANCHESTER PICKADILLY HOTEL

20 SEPT 89 BETTYS BIRTHDAY NECKLACE & HARVESTER HOTEL

26 AT LINDSAYSBBIRTHDAY 8% % PAYRISE SHELVES MO & NICKY

Although inflation was running at just above 5%, this was a substantial pay rise and would put more
petrol/ car money in Frank’s pocket.

19 it PETES CARPET

1STOCTOBER 89 BETTY ATTARROT CLASS FRANK & JENNY & KIDS HERE
26 OCT 89 PETE & LINDSAYS 4 ANAV

3 NOV 89 WALTON FISHING DINNER ZOO PARK £13.0.0

6 NOV 89 BETTY TO PARIS 5 DAYS

21 NOV 89 EILEEN CONNELLY FUNERAL 23/11/89 2PM

Eileen McRae Connelly, Ndeamb, was born in 1940 to Charles Balhary Lamb and Helen Pennycook
and had married Franks brother Leo in 1960. Soon after giving birth to four children the couple separated,
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due in part at least, to Eileen dependency on alcohol. When she died aged 4% stid Wing in
Edinburgh but it is not known whether the couple still had any contact.

21 NOV 89 UNCLE ANDREW [LITSTER] RAMSAY FUNERAL2411.30
22 NOV 89 ANAV DINNER HARP HOTEL 8PM FOR 23/

24 NOV 89 MEG MOVEING HOUSHO MUSSELBURGH

26 NOV 891 FRANK & JENNY ANAV

1 DEC 891 MEG MOVED TO 51 STONEYBANK GDNS

4 DEC 891 MEG AND GALE HOLIDAY TO TUNISIA

5 DEC 89 JIM INTERVIEW BEDFORD

15 DEC 89 STAFF DANCE KINGSMANOR

16 DEC 89 MARGARET FLYNN AT HOME FUNERALS2MORTONHALL

Margaret Flynn |ived with her husband and son
Bailie Path. The Flynn’s had |ived in the same
time when Frank and his family moved to #rea in May of 1967. Keith had gone to the same secondary
school as son Frank and Margaret worked with Jean in the Milton Road Post Office on the dawn
newspaper shift.

17 DEC 89 REGCURZON AT HOME FUNERAL 20SEAFIELD
19 DEC 89 LAST DAY ATCOLLEGE
20 DEC 89 HOLLS XMASS

25DEC83% XMAS PARTY ME G, MO, MADGE, FRANK, JENNY

As 1989 came to a close, Frank might have considered some of the family events that had occurred
during the year which, although dominated by hasgittendance for himself and Betty, also included
weddings and fishing, both of which he loved. Global news from the year included;

George H Bush becoming the’Rresident of the United StatdsetlastSoviet Unionarmoured column
left Kabul, ending nine years of military occupation sid@¥9, AyatollahKhomeini Supreme Leader
of Iran, issuing datwacalling for the death of Indiaborn British authoSalman Rushdiand his pub-
lishers for issuing the novéhe Satanic Vers€4988), The first of 24Global Positioning System
(GPS)satellitess placed into orbitTwelve European Communitgations agree to ban the production
of all chlorofluorocarbon$CFCs) by the end of the centuryjm BernersLeeproduces the proposal
document that will Bcome the blueprint for th&orld Wide Web,In Alaskds Prince William Sound
the Exxon Valdespills 240,000 barrels @il after running agroundylargaret Thatché& newlocal gov-
ernmentax (thepoll tax) is introduced irScotland.
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TheHillsborough digster claims the lives of 94iverpool F.C.supporters in Sheffieldotorolaintro-

duces thaMicroTAC personal cell phone, the world's smallest mobile phef& brick), In what is
known as th&iananmen Square Massadmeopsarmed withassault riflesand accompanied

by tanksfired at demonstrators and those trying to block the military's advance into Tiananmen Square.
The protests were forcibly suppressed when the government dedareéal lawand sent th€eople's
Liberation Armyto occupy pets of central Beijing. Estimates of the death toll vary from several hundred
to several thousand, with thousands more wounded, British police arrest 260 people celebsaimg the
mer solsticeat Stonehenge, F. W. de Klerk sworn in as the seventh andtl&tate President of South
Africa. The Guildford Fourare freed after fourteen years' imprisonment in Britain.

Thefall of the Berlin Wallon 9 November1989, was a pivotal event in world history which marked the
destruction of thderlin Wall and the fgurativelron Curtainand one of the series of events that started
thefall of communismn Eastern and Central Eurgm®ncluding a Zlay meeting off the coast Malta,

U.S. PresidenGeorge H. W. Bushnd Soviet leaddvlikhail Gorbachewvelease statemé&nindicating
that theCold Warbetween their nations may be coming to an end.
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Chapter Nineteen The Nineties
6 JAN 90 MEGS PARTY
9 11 9017 START WORK COURT & BETTY
13.1.901 DONALDS PARTY
11/1/90i NAP DIED CITY HOSP
18/1/90i NAPFUNERAL
19/1/91 BETTY AND GRETA TO RAVELSTON DINNER
27/1/901 PARTY BETTY, DAVID GRETA & DICK & NANCY
30/1/90i1 PHONED PAUL & KATIE
1 FEB 90i PHON TOM GILKRIST WAR PENSION B/LEGION
3 INDONALD & DOROTHY IN FOR DRINKS
15 i JESYMEARNESS DIED CREMATED 11.30
16 FEB 90/ BIRTHDAY DINNER @ PIRRIES COATS GARDENS (FAMILY)
21.2.90i COLLECT TV CABNET BALL £150 PAID
23.2.90i METRO NEWCASTLE 2 HERESITIES STATUES APR £99.85 FOR £29.95
28.2.90i CANCELL READERS DIGEST
6 MARCH 90i MEETING TOWERBANK REF PUMPING STATION (PROM) 7.30
7 T DENTAL HOSPITALS T1AM
10 MAR 90 STEWART & JACKELINE WEDDING GALA ST NINIANS CHURCH
12 TANARD 28 RIHE 11AM
13 A 7 ORERATION 9.30

14 i i DISCHARGED 9.30
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Hospital appointments and attendances had become so commonplace for Frank, the entries were now
being restricted to the point of uselessness. Three days in hospital for anyone, at any age, was not
something you kept quiet but Frank did.

20 A 1 BETTY @& NANCY METRO HOTEL EDGEWARE RD LONDON

NI.35 D. CROUCH NI 41 P. CARTER NI.38 C RENDAL NI 39 B STUAR
+ NI 42 SHANE STEDMAN SACKEBLUS OTHER STUDENTS INVOLVED

21 i RIOT I8 REFECTORY 5.50 5 STUDENTS INVOLVED }
23 MAR 90" BETTY & NANCY HOME

25 N7 MOMHEBR® DAY DINNER AT FARRIERS FARM TRANENT

27 it FISHING

28 it GOLFING GEORGE PORTOBELLO

31 MAR 90 WEEKEND NORTH LOOK AT RAF TARLAND HOUSE

Sir Alexander MacRobert purchased the Burnside Estate (how known as Douneside House) as a holiday
for his family in 1888. During the early 1900s, the MacRobert family added extra rooms and a tower, tran
ing the property into the spectacular countrysemand gardens which are to be admired today.

Sir Alexander and Lady MacRobert had three sons, all of whom died under tragic circumstances. The el
Alasdair, was killed in prevar times during an aviation accident in Luton. His younger brothas bath com-
missioned in the Royal Air Force, Sir Roderic as a pilot and Sir lan as a pilot officer. Both of them were k
within six weeks of each other during the Second World War. The MacRobert family were well known log
as significant philanthraps t s, whi ch i s why, foll owing her so
charitable trust in their honour.

[https://dounesidehouse.co.uk/about/history

BOOKED IN TO GLENLUI HOTEL BALLATER £40 + £30
1/ APRIL 90/ HOME
2-4-907 JIM STARTS AT M.O.D. BEDFORD
4.4.901 DENTAL CLINIC CLEAR
10.4.90i PICKED UP MARIE @ POLWARTH GRANNY FOR TEA

12.4.90if HOLLS £248 ARRAN, OBAN MULL, IONA, TOBERMORY, FINORT
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I ‘L‘ Stick it- added to the

diary after a tripi
Private Collection

B it o s e
AT

Vil i
F2MO ~SO
LTI ="

2 5. 901 BACK TO WORK

7.5.901 PICK UP BOB DENHOLM & GEORGE BORDERS

15 5.90if BOUGHT FISHING TACKLE FROM JUNE BREMNER £10
18.5.90i MEETING AT COLLEGE 8.30AM JIM NIMMO & J.R.

21.5.901 J.R. ON HOLLS LETTER TO WAGEEPT MRS DRUMMOND
22.5.901 REPORTS TO JIM NIMMO JAMES EXAMS ALL PASS
23.5.90i B [£]598.65P 6 VENETIAN BLINDS £167.0.0 FITTED
24.5.90i JAMES & GALE VISIT ALSO KATIES ROY GOING HOME TUE 29
29.5.901 J.R. RETURNS TO WORK

5.6.901 FINISH WORK HOLS

11.6.90i FLY FROM GLASGOW TO PULA YUGOSLAVIA £574.0
12.6.90i BUS TO PULA AND SAIL TO LINFIJORD

13 6 900 WALK INTO TOWN ROVINJ

14 6 90 PULA

15 6 90/ DRIVE TO POREC

16 6 90 TOWN
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17 6 90/ TOWN & 18"

19.6.90i TRIP TO LIPICA HORCES AND POSTOJNSKA JAMA CAVES

Betty and Frank in
holiday emergency style
T Private Collection

20.6.901 ROVINJ FOR DAY

21.6.901 TOUR TO LAKE BLED

22.6.901 HOTEL & SEA

23.6.901 FASHION SHOW IN HOTEL

25.6.900 HOME9.10AM PLANE TO GLASGOW ARR 11AM

4 JULY 90/ START WORK W/SCREEN WIPERS 69 ITALIANS IN 1.30AM
9 TFCHIRORDIST 10AM

11 JULY 90 CAR SERVICE £84

13 fi- DOCTOR 9.4

15 JULY 90 DINNER @ MIKE LAURA TED LIZ KENNY & TRAC2PM
16 JULY 90° FUNERAL JEAN JOLLY DIED 13/11/90

23 JULY -HARRY HOLLS 24/7/90 GLASS WORKS 3PM
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25.JULY.90 JIM HOME TICKET £48 FUNERAL OF CAMBIE FAMILY

29 JULY 90 JIM BACK TO BEDFORD £50

30 -BETTY & GRETA S/LIFDAVY W FIRE GEORGE TO NANCY RUSSELL GARDEN
31 JULY 90" AUNT HELEN VISIT 11AM

AUG

4 8. 90 MARGORYO0S PARTY ARGYLE ARCADE 8PM
5.8.901 JIM HOME

6 8.901 ANDY HOLLS

7.8.901 DAVID & JIM TO GREECE HOLLS

18.8.90i BOMB SCARECOLLEGE 1.52AM CLEAR 2.30

20.8.90i HOSPITAL WARD 792 DAYS OP DR PATAL

The detail above was highlighted by underlining in the original diary but although the significance of
the event has been lost to us, it obviously made a ignea¢ssion on Frank.

22.8.901 JIM DAVID HOME GLASGOW 04.25

25.8.90i RODDY NELSON MARRIED @ HULL AUNT HELEN NANA & TOM REP FAMILY
27.8.901 ANDY BACK FROM HOLLS

2.9.901 STUDENTS BACK

3.9.90i CAMERA REPAIR £24.15

19.9.90i MEG HOME FROM HOLLS

22.9.90i MIKES 40" BIRTHDAY

24.9.90i HOSPITAL WARD 29 VANE IN FRONT OF BRAIN (BURST) TU BHUDENTS
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Great cerebral vein of Galen

Superior sagittal sinus

Straight (inferior sagittal) sinus

Internal jugular veins

The closest | have been able to research
connections betweel
“burst’ and “TU (or
definition for cerebral venous sinus
thrombosis oCVST which occurs when a
bl ood cl ot forms i1
sinuses, which are at the front of the brait
This prevents blood from draining out of
the brain. As a result, blood cells may bre
andleak blood into the brain tissues,
forming a hemorrhage. The event can als
cause a stroke but there is no evidence o
that.

1-10-907 HOME 5PM OFF WORK FOUR WEEKS MINIMUM

This event was significant but there are no references to treatment.

2.10.90i IN OFFICE WITH LINE J.R. ON HOLLS

4 10 90/ NEW CAR INSURANCE COMP £150.99

5.10.901 LUNCH WITH DAVE, MEG & JIM

10.10.90i ABBY LIFE PAID £350 B/ROOM HEATER REPAIRED THERMO £35.30
12.10 - NEW ELECTRIC BLANKET £29.50 DRIVE GULLANE

15.10.901 AT STOWE

16.10.90/ DUNFERMLINE & FIFE LETTER FROM HELEN

18.10.90/ AT CHIROPODIST

20.10.90i DAVIDS PARTY & JOANS BOB/DAY PARTY HAYLING ISLAND
21.10.90° FRANK & JENNY & KIDS VISIT

21.10.90° AUNT MARY COLLINS (BOWMAN) DIED

22.10.90° REFUND £48.97 CAR INS
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25.10.90° AUNT MARY FUNERAL WARISTON

26.10.90° AUNT NANA DIED NINEWELLS HOSP

Confusion reigned when Anne Murphy died when son Frank attempted to register the death only to find
there appeared to be no record of hahb The funeral was not due for a few days and the staff at the
Dundee Registrars office continued to dig for the correct detail that would enable a death certificate to
be drafted. Eventually her birth date was identified and was found to be day$ramaye day she
celebrated on, changed no doubt because of the proximity to a saints day, which coming from a good
catholic family, she would have celebrated.

Anne Murphy with one of her
numerous pets Private Collection

29.10.90' DR CUMMINS 1®AM LINE
30.10.90° AUNT NANA FUNERAL 10AM BLAIRGOWRIE

Whilst the death certificate had yet to be issued, the funeral did go ahead with her nephew Tom
officiating.

3.11.90i GRETA & DICK PARTY

4 11 90/ CHRISTENING AT NORRIE & SHONA HOUSE

5.11.90i BLAIRGOWRIE EMPTY HOUSE

6.11.90- i A A A
The small pensioners house at 3 Grant Road, Blairgowrie, had cupboards full of trinkets, embroidered
linens and still wrapped Christmas and birthday gifisiny items were taken to local charity shops with

Frank’s son David, taking her cat home with hi.:i

9 NOV 90/ BANK GEORGE ST (GEORGE MARTIN SISTER 10AM MORTON HALL

©Frank T Connelly 172



12 11 90" VISIT TOM DIXON WARD 7 R.ILE

22.11.90°' THATCHER VOTEDUT

23 11.90° ANNIVERSARY DINNER SHEEPSHEED

24.11.900 SANDRAGS CHI LD A10

26.11.90°' DR BRYDEN 9.40

28.11.90¢ 31 STAMPS £6.12 OVERSEAS MAIL

DEC 90

3.12.901 STAMPS £4.90 & £1.65

6 12.900 JOAN 7PM

8 12.90f JOANS BUS 10AM WEATHER SNOW AND RAIN GALES

31.12.90- £522.97
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Chapter Twentrand Mor e Hospitals..
2-1-917 SHOES £50
4.1.911 MEGS BIRTHDAY TRAY & HANDKIES BOUGHT SLIPPERS SOCKS £10.50
10.1.927 HANG PICS FOR MEG 9/1/91 CH TO DIGEST £21.95

14.1.911 BACK TO WORK

16.1.911 WAR IRAR & BAGDAD 11.57 FIRST BOMBS

21.1.911 REMOVE BLINDS

23.1.911 WINDOWS FITTED

24.191- i PAID £2.6B2WBRREEHIOD LESS £3.50

25.1.911 VARNISHED AND FINISHED

2.2.911 SANDRA AND DAVID BENSON MARRIED 10.45 NEWINGTON REDG
42.9171 MAUREEN & FRANKS BIRTHDAY

7.2.911 BRIAN AWAY TO ASCENSION ISLANDS

11.2.977 UNION MEETING CANCELLED JIM WALLER HEART ATTACK
12.2.911 CAR IN FOR SERVICE AM

13.2.911 UNION MEETING MR SEAWARD 4PM COLLEGE

15.2.911 DINNER FROM MEGSELF BETTY & JIM BIRTHDAY PIERRE VICTORRIE

16.2.911 BIRTHDAY DINNER FROM MARJORIE & MO ABBOTSFORD PRES WADERS SOCKS
& G/GLOVE

17.2.917 JIMS BIRTHDAY TEE SHIRT

18.2.91i1 WADERS BACK TO MIKES [TACKLE SHOP, PORTOBELLO]
25.2.911 MEG SOUTH TO CAVALESCENT HOME

1.3.91i MEG HOME WEEKEND SKING W/END

4.3.91i P.£20 [PETE?]
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5.3.91i L £250
9.3.91i KILSPINDIE HOUSE HOTEL LUNCH (2) £13.40 + DRINK
10.3.91i HOLLIDAY

17.3.921 COUNTY HOTEL DALKEITH LUNCH (3) £21.70 + DRINK

30.3.91l CROWWOOD OSTLERS HOTEL A (2) A1l5.

3.4.91i NEW BED £599. MATRESS
6.4.911 MOFFAT RUMBLIN TUM RESTURANT BETS DO £3.40

7.4.91i DAVY MILROYDIED ISOBELLA (WIFE) PHONED

10.4.911 FUNERAL MORTONHALL 12.15

13.4.91i1 OVERTIME ANDY

14 & 15 911 OVERTIME TONTINE HOTEL PEEBLES TEA AND SAND/W

25.4.911 HARRY HOLLS

26.4.911 GASTROINTESTINAL LIVER 9.15AM R.ILE

18.4.91i O/T ANDY

20.4.911 MRS LAFERTY DIED

22/4/91i TYPEWRITER SERVICED BROTHER-£26

29/4 - OITIME

1/ MAY 91i UNION MEETING @ TORPHICHEN ST JIM WALKER (CHAIR)
1/ MAY 91 OVERTIME HARRY

3/ i ANDY BACK 1

7 i BLOW TESX RIE CANCELLED AUGMENTIN TABLETS 375MG

Augmentin 375 Tablet 10's belongs to the groupneficines called antibiotics used to treat bacte
infections of the ear, nose, throat, skin, bone, soft tissue, joints, urinary tract, and respiratory

bacterial infection is a condition in which harmful bacteria infect our body. Infectiousronfll bacteria
1 0 | can make you sick and reproduce quickly in your body.
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13 i DR 10209 1

14 i GRAVE STONE ORDERED A/NANA £358 £130 GOLD LETTER
16 i RIE 9.309B1LOW TEST

23 i RAID £1888lHOLIDAY TO CYPRUS 14 DAYS

23 i ANDY ON EOR MEDAVIDS PARTY (TATLERS)

24 i ON FORANDY

26 i DAVID AVAY TO NEW ZEALAND

Son David was taking an extended holiday to the far side of the world and had pdkegeraand

various bags to take with him on the journey. He wore his kilt from day one and had Scottish pennants
made to hand out throughout his journey. He had planned his trip to last almost a year and hoped to see
the USA including; New York, Buffalo, licago, Denver, Flagstaff, Grand Canyon, Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Hawaii then on to complete a grand tour of New Zealand, Bali, Thailand, Malaysia,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing, before returning home.

26 I BOOKE®HOLIDAY IN ANABELLE HOTEL PAPHOS 5 STAR £2902
£1628 + RIVER CRUISE 3 DAY £
+ CASH £838.03P 1% ON TRAVEL CHEQUES 2% ON CASH

2 JUNE 91i LAST DAY WORK
4 6 91 FLY TO PAPHOS CYPRUS ANABELLA HOTEL 5 STAR £2.902

fi  Dtaldlme that when driving down a hill one day in the hire car, he tapped the brakes gently before a
corner only to find there were noneé Betty held
remaining hill and bends to the bottom, chucklinpass di d, bef ore stopping saf

Frank Connelly 2021

12.6.91 BOAT CRUISE TO HIFA [HAIFA] & JERUSALEM £218 + £99.10P

Betty had been to I|Israel bef ore and found an af
to the area since his service in Egypt in 1948.

18.6.91i HOME
23.6.91i PERTH & BLAIRGOWRIE GRAVE STONE PICS
Son Frank had picked up the gravestone from Edinburgh and had also been in touch with the cemetery

to confirm the plot number. When lagrived at the cemetery, he dutifully counted off the stones from
left to right to arrive at one of four new plots. As a double check he also then counted from the right,
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only to find he ended up on a different burial site. Placing the book shaped stitvecome he vaguely
remembered and keeping fingers tightly crossed, he reported to the cemetery officials who intended
checking out with their records. Frank was going to check too and fortunately (for son Frank), the stone
was on the correct internment.

Frank on holiday in Cyprus
Private Collection

24.6.911 FISHING SELKIRK

25.6.911 VISIT TOM DICHRIE

26.6.911 JIMS CAMP RINGOUR FARM LOCKKEN NEW GALLOWAY
27.6.91i VISIT A/IDICKSON P.M.R

30.6.911 DINNER COUNTY HOTEL DALKEITH £25

1STJULY 91i WARD 28 RIEDR FINLAYSON 10.30

3 JULY 91 HOME CORTERIZED 3 VEINS

5 JULYT HOLS FINISHED

6 JULY 91i HUGH LOVATT WEDDING CANADA VISIT JIMS CAMP

7 AVISI TOGRANNY VI SI'T MO6 HOUSE
8 JULY 91i ANDY HOLS PHONED DR FINIYSON IN 29 [reference to ward 29]
9 JULY 91 START WORK

13 I DINNERCOUNTY HOTEL PEEBLES £11
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14 I WVORK 91

15 911 VISIT FROM TOM

19 INMARRIB AT FRIENDS FOR GRANNYS BIRTHDAY

27 . 91i KATE & ROY VISIT LEO ANBNN G/FRIEND

29 91 HOSPITAL W28

30 911 3VEINS INJECTED ULCERS DISCOVERED IN SAME
COURSE OF TABLETS SUCRALFATE

Sucralfate is usetb treat and prevent duodenal ulcers and other conditions as determined bpgtour
It works by forming a barrier or coat over the ulcer. This protects the ulcer from the acid of the st
allowing it to heal. Sucralfate contains an aluminium salt.

31 91 HOME FROM HOSP

5 AUG 91i JIM WALLER MEETING @ COLLEGE 7PM
6 91 ANDY BACK FROM HOLS

9 i JIM HOM& HOLS

15 i JIM BAGK TO GOSPORT

22 I @AR SERVICE 4 NEW TYRES £281.98P

26 i HOSPIBAL WARD 28

27 T @ORTIBELVEINS VARICOSE

238 T @UT HOSP

29 i BEPT MEDICINE DR R GROSS PRESURE BLOOD HEART & LIVER

31 91 KATE AWAY HOLS

1 SEP - RUN TO BORDERS

4 SEPTi LETTER TO INSURANCE RENEW POLICY START DRIVING

There does not appear to be a diary entry preventing him driving but thengvalmbive suggests that at

|l east for ‘“insurance purposes’ he had stopped
driving is slightly at odds with the entry on the"®&hich puts his car in for service.
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4 - FRANK MOVED HOUSE TMUSSELBURGH

5h - PETE MCGREGOR HOME FOR HOLIDAY

11™ ANAV 29 YEAR

|l " m not aware of any significant anniversary i
to this entry. The entry in his written diary is clear so there imain for error. It was actually 37

years since he had first married Jean so perhaps just some confusion in counting back had occurred anc
perhaps an indication of his state of health.

15/9/91i PETE AWAY TO FRANCE £100

26/9/91i BETTY BIRTHDAY 62 ®& MARG MADE MEAL | WAS WORKING

23.9.911 HOSP WARD 28 10.30AM CORTORIZE VIENS IN OESOPHAGUE

Oesaphague is theelatively straight
muscular tube through which food pass
from the pharynx to the stomach.

Cirrhosis of the liver A

Any type of serioudiver diseasean cause
oesophageal varice¥drices are veins tha
are enlarged or swollerirrhosisis the
most common type of liver disease. Mo
than 90% of these patients will devel
oesophageal varices sometime in th
lifetime, and about 30% will bleed.

Portal vein

The portal vein delivers blood to the liver (The liver is the organ that cleanses toxins/poisons from the
blood). Oesophageal varices usually occur in people who have liver disease.

Blood flow through the liver slows in people who have liver diseasenwWhe happens, the pressure in
the portal vein goes upligh blood pressure in the portal vein (portal hypertengpashes blood into
surrounding blood vessels, including vessels in@s®phagus. These blood vessels have thin walls and
are close to theurface. The extra blood causes them to expand and swell.

If the pressure caused by the extra blood gets too high, varices can break open and bleed. Bleeding is
an emergency that requires urgent treatment. Uncontrolled bleeding can quickly lead @nshock

death. Cauterisation was, at this time, probably the only treatment possible forBtesckng

oesophageal varices is litereatening condition and can be fatal in up to 50% of patients. People who
have had an episode of bleeding oesophageal vareex risk for bleeding again.
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25.9.911 HOME TO BED HEAVY COLD

27.9.911 MEETING J WALLER COLLEGE 5PM

28.9.91-BETTY IN BED FLU MEG MOVED HOUSE

4/10/917 DR GROSS BLOOD TIME TO CONGEAL

13.10.911 GUN CLUB START JOANIE

15.10.911 BOOKED CAIRN HOTEL XMAS DINNER DEP £66 12 HEADS

20.10.971 BREICH INN FOR LUNCH £8.79 FOR 2

21/10/91- FRANK & FAMILY BLACKPOOL HOLS

22/10/91i 10.30AM ABBY LIFE MR COLIN WATT CANCELLED POLICY

g - £3507PER YEAR TO BE REFUNDED BARS

It is highly likely that the condition Frank was being treated for was included in this insurance policy as
‘“report abl enbttogaydutityelswerg diaguosed with or underwent a medical procedure
for one of the specified illnesses. Aitk poi nt i n Frank’s | ife, again,
his condition was deteriorating and terminal but his diary entries show him carrying on as normal.
23.10 -FISHING MARKEL

25.10 - PETE LINDSAY B'ANNAVERSARY

27.10 - FRANK BACK TO CAMP

29.10 - CHIROPODIST 10.30AM

11 NOVI BILL KERLEY DIED

At al most twenty years older than Frank, Wil Il i:
Bill throughout his 1ife, wa BaillieiathaodalifElongfriekd. s n €

12.11.911 NEW DOORS
16.11.911 ANNMARIE WEDDING

16.11.911 NETHERABBY HOTEL NORTH BERWICK LUNCH
20.11.9171 CLUB & PETE

21.11.91- i A
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23.11.911 ANNIVERSARY BETTY & SELF 6 YEARS

25.11.971 HOSPITAL

27.11.971 FRANK & JENNY ANNIVERSARY 14 YEARS

29.11.911 MIKE CONNELLY & MARGARET WEDDING ST JOHNS 3PM LUNCH GOLF CLUB

Mi ke was Frank’s cousin on his father’'s side a
twocert fi cates on the Scotland’s People website bl
district, each has a different surname and neither certificate is available publicly.

29.11.911 BANK £2544 FROM ABBY LIFE

These are the proceedsfrommFfrk ° s | i fe i nsurance which was no

7.12.911 VISIT FROM KATE & ROY, ANN & ROY, LEO & ANN

po

Anne, Frank, Tom, Katie, Leo and Brian, Connelly (siblirigByivate Collection
14.12.921 XMAS SHOPING

27.12.911 COLLEGE CLOSING XMABOLIDAY
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At the close of 1991 Frank and Betty were celebrating six years of marriage and life for the couple seems,
excepting hospital visits, to have carried on as in years passed.

The war in Kuwait continued, as did the prosecution of the KurdSdagam Hussein but the Royal
Airforce joined other allied aircraft in bombing Iraq and an SAS patrol, Bravo Two Zero, was deployed.
Downing Street had been mortared and Victoria and Paddington Stations had been bombed by the PIRA.
Unemployment rose above42million. The Prime Minister, John Major, abolished the Community
charge but replaced it with a Council Tax. Quksam singeFreddie Mercuryies in
Londonfrom AIDS induced pneumonia. The British hostages John McCarthy and Terry Waite were
freed. Fir$ ever controlled and substantial production of fusion energy was achieved Jainthe
European Toruxford. A grand jury indict8ank of Credit and Commerce Internationathe largest

bank fraud in history, accusing the bank of defrauding deposibérdJS$5billion. Soviet
PresidentGorbache\arrives inLondonto ask for aid from the leaders of t8&. Many countries declare
independence from the former, now collapsed, Soviet Unidre Supreme Soviaheets for the last
time, formally dissolving th&oviet Union

6.1.921 START &1JAN

1/1/927 1PM PARTY AT FRANKS 1PM PARTY AT DAVIDS WARDS

2/3RP - MUSS AND TOWN SHOPING RUNNING SUIT MEG BIRTHDAY

4/1/921 MEGS BIRTHDAY 27 YEARS

13/1/92i PAID A.A £25 RELAY £35 COVER TOTAL £60 YEAR

18/1/927 FRANK HOME WEEKEND

20/1/92i GLASSES FROM ASDA £43

24/1/921 13 YEARS COMPLETED AT COLLEGE STARTED 24/1/79

27/1/921 FRANK TO NORWAY

30/1/92i 4 ARMY & 8 KILLED

31/1/92i AGNESS LEAVES COLLEGE

28/1/92i THANASIS GOURZIS O/D DRUGSUMPED WINDOW 3 UP R.ILE

Life as a college warden suited Frank, in part because you were never quite sure what was going to
happen next. There were no ‘ordinary’ days.

1/2/9271 MAUREENS BIRTHDAY PARTY 7.30 GREAT (NIGHT)

4/2/927 FRANK 36 & MAUREEN @ BIRTHDAY

©Frank T Connelly 182



The following entries were written into Frank’ :

9/2/921 FRANK EMERG. ADMITTANCE TO WARD 29 R.I.E.

5/3/92- DI SCHARGE D CARERDIAGANRIED 2 9 .

9/3/92- i EMERG. ADMI TTANCE BACK TO WARD 29.

20/3/92i FRANK DISCHARGED FROM WARD 29 R.1.E.

22/3/92- i EMERG ADMI TTANCE BACK TO WARD 29 (DI
Frank passed away at 7pm on th& R%arch 1992 in the Royal Infirmary Edinburgh attended by his
brother Tom. His cause of death was dais Carcinomatosis and Liver cirrhosis. He was gixty.

M'u\-.-o. lhe -
NELLY — At e 1
c%.:yal Infirmary. Ed':s‘ ;
burgh., on Mard‘love&- !
1992, Franofk. be
T‘:}Jlan (nee Bowman)
and the latede \;’:t:nd 2 e
> 'Frank. Peter. co .lI.L Betty “to'
-y «"and | family would like
Jen o™ ey lovely floral tributes.
er to Marjory
?::gf a‘{:laureen. oranA:: ww “u' Royal
father to Sara. Lisa. oo A Tt 4
drew and Nicky. '“VCI‘ e
Reauiem ME2 S1am. B e erracthiaa o
ﬂz‘w st John's' Church. doctors and n
Brighton Placr;i : \lﬂ"'
Portobello a:gd s‘eu:f?eld mmmmvw wr 3
&m‘:{hﬂ“ for |1 am. m m .n. .m'
Remains to be received to Tom 4 ne
{ church on Sul:\‘dasil’_ :xﬁnly \ w“w“ for ”:‘
¥ lr?gw::s :nl;. please. bul John' m. and
donations would grate- m.w“ also those
Royal T Naey. Edin matorium. Forever
oval I0eE Yoscarch ...
Pind. Sadly missed. RIP. “Wm with love

Betty continued with the diary until July but entries were financial amounts paid out and/ or received

from Frank’s estate. S h e -twoyears andlied ¢peadefolly inb bocal f or
care home.
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B S

rank'|' Private Collection

Epilogue

I don’t remember who or how | was told dad was
him along with brother Pete. We chatted with him but he appeared &sléep as there was no
recognition of us. His brother Tom arrived and after sitting with us for fifteen minutes, suggested that
Pete and | went for a coffee then came back. We were only gone a few minutes when he died.

He must have suffered the last feaays of his life but never spoke about it or moaned about his lot, that
takes determination and courage.

You only ever have one father and my dad was s
why he holds a place in my heart; he worried mina¢s but also made me laugh and | respected him.
| was lucky to have spent so long with him enjoying his company.

Frank Connelly December 2022
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